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RIGHT HONORABLE, 


F. I were not fully ——— of for hind 
acceptance. of theſe Sheet s,, 1 ſhould not be 
ſo bold to.offer. thene tg\Fons  Honaur,; but 

the ſenſoble expreſſions of Four great goodneſs and 
fawour wbich | have already received, and. the 
Approbation. 2b ' which. Lou Weke. pleaſed 19 
boxer - this. Difcourſe phees it. ; C2rRe+ aut of. 4he 
Pulpit ,. at the time of my Recantation., 'wi 

not ſuffer vie to doubt , but that Vouwill. accept 
of it alſo now that it comes out . the Prep. 

I bope it will not be unſerviceable in this. . 
Nation, to ſettle in the profeſſioit of the Truth: - 
the waweriny- minds of :miany too much inclinable 
to Poptry on This: Aeration, with the im- 
portunities of my Auditors, bave prevailed upon 
6 fopnblifh theſe Tinds + which |I deſire may. 

be look'd ſow. as & teſtimony of the j ſencere pro- 
# + 


eſſion: 
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ciour Monarch of theſe Noble Kingdoms, where I 


A. "Y 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
ron of my Faith, and of that Loyalty anf 
 — I do Ls &ow to the Gra- 


am come to ſeek for a ſbelter. I might with reaſon 


% ” 


expeS to find it amongbt Proteftans 3 bur the 


inſolency and inſ ulting bumour of the Party that 
T for, he , and the affronts that I have already 
met with , even in the fireets, ſince my. profeſ- 
fron, force me to flie to the Protefion of Tour 
' Honour 3- whoſe extraordinary Abilities and Fi- 
 delitybave given Ton fo near an acceſs to His moſt 
"Excellent Majefty , and canſe You to a& ſo wor- 
thily in' that noble Station , unto which Tour own 
 deſeivings and Your Prince's favour bave pro- 
| woted Ton. 


Your Generofity and Goodneſs will , I bope, 


| pardon wy preſent boldneſs , as proceeding from 
| #8 thankfull acknowledgement of Tour former 
 fevours, and from an earneſt defire to be efteem'd, 


, 


Right Honorable , 
. Your Honour's moſt humble , 
i. Moſt obedient, and moſt. - 
obliged Servant, | 


' FRANCIS de la MOTTE. 
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the READER. 
- CHRISTIAN READER, = | 
| Heoht wery well have excnſed\ my frlf in not 
| leap fo dr earneſt eels Feberety ries 
jl Perſons , who have again and again defired this pub- 
lication, if 1had regarded either the common unhap- 
pinefs of writers, efpecially ſuch" as offe*|to' medale with 
Religion, or the cenſures and hatred: my former Friends, 
which this will infallibly draw upon me., But. 1 inten4 
not to be much concerned at the Sayings of; thoſe , who are 
engaged by their Vows to ſpurn at every thing that dif: 
rees-with their Superſtition , who! are wont to condemn 
a Book at the ſight of the' Title, and to execute 1t'in the 
fire before they . on. peruſedzt,  '1 have confidered, that 
their diſpleaſure alone ſhould not hinder me from giving 
this to the Prefſ, becauſe 1 am certain that otheys more 
twmpartial and leff prejudicated, will" vouthſafe unty it 
their favourable conftraition ; ſeeing that \it may prove to 
be uſeful to ſuch xs are blinded with erronr ,\ by di covering 
ts them the Truth. Beſiaes, in regard ſome ave been 
pleaſed-to ſurmiſe that T did not dave" to publiſh muny 
thoſe things which 1 mentioned # month" 170+ tht Frenc 
Church. of | the Savoy, af the time 'of "hy Abjuration', 
ſaying , that they were falſe Inventions , beeauſe I named 
neither the places nor the perſons guilty f ' thoſe diſorders, 
of” which 1 did then accuſe the Church of Rome, and 
that I hzd made its Authors and'Dothors ſpeak that which 
they never intended , &c. I have thought my ſelf obliged 
f in 
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wow Percetug, that th -nok 8 Little e 

my (paring þ her is 4; hey: with iofleh heve ſaid a 
great deal more, They might heve conſidered, that I was 
then in a place where"sK#s. not Sſuat/tbfpenk- ull- that is 
known , : and that the veſpe#.vehiieh:1 heave yet for many of 
the Romitſh Clergy, of whoſe hands Ihre received many 
perſonal favours , did hinder me from the diſcovery of all 
their nakednef.. : ph F 

.. But ſeeing they are ſo earneſt with me to defire me toſbew 
them. Je 2a (2 gr 1 ed out of -_ Bernard), 
Baronius,, Bellarmine ,. 42d others , and to name the 


| 


(i 
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places where the grievous w_— concerning the worſhip of 
: Images. and the. Relicks of the Saints have been ſeen, 1 
cannot deny. their requeſt ; for it may: be God intends to 
- make uſe of this their ie » ko make them underſtand 
' how much they have been decerved, This ts the chief cauſe 
that hathprevailed upon me to. publiſh this little Tratt :.1 
' may call z8.little-, it. is ſo indeoa, for it is not. th my purpoſe 
Jo examin. and thoroughly ſift out all the. Controverſies of 
Religion :. I muſt needs. acknowledge, that I am not ſo well 
es in and acquainted with ſuch matters, which Inever 
| wnderſtood but from the Romiſh Schools, as many other Per- 
|- ſons that have and do write of them.. My 75 apy only to 
p declare by. the motiues of my Change of Religion, 'that 
| the Church of Rome alone ts. ſufficient” to'comvince any 

- man, and cauſe him toperceive its Abuſes and Errours, 
"* The Proteſtant Party ought not to: be- offended , nor 
| wonder at the hearing. any ſcandal caſt \upon this Treatiſe 


for they moiſt. underſtand ,} that the Papilts. are. bound in 


conſcience, 


| or ts Author ; 1.intreat them teſbew me ſonnich favour; 


% 


qo 


tving Abſolution in- caſes reſerved to his "$0 4 
des , they believe as they are taught every day by their 
Preachers , that it is lawful to make nſe of any.me ans to 
attain nntoa gaed end; that is toſay', that it us lawful to 
invent 4 thouſaxd lyes and.calumnies to ſpoil the credit of 
a book or of a perſon contrary to their Religion, I muſt 
wot expett a more favourable treatment at their hands, 
ſeeing that they have been, ſo bold for that end to.attempt 
upon the lives of Men , nay of Soveraign Princes , as we 
may find in the Records » this City , and of other places. 
But 1 have no reaſon to be afraid of this kind of perſecu- 
tion, 1mean of their Tougues , for Imay ſay Thave lived 
amongit them without blame , 45 may be ronjettured from 
the conſiderable Employments which 7 have had in the 
Church of Rome > fo their Biſhops never admit a perſon 
into thetr Cathedrals to preach , unlefs they know him to be 
of an honeſt and good behaviour : And the Religions of that 
Order , of which I have made profeſſion, (the Carmelites) 
which donbtte ſſis one of the moſt -exemplaryof the Romiſh 
Church ; if theſe had not had a good opinion of me they 
would never have promoted me to that degree of honour 
amongit them which 1 have held, having been three times 
the Priors Deputy in the ſame Convent , which Office 13 
given to none but to ſuch as are very regular and exemplary 
en their lives, It is therefore needlf that any perſon 
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whence Þ:am00, \#72d Re} Fg Penang 
iv the Cbutoh of Soba Fore this tithe Book. * " TFarkt 
arnibeleobor of any thing ;\I am rather 


fefondgiy there'is. 0 man in roſe own where hav 
abvae nor tw the Convents"where't have Gels: 
noe teen ve" the” Pepmt athuv of 41 WiveſF att} uf mas, 
Mantle in inmy carriage until now , as mmh as is poſſible , 
in caſe the change of my Religion be concealed frops "ory r 
think therefore that thou haaft beſt tro this Trea- 
tiſewith a ral and awnprefudiced min that thou muy # 
hp better able by judge v x ' things therein dectsyed,, Aabs 
> from thence the inſtructions necdfut to undeceive 
ment, if thou art yet in the ſame errours as I have 
SL4 Thoſe that: will read over theſe lines with that 
good. diſpoſition , -xnHb approve of my ehange , and of this 
publication , and will 'be-ronftrained totonfeff, that there 
are cauſes and' reaſons ſtrong enough to oblige any man to 
forſube the Romiſh Church, and embrace the Profeſſion of 
ho Dyoroltuns Ot 


p 
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The Prayer. before Sermon; 
Lord God, infinite in goodneſs and mer- 
* cy, who haſt by the gracious handof 
« thy divine Providence taken and lead 
« meas. Abram out of the fuperſtitious Hr 
© of the Caldears, as Lot out of the filthy flames of 
<« Sydomi and Gomorrha, as 1ſrael out of 'the bondage 
« and tyranny of Famp! , as Foſeph from his-dungeon., 
<as Daniel out of the Lions den, and as the blind 
« Man'of the $9þe/ out of that fearful blindneſs which 
<« hath ſince my infancy hindered me from the-diſco- 
«© ver el nent of thy Sacred Truth ? 
<« O'God',, who haſt prelerved me from all perils, and 
« conducted me ſafe out of the hands of enemies with 
«thy powerful:and ſtretched out Arm. here I' am 
<« proſtrate'at+ the foot-ſtool of thy: Divine Majeſty , 
© convinced in: judgmettt, with: a' contrite. and/an 
«humble ſpirit ;- here I amn the midſt of thy Ele, 
<« of thy Royal Priefthood, of thy Holy: Nation, of 
«thy People purchaſed with thy Blood, *in the midit 

<« of Believers; not. with- an interition/to offer uv 
«unto thee their prayers, ' for Lam-not worthy > ” 
| _ 


\ 


[2]. 
| <holy a Miniſtry, my Tongueis not yet able to ſpeak 
eelinnd 2s their 't and my Lips are too much 
| «defiled, butIam here to beſeech Thee , 'O'Searcher 
. « of the Heart! to hearken to their vows, and the 
| prayers of their 'Souls, for the advance of thy 
«Glory, the accompliſhment and. ationof thy 
| « Church, eſpecially for this which worſhips Thee in 
 <ſpirit and in truth, in theſe three Kingdoms of Eng- 
' &« /and, Scotland, and Ireland, for the proſperity of the 
« King that:Commaends. here , for his Spouſe Queen 
' © Catherine,for Fames Duke of Tork,and for all theRoyal 


' | «Family; for the Arch-biſhops , Biſhops, and other 


| <Teachers of thy Church , that it may pleaſe Thee 
| «to enlighten them with the Spirit of thy Truth, 
| *andenflame them with an holy zeal for the Salva- 
| *tjon of Squls;z;' for the Lords and others of the 
| $:Kings: Councit, for the Magiſtrates and other In- 
| <habutants. .of: theſe three Kingdoms , that it may 
| «pleaſe Thee'to ſupply and ſuccour them in all their 
| <wants, whether they be ſpiritual or corporal-: But 
| © more eſpecially we-pray Thee' for. all ſuch as are 
«yet engaged and ms 7 in errour, take them out 
\. «of the ſame depths of fin from whence Thou haſt 
| © drawn me; open their eyes whether they- will or 
| Eno, that they may perceive the truth of thy-Goſpel , 
| © open ther hearts by the: divine power of thy Holy 
| & Spirit, that thy Bleſled Word may berecetved as 
| <{nagood and fruitful field , that it may/bring forth 
| «an hundred fold ! 1n this occafion be pleaſed: td ac- 
| <cept of my prayers with thy:peoples ,: for T know 
© byexperience:ithat Thou alone art able to turn and 
| *convince a Soul brought upn errour , and change 
; _ cc 2 


TE _-1 
< 4 heart nouriſhed from its infancy with an ablior- 
<rency of thy Holy Word !. Therefore pray Thee, 


<« or rather-we all pray Thee together, the 
< eyes of ſo many blind perions, whom [leave behind 
< me in the regions of darkneſs; and'touch with the 
< efficacious finger of thy Holy Spirit, ſo many ſtony 
<« hearts-that' refiſt the motions and offers of th 
<« Grace with ſo much obſtinacy !- Lord, Thou 
©<performed in me a bleſſed change, ' for which I offer 
* ap unto Thee my hearty thanks —— be- 
«<ſeeching Thee to pardon my unworthinefs, and 
& puncpeny to accept of the thanks which thy faith- 
«ful people here aiſembled do render ynto Thee for 
© my ſake ! But © merciful God, at this ſame time 
«that I-find' my ſelf obliged-to offer -unto Thee my 
<« thanks for-a favour received from thy hand, I find 
<my ſelf in-a neceffity. to-beg another favour' and 
© mercy of granting unto-me the power and ability 
«to declare unto this numerous Congregation the 
< great mercy that Thou haſt ſhewed me by bringing 
<me tomy Converſion!'T' am deſired ; O'my God! 
< it is but juſt that I ſhould give glory to thy Holy 
«© Name; Fuſtice and Reaſon require that I ſhould 
<« declare thy Goodnels where iniquity; hath ſo long. 
< appeared' with impudency , that I ſhould employ- 
© the members which have been abuſed'in- warring 
< againſt Thee: to diſcover: thy wonderful mercy: in 
<« me ;:theſe lips; this tongue , and this voice; which 
< hath uttered'ſo many 'lyes- and'errours againſt the 
*light and ſuggeſtions of thy Holy [Spirit ; theſe 
< members that have declared- ſo many. falſhoods, 
<« preached up: ſo -many abuſes, .confirmed ſo many 
a 2, | Chlaſphe- 


| Te] 


 *blaſphemies; committed and cauſed ſomany ins 69 
| 


| © comminely is ſth they ul gorie: 
| «thy Holy © |. For ive, py Brig WE me 
tr 


| ©*che ſin of having ſo long detained thy = 4 in un- 
<righteouſne(s againſt my conſcience and thy ſecret 
* motions! Grant me the grace that:I may thisday 
*be able to make an honourable amends, that. I may 
 <oive the ſaine teſtimony to thy Blelled Truth which 
| *Thavegivento Hereſie ; and thatl may bring forth 
- *fruits ſuitable to my repentance ! For thts purpoſe, O 
« 00d God, purifie my unclean ps, touch thern with 
& 2 coal from thine Altar, clenſe this tongue yet ye- 
* nomous which hath ſo often conveyed | poiſon into 
* many hearts, inflame it with ſame of thoſe cloven 
* tongues of fire which lighted upon thy Holy Apo- 
*ftles, and which cauſed them to be no moredumb 
© but eloquent ! Change the accent of this voice, 
* which hath been heard 1nthe Pulpits of the Romrſb 
*Religion! make it never to be heard any more in 
66 oatacil of errour, and that it may never accent 


_  ** and pronounceany thing but that which is altoge- 
| .*ther conformable to thy Word ! Thele are the pett- 
 *+jonsthat T now preſentunto Thee,O good God,elpe- 
© cially at this time, beleeching Thee allo fo toprepare 
© the ears and hearts of my.Hearers ,. that they may be 
** che better by my diſcourſe, more:confirmedrand'fer- 
 *{{edin their Baith,and morereſolyed in an obedience 
-£©to Thee.! Theſe mercies we beſeech Thee to grant us. 
* © merciful God, by the merits and only mediation of 
| .« Teſus Chriſt; in whoſe Bleſſed Name we continue 
 *to pray unto Thee, as He Himſelf hath taught us; 
_ *« Dar Jather which art in Yeaven, &c. 27; 
OM, 


[5] 
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R ow. 5. verl. 20, 
— Where fin abounded, grace did much 


more abound. 


Ere I am, my Brethren, in this Pulpit to 
acquaint you at preſent with the caules 
of that which you have ſeen me do this 
morning : 1 am here to expreſs unto you a 

repentance ſuitable to the hainouſneſs of my ſins, b 
a publick abjuration of thoſe grievous errours whic 
I have formerly profetied in the Church of Rome , 
that I might thew forth the accompliſhment of this 
holy Oracle pronounced by St. Paw, where fin abounded, 
grace did much more abound, You may be fully per- 
{waded , wy Brethren , that Gods grace hath obliged 
and conſtrained me to what I have- done, for my 
Change of Religion proceeds not from the uncon- 
ftancy of my mind, I havedone nothing ſuddenly , 
I have been ſeven years in a continual deliberation , 
ftruggling with my felf , convinced in my judgment, 
but could never reſolve until now. You muſt not 
therefore look upon my alteration as the effe& of 
ſome calamity, or the conſequence of an unworth 
behaviour, or a diſgrace : 'I never wanted bread, / 
have always had tov much at command, and have 
| CN | ever 


[6] 
ever met with more happineſs in my —m—_——_ 4 
than I could expe. Neither 1s this Change the 
product of any miſcarriage; no, bleſſed be God, I 
am not aſhamed of any thing that I have done, thoſe 
Honourable Perſons unto whom I have been recom- 
mended in this place may bear witneſs from the in- 
tormation of ſuch as are worthy of (credit. The 
greateſt crime that I have committed is that which 
I have been guilty of this day, by forſaking a ſuper- 
ſtitious Religion and embracing a purer, by leaving 
the broad road to Hell and turning into that of Hea- 
ven. God out of, his infinite goodneſs and mercy 
hathobliged me to it, notwithſtanding all the natural 
_per{waſions of worldly intereſt, for I have left the 
aſſurance of a ſufficient proviſion for my mainte- 
nance, to'embarque my ſelf and rely wholly upon 
Gods good providence. TI have cauſed my beſt friends 
to become my moſt deadly enemies, I have made 
of my parents and relations my perſecutors and 
tworn adverſaries, I have left forever a Country 
where I enjoyed as much worldly happineſs as was 
poſſible, to come to live and dye 1n another , where 
I have no other expectation nor means to advance 
my ſelf but only from your kindneſs and favour. : God 
knows how ſtrong thele reaſons have been to detain 
me fo long, and what difficulty I have had to com- 
mand my ſelf to a final reſolution , bur at laſt grace 
hath overcome; God hath had in me more power 
than the world and humane reaſon, and the hopes 
of my ſalvation more than the advantages of this 
life. ThatImight declare this unto you, F have now 
the liberty to appear in this Pulpit , I ſhall mw 

| 0 


4 + 5 
do it as briefly as I amable, I ſhall give you an ac- 
count of ſome of thoſe, diſputes which I have main- 
tained in my mind, before I could refolye to do what 
I have at laſt done: I ſhall therefore begin to declare 
the reaſons that have kept me fo long in the profeſſion 
of the Romiſh Religion , and that as far as I am able 
to judge do detain the reſt of its Profeſſors : I ſhall 
afterwards diſcoyer to you the reaſons that have de- 
ſtroyed the firſt groundleſs reaſons , and that have 
cauled me to forſake the Romiſh Religjon and embrace 
the Proteſtant , to renounce errovr for faith , hereſie and 
zaolatry tor the trwth, the babylonith Rowe for the 
celeſtial Feruſalem , my Country for Heaven, and all 
for my God. By this Diſcourle you ſhall perceive the 
greatneſs of Gods mercy towards me,| in that he hath 
been pleaſed of a ſtone to raiſe upa ſon to Lraham , 
and hath cauſed his grace to abound where ſin aboun- 
ded before. | | 


THE FIRST PART, 


jb firſt and chief cauſe which hath fo long detai- 
ned me in the Church of Rowe 1s, that venerable 
Antiquity which is aſcribed to her alone : Idid ſome- 
times conſider her gray hairs, her pretended Founder 
the Apoſtle St. Peter, who as it 1s ſaid governed her 
during the ſpace of five and twenty years: I did 
ſometimes look upon her.Sovereign Anthority, which 
ſhe faith Chriſt himſelf gave unto her 1n the perſon 
of that Apoſtle, which ſince hath {continued ſuc- 
ceſſively in all the Dogs have/commanded in 
that See: This Succeſhon x the Popes and _— 

2 0 
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[8] 


of Zome hath never been violated nor interrupted , 
as they pretend, but they have immediately ſucceeded 
to one another; the like is not to-be ſegn in any other 
Church. Beſides, I did ſometimes view a long Ca- 
ralogue of Martyrs and other Saints, | who are ſaid 
to havelived in an obedience to the Church of Rome , 
and to be dead in the profeſſion of that Faith which 
is there now, and hath been always|taught, as is 
pretended. I did examin all theſe plaufible Titles | 
theſe glorious Attributes, and her divine Preroga- 
tives, as I found them recorded in the Books and 
Schools of that Church , which could not but oblige | 
metoan high efleem of her excellency, and to won- 


. der how men could be {o blind and irrational as to 


deny her to be the only true Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Church. In this manner, my Brethren, I have con- 
tinued about the ſpace of ſix or ſeven years, ſerioully 
conlidering theſe advantages that were given to this 
Church: Ar laſt I took that liberty which is not 
granted to any of that profeſſion, and that 1s, to 
open my eyes and examin more narrowly from 
whence proceeded theſe magnificent and glorious 
Attributes, and what reaſons Rome hath to claim 
chem to her ſelf alone: For that. purpoſe I peruſed 
the Holy Scriptures, and its moſt ancient Interpre- 
ters, as the moſt worthy of credit, |and by-them I 
was conſtrained to alter my judgment, and to enter- 
tain perſwaſions contrary to that received from-my 
Forefathers, from my Maſters, and from the Reading 


- of the Komiſh Divines. 


I have found that Antiquity , in which Reme boaſts 
to much, diſcovers her ſhame and dilgrace, as the 
| | Anti- 


[9] 
Antiquity of a Noble Family is a _reproaclr to a dege- 
nerated Son. I have found that the Authority which 
ſhe claims hath no other foundation nor beginning , 
but the pride and tyranny of ſuch Popes as have 
ſucceeded Gregory the Great , for neither he nor any 
of his Predeceſlors have ever thought 'it lawful for 
them to challenge or pretend to an univerſal Domi- 
nion or Authority in the Church. TI have found this 
Succeſſion , which is ſaid to be without interruption, 
to be an abyſs, where the moſt learned Hiſtorians 
loſe themſelves; they can find. no ſure footing , ſo 
that they themſelves are forced to confeſs, that they 
flote _ the waves of a Sea ſ{ubjed to calms and 
tempeſts , to ebbing and flowing, iff I may make 
ule of their own expreſſions. .. Sometimes they ſee 
this Ship of St. Peter without Helm or Pilot , over- 
whelmed with the billows, without hope of a reco- 
very or expectation of ſalvation for ſuch as are there 
imbarqued. I have found that the Holineſs where- 
with this Church was adorned under the Conduc 
of its ancient Biſhops, 15 at preſent much degenera- 
ted , an univerſal corruption hath ſpread it ſelf into 
all the Members of this politick Body ; ſo that where 
grace did formerly abound, there at ipreſent ſin and 
hereſfie abound , to the ſhame and dilgrace of Chri- 
{tianity. This I bave found, as ſoon as I could open 
my eyes to take notice. of ſuch matters without pre- 
judice or. partiality , which we mult baniſh from us 
if we wall give a true judgment : This I have learned 
1a the ſtudy of Holy Scripture , in the reading of 
the ancient Fathers of the Church, and from the 
Records of Antiquity , without the aſſiſtance of 


Pro- 
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Proteſtant Books ,..or any information. from Mini- 
=) ſers, 


F 


Antiquity hath always had a Command over the 

minds and judgments of men: We look commonly 

with a great deal of reverence and reſpect upon a 

head which time hath loaden with gray hairs, and 

which diſcovers the number of its years by the many 

wrinkles of its face ; we ſee many times the ruins of 

an old Dwelling , encompaſſed about with a few 

rotten Oaks , is more looked upon than the nobleſt 

Palaces, reared up according tothe neweſt and moſt 

regular form of Art ; a Braſs Medal ſhall be more 

effevmed than ten others of a more precious Metal , 

if it can but ſhew forth the Image and Name of ſome 

ancient Monarch, or of a Conquerour of former 

Ages. This reſpe&t ,, which Nature and Cuſtome 

diſcover for things of a long continuance, is not 

difagreeable to the direftions of Moral and of Chri- 

ſtian Policy: 'We are to have moreeſteem for a State 

that hath ſubſiſted a thouſand years , than for another 

that hath continued but one or two hundred, and 

we are adviſed to have moſt regard for that Religion 

| which can producethe acientel Records, and prove 
ED its eſtabliſhment to be the firſt. 

| | This hath always been my judgment. As there- 

| LEE fore I did look upon the Church of Rome as the moſt 

| | ancient, as that. which had been founded by the A- 

| | poſtle St. Peter, as the Romariſts wauld perſwade us, 

I have for a long whule entertained the greateſt —_ 

or 


en —_— 
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for her , and judged ſuch as were not agreeableto her 
Principles to be bur haſty productions of Nature, in 
compariſon of an ancient Tree, or as Baſtards in com- 
pariſon of the Child well born, I did wonder how 
men could harbour any other thoughts, My Mind 
being thus filled with partiality for my ancient Reli- 
gion, I could not.imagin how any man of wit and 
ability , without being. grievouſly blinded, could 
embrace any other. 1 did oft-times argue with my 
ſelf in this manner : Is it poſſible, that there ſhould 
be ſome men {© ſilly and ridiculous, to prefer a Reli- 
gion which we have ſeen in.its Cradle, to another 
which hath ' continued ſixteen hundred years ; a 
Church formed by the wit of Ca/viz and Beza, and 
ſorne others, to that which Chriſt and His Holy A- 
poſtles have eſtabliſhed, &'. Thus it is, ſaith ZatFar- 
tis ; inhis Book of the Riſe of Erronr, 1, 2.c.7. Thus 
Antiquity commands the judgments of men : ts 
authority is ſo great , that we look upon it as a crime to 
inquire into the qualities of that which i ancient , and to 
queſtion its rights ; credit us given to it at the firſt ſight, as 
to a miſt known truth. 1s the ſame manner ((aith that 
Author, /. 2.c. 8.) ſome imprudently neglett the advice 
of wiſdom , approving without any examination the imven- 
tions of their forefathers , ſuffering themſelves tobe lead 
as beaſts whitherſoever others pleaſe , and not 'whither 
they ſhould go. In this manner they are decerued, and 
are willing to be ſo , by taking for the rule of their faith 
the belief of their forefathers, out of a ſtrong conceit, that 
they cannot be wiſer than they were before , becauſe they 
have ſucceeded them , and that it is not probable that they 
were deceived, ſeeing that they have preceded them and are 
named their anceſtors, Theſe 


[ 1 2] | . 

' Theſe words of .this wiſeman, and ſome paſſages 
of others, made me think, that it was not to great 
4acrime as is declared in the Church of Rowe , toexa- 
min the Antiquity of the Religion of our Forefathers, 
and$to conſider from whence it proceeds, whither it 
tends, what it hath been, | what it ſhould be, what 
are its Priviledges, .Duties, Dodrine , Laws, Con- 
duc, if that which is profeſſed to day be the ſame as 
that of yeſterday, that of this age be like to that of 
the firſt times , or whether it be not differing ,. ora 
ſtrange Baſtard put into the room of the true Child , 
whether it hath not robb'd the lawful Heirels of her 
Titles of Honour, uſurped. her Rights by counterfeir 
Letters , ſeiſed upon her Demeſnes ,. driven her-from 
her Inheritance; - baniſhed her out of her Dominion 
by a- diſguiſe under the moſt beautiful habits, and 
whether by this means the Rewiſb Church hath nor 
ſeated her ſelf in the feat of the lawful, ro procure 
unto her ſelf a greater eſteem amongſt men, who 
have ſo much retpect for things that appear with a 
grave and ancient countenance. 

I have ferioufſly examined theſe things, I have 
ſought for the Rights and Titles of the Church of 
Rome amongſt its pretended Anceſtors , Chriſt , 
St. Peter , and St. Paul, whohave been, faith ſhe, my 
Founders and Apoſtles. I have read over the Privi- 
ledges that they aſcribe ro her, and the Duries that 
they require from her ,| that which ſhe hath received 
from them, and that which they command her to 
have, the language which they teach her , and the 
Laws'that they havegiven her , and how they beha- 
ved themſelves that ſucceeded immediately after = 

| rſt 


| [13] 
firſt Founders. When 1 had- thus compared the one 
with 'the other , the pteſent Rome with the ancient , 
the World that is now! with that which was , the 
Children with the Father, that which is belieyed 
and preached at preſent with that which was believed 
and preached heretofore , that which: was practiſed 
and that which/is' now dohe, that which is ſeen 
with that which was anciently, 1 hayefound, after 
a {erious examination of all theſe things, that there 
can be nothing more contrary than theſe two things, 
the ancient Chriſtian Rowe and that which appears 
now , the Church then with the modern, the Faith 
and Chriſtian Religion under the Popes Govern- 
ment with that Faith and Religion which the Ro- 
m4ns firlt embraced , and profeiſed a long whiles 
yader the Teachers and Hubs which the Apoſtles 
left them. Let any. man' read -over the Goſpel and 


_ © the Records of the Primitive' Chriſtians, ſince the 


time of. the Apoſtles until the fourth or fifth Cen- 
turies, to ſeek what Church Jeſus Chriſt eftabliſhed 
upon the unmoveable foundation of His Word and 
Merits; tet -him'rake norice' of that which St. Lake 
deſcribes betrer with his Pen than with his skilful 
Pencil , of that which all the approved 'Writers'of 
the Eccleliaſtical Aﬀairs immediately ſucceeding do 
repreſent; unto us , which profeſſed no other belicf 
bat in Jeſus Chrift , -which had rejected an Angel 
from Heaven, if he had preached any other Do- 
&rine but that whichs contained in the Holy GoſpeL 
and in the other Books. of 'Sacred Scripture. This 
Churchacknowledged no.other but Chriſt, looked 
upon ſuch as'named thetnfelves of C4ol's —_— 
| i D 0 
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| of Peter's or Paul's , as-{o many Sectaries , and 'al- 


lowed of no other-Judge: of. Controverſies and Go- 


| vernour but Jeſus Chriſt.. Call but to mind all that 


you have. ever. read ox. heard of: this Church, ſince 
its beginning;, until the time of the Biſhop of. Rome's: 


m{urpation of. the Sovereign Power,: under the name 
,- of. Pope, and, compare. that Church: of | Rowe with: 


this in our days, examine the Tenents, Maxims , 


! Laws, Behaviour, and Cuſtoms of both, and you: 


will be forced to confeſs, that they are not the ſame, 
but two Churches, as much differing the one from- 
the other. as the day from the night. We muſt not: 
therefore mention the Antiquity of this Church, 
but as of a languiſhing and decayed Body we may 
ſay ſhe is,ancient, in the ſame manner as we ſay of 
women that {hamefully yield. themſelves.to pleaſure 
m their old age,- whilit they were young, chaft, and 
beautiful , they were' worthily eſteemed and admired 
of every one, but ſince age and lechery:, time and 
debauchery , ſeiſes upon-. them ,. they | become o 
ſtrangely altered, that they ſeem not to be the ſame 
perſons. We. muſt, look upon the Church of Rewe 
in this manner: She is no longer that beautiful Won- 
der, that raviſhing, Spouſe , ;whoſe Pifure Solomon 
labours to draw in chap. 4.. of the Carticles ; but an 
old Whore, the Mother of fornications and ' abomi- 
nations of the earth., mentioned by St.'Fohn , Revel, 
P 17: She 15-old I, confeſs, like unto thoſe old 
Palaces, which time and want of repair have brought 
to ruin. . I may exprels this by another reſemblance : 
She is ancient , as are the old Bodies infeted with 
Keprofie, and abounding with. vicious humours., 

| | which. 
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which putrefie the older they grow ; and corrupt the 
more with age, the continuance of the diſeaſe ha- 
ving ſo changed their -conftitution , that they are 
not to be'known by the 'former-idea's of their per- 
ſons. {1a this manner the Remiſb Church may beſaid 
to be ancient : -Antiquity-dothbur diſcover her ſhame, 
reveal her Apoſtacy , and declare her grievous Cor- 
ruptions. Let us {ay fomething more to the purpoſe. 

Men are known by their ſpeech, the home-bora 
Inhabitants. of a Country, are diſtinguiſhable from 
{ſtrangers by rheir language and pronunciation, I deſire 
no'more, to ſhew that the Church of Rome is not the 
true Churchof Chriſt, and'that the preſent Church is 
not the fame as that which was firſt eſtabliſhed : 
Liſten to the language of both, and you ſhall find a 
vaſt difference, | mote to the Popes language and 
to that of Jeſus Chriſt, to what the one commands 
and the other forbids, to what the firſt affirms and 
the latter denies, to what.Chrift with his Apoſtles 
preach and the Pope with his Doctors declare and 
publiſh, We need but read the Holy Goſpel and the 
Decretals of Kome , the Scripture and the Canons of 
the Council of Tr-»t, the Books of the ancient Fa- 
thers and the Belief of the Feſuits and of modern Au- 
thorsz to under{tand, that the Church which ſtiles 
her felf Chriftian, Catholick , Apeſtolick , and Roman,'s 
nothing of all that, and delerves none of thoſe glo- 
rious Titles, for ſhe is neither Chrift:ax, nor Catholick, 
nor <Apeſtolick, nor Romay , if we take the Roman 
Church for what ſhe was anciently. She cannot be 
properly named Chriſtian , becauſe the acknowledgeth 
another Lord and Superiour beſides Jeſus Chrift , and 

D] 2 
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denies Him to be the only Saviour of Men, aſcribing 
this honour to the Virgia Mary, and others, -by fay- 
ing, that ſhe may and doth ſave many by her interce- 
ding for them, that the Pope is able to do the like 
* by pardoning their fins and;granting unto them his 
Indulgences, and thar 'they themſelves may contri: 
bute to their own ſalvation by their ggod works, &>c. 
She is not Catholick, in that ſenſe which the Remani/ts 
give to this word, becauſe im & wo pe 2 Doctrine not 
agreeable to that which God: hath reyealed to usby 
His Son and Miniſters , and , prefexs|her own Tra- 
ditions before the Oracltes of the Holy Scripture, 
becauſe ſhe invents many ſuperſtitious Laws which 
occaſion grievous fins. She 15. not. Romas, like unto 
that Church which was 'anciently fo. called , for bex 
ſides that primitive Church , as we ſhall further rake 
notice, never did claim an univerfal Dominion , for 
the did acknowledge the Churches of | Axtioch , Alex- 
axuaria, and of Feruſalem, and others , to be her equals 
in all re{pe&s., therefore her Biſhops never; believed 
themlelves to be their fuperiours, but their brethiten 
_ and companions, The Chriſtians of thoſe days uni 
deritood nothing of Indulgences, of, Fraternitics,_of 
Holy-water, of Conſecrated Crums, of Relicks and: 
Repolitories, of Medals and; Beads ,|and other ſuch 
hike Baubles, in which the Church of Rowe placeth 
the Holineſs of Chriſtianity. They knew nothing of 
Holy Bread , kept in little Tabernacles, to be there 
worthipped ; they never had ia their] Churches Ima- 
ges, hke to thole of Rowe, as may appear by the 
words of Ep:phanie, who lived in the fourth Century, 
aud writ to John the Patriarch of Feraſalem = 

| plltic, 
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piltle,:which St. Ferome hath tranſlated into Zar;n, 
and therefoxe; declaxes- the Judgment of thoſe twp 
Eminent Perſons, In this Epiſtle he{aith, that when 
he went, into a Church, fituate in a Country Vil- 
lage , he perceived, upon the door aveil where there 
was an Image £0, be. ſeen, therefore he cauſed it to 
be taken down,. and to he torn in pieges; ;; for, faith 
he, by this means; men-, may introduce Idolatry a- 
mongt Chriſtians. By this paſſage we may under- 
Rand, that the Worthip' of. Images was a; ſtrange 
thing,,in that Age, as other Hiſtorians, and-! after 
mM Baronizes , arc forced to-conftels. - Chriftians of 
thoſe days did rather chuſe to þe burned alive and 
tormented , than toz{uffer. the. leaſt grain of Incenſe 
to fall from gheir bands into) that fixe;, | which, was 
intended to burn xt 40 hongur. of-,an Image or-Idol., 
which they were required to. worſhip; : Thoſe wite 
and couragious Chriſtians did chuſerather to behold 


' their own Arms and Members conſume in a fire, 


and endure the moſt {enſjble pazasand tortures ,.than 
to behold-the Smoak of Incenſe, fallen from their 
hands, mount up to the nole pf a ſenſele(s Idol. | They 
did rather chuſe to expole themlelves to the fury -of 
the. fires, and of, drawn ſwords, and undergo the 
torments of the wheels, of the wild beafts, <c.than 
to bow their knees: before a graven Image, and yi 
unto it. the lealt reſpect. |. O- Rewars of. our: days! 
if any of. the ancient Chriſtians could but rife out 
of. their graves, to come amongſt , you :intg your. 
Churches on {ome . Feſtival: day ,, what -wopld they 
ſay .or think , when they, ſhould (ce thejaccomplui- 
ment of Ezekie!'s Prophecy , ch4p. '$. 1o-many-abo- 
| 11inations 
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| -minations in the midſt of God's SanQuary 'the wor- 
| ſhip due to God alone paid to dumb Pictures which 


ſtand about. the walls of your Temples? when they 


"ſhould ſee that your Chriſtian Devotion conſifts 
_ chiefly in ſuch apiſh tricks, in thekiſfing of Altars, 


in cringings, | ſtretching out” of your arms, and 
fHgns of the Croſs often made, fometimes three or 


| five times in kneeling before an Image, with hands 


lifted up, in offering to it frankincenſe, in numbring 
a few beads, incaſting holy water upon the bones 


of the deecaſed, -in burning a wax candle, put out 


and lighted/again as many times as you have things 
to deſire from a Saint , &&c. 'How many tears would 


theſe ancient Catholick Raz Chriſtians ſhed, when 
they ſhould ſee'-rhis - Church pradtifing ſuch fooliſh 


things, ſo much contrary to the Trurh/of Chriſtian 


| Religion ? How many ſighs, groans, and lamen- 


tations ſhould -we hear from thetr pious Souls? Je- 
-remiah never uttered ſo many over the Ruins of Fers- 
.ſalem; O Rome ! Rome'! would they ſay, what change 


23s this? what are theſe impertinencies £ what won- 


derful metamorphoſis * Heretofore the Truth did cem- 


 -mand.-1in thee -over Errour, the Laws of God over 
_ *the Inventions of men, the Precepts of the Gofpel 


-over the Traditions -of the-people , and true Piety 


| -over Sepia ;. and God's Worſhip was chiefly 


regarded , but now-we ſee the contrary. Therefore 


the Church of Roe. which is now, 15 not the ſame 
| as/ that Chriſtian Church of Rome firſt- eſtabliſhed 
_ "there; buta ſhadow of it', which hath nothing of its 
| dikenefs, 1 would defire/the Ppi/fts never to boaſt 


of "the Age and Antiquity of their Church , they 
| EL have 
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have no reaſon to: glory, in that Rowe was'anciently 
one of the moſt famous. Churches: of: Chriſtendom, 
for it is not like what it' was heretofore. IMiſerum 
iftud verbum fuiſſe , faith Seneca, Tt is but a ſad- com- 
fort, and a bad cauſe of glory, to ſay we have bees, 
if we cannot fay alſo we are yet. This the Papiſts 
ſhould endeavour: to- make. good- unto- us, They 
ought to ſhew us by their. Do&trine and Works , 
that. the Church of Rome at preſent.1ts: the ſame. as it 
was of old,. which cannot; be done but by a refor- 
mation of all the abuſes ,. and a reducement-to:the 
firſt eſtate, whilſt they continue jas they are, they 
ſhall never diſcover what their firſt fathers have been, 
The moſt learned of. all their - Do&ors, who have 
undertaken to ſhew their conformity with the ans 
cient Church of Rexze, {cem to: be much perplex'd in. 
the proving of this: matter, very. weak 1n-their ar- 
guments, and ſo contrary to one another, that we 
need-but their own Books to, find out the falſtiood of 
their Dodrine., This every. one! may;take; noticei; 
that will peruſe them. without partaality-\ © I-riyght 
here name an hundred paſlages: out ,of-their Bodks- to 
prove the truth of what I:fay , bur-Ithink I have faid 
enough to make.the; Papsfts: apply' unto. therh(ſelves 
Tertullians reproach, directed to. the Heathens, A4pok 
adv. Gent. cap. 6. Teh me; where 151007: Religion? -whert 

is that reſpect that ye ome to: your. forefathers? you. are 
not like to them in- your habits, in your manner of tis 
Ving, in your cuſtoms, opinions , and in-your language : Tow 
praiſe antiquity , but gyery day you 2amrr new inventions? 
Tow differ much {3am the: worthy inſtitutions of your pre- 
deceſſors : pon ty your behaviour-,. Ph yewetain 
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-mthing of thyſe things that deſerve to be retained, but 


obſerve . that: which. deſetues it not, This. is a true 
repreſentation of the Church of Kone, 


d. 


In'the next place, that Sovereign Authority which 


this Church claims did ſeem to me. to be very well 


grounded, when I did conſider that which Jeſus 


Chriſt ſaith to St. Petey in many occaſions, eſpecially 


in that where He tells him, immediately atter the 


' Confeſſion of: his Faith, Thos art Peter ,, and upon this 


Rock 1 will build my Church , and the gates of hell ſhall 
»ot prevail againſt it ; I will give unto thee the keys 

the kingdom of heaven, whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on 
earth (ball be bonntt in hexven , and whatſoryer thouſhalt 


looſei tn earth ſhall be/ looſed in hewven: Mutth, 16. By 
' theſe words, Chriſt ſeems to give unto him and his 
| Succefſors a| full power, and more than to the reſt. 
' Thereare other paſſages of Holy Scripture that make 
"for rhe'ſame purpoſe , and St. Ati», and ſeveral 0: 
ther. Interpreters , ſeem: to favour this opinion-; and 
| Reafon it {elf ſeems to teach us the neceſſity of a vi- 
{ible Headoyer Chrift's Churchon earth, anſwerable 
| fo its. eſtate, -In this manner I did argue- with. my 
| Comrades , ſaving” been inſtrufed in the Schools of 
| Thomas "Awiltar',"Sitavtz'; and Others , \that* gathe? 
from thence many teafons to prove the Pope's Au- 


choriry and Sovercignty. But when Thad a little better 


examined. theſe- paſſages, -perufed the :Writings of 
the. Farhers\, ro-anderftand*rheir-judgient | this 


matter, 'I'have foand- that: there-is nothing more 
| 4 | falſe 


; 
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falſe than the Dodrines of irhe Popiſh Schools'in this 
eccalion, for Chriſt's words\to- St. Peter were not. 
{aid to him alone, .as may appear if we look into 
the Goſpel ,. for Jeſus Chriſt asked not only Peer, but 
all His Diſciples, and Peter anſwers not only in his 
own name, bur allo in that of the reſt of the A- 
poſtles, iz perſoria omnium Apiſtolorum faith St. Am- 
broſe , St. Chryſeſtome , and the other ancient Interpre- 
ters ; which words the Papifs have inſerted into their 
Breviar#m , or Rubrivk, ſpeaking of this - paſſage : 
When therefore the Son of God returns unto St.Peter, 
as a reward of his confeflion, the powerof binding 
and looſing, and the keys of heaven, &c. it is not 
to him alone that He ſpeaks: and grants all theſe 
priviledges, but to the reſt, in whole name St. Peter 
did anſwer, therefore a few days after He repeated 
unto them the ſame thing , and confirm'd the ſame 
priviledge to all the reſt of 'His Apoſtles , whatſoever 
ye ſhall bind on earth ſhall be bound in heaven, &c, 
Matth, 18, verf. 18, He addrefleth Himſelf to them 
all, and not to one alone: And if after His Reſur- 
rection , Chriſt ſpeaks to St, Peter only, Feed my ſheep ; 
this was as St. Cyri/, and other wile Interpreters have 
taken notice, with an-intent to cMfirm and re-admit 
him into the office of an Apoſtle, which he had re- 
nounced by his Apoſtacy from Chrift. He had de- 
nied his Maſter thrice, therefore the Son of God 
propoſes this queſtion , Loveff thou me ? three times. 
All this is noted inthe Rowan Rubrick. Thrice (faith 
St. Cyril, lib, 12. chap.641) He commands him tofeed His 
ſheep, to renew unto him the dignity, and confirm him 
in the office of' an Apoſtle , for fear that the denial of hs 
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-} Lord, which he had been guilty of through the weaknefi 
| of the flejh, ſpould ſeem to have caſhier'd him. For it 
1s to contradi&t what Jeſus Chriſt ſaid to all His A- 
poſtles, when He appointed them |to preach the 
Goſpel to Mankind, to teach and baptize, cc. to:ſay 
that none. but St. Peter had this power granted to him. 
But a great many paſſages of Holy Scripture do 
exprelly contradict this Doctrine : You have but one 
Maſter , but one Father , which i in heaven , \aith Jeſus 
Chriſt, Matth, 23. verſ.8, Ham the good Shepherd, 
1 know my Sheep, and lay down my life for them : He 
faith not, Iam an hired Shepherd , but the true Shep- 
herd, Foh»11. As there is but one Flock, there can 
be but one Shepherd; now whois this Shepherd , 
Chriſt or the Pope 2 My Father hath given me all power, 
in heaven and in earth, Matth. 28. 1 have power 
to pardon ſins on earth, Mark 2.10. God hath committed 
all judgment unto me , and power to execute _judg- 
ment, Johu 5, How can thele paſſages agree with 
the Popes.Sovereign Anthority 7 Isit.not a grievous 
aftront offered to Jeſus Chriſt , to ſet] this Divine Sa- 
viouralide, as Bellarmin doth, ſecluſa Chriſto , to help 
up. the Pope to his Throne, and inyeſt him into his 
Uturped Sovereignty? If we are toacknowledge but 
one Shepherd , but one Maſter , but one Lord, but one 
only Heir of the Fathers Power and Authority , ſhall 
we not rob Chriſt of thele His Divine Prerogatives , 

it we (hould offer to beſtow. them upon the Pope 7 
I am not ignorant of all the diſtin&tions made uie 
of in this occaſion, to: juſtifie the| Pope from this 
Ulurpation , but they are but philoſophical and aiery 
diftinctions,- of the tame nature as are commonly 
: invented 
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-avented: by.thewit of man , tojuſtife Ariforle from 
-his Belief and\ Doarine 'of the Worlds Eternity , 


Thomas Aquinas , and others, from their ſaying that 
the Virgina Aary was conceived in fin; Tertulliay, 
Origen , St. Bernard, and others, from teaching that 
the Souls of Saints are not adinitted-rto the Vition of 
God before the day of Judgment. They are fuch like 
diſtinctions as the Pirrhenians invented, to prove that 
white was black, that a hat was the ſame as a ſlipper, 
and an Ape like a Lion, &c. All theſe arguments 
and diſtintions might he -well reſented from the 
mouth of Ariſtotle , of Plato, Pythagoras, or- from a 
Carteſian Philoſopher, but not from a Catholick Chri- 
ſtian, who ought not to mind what he might ay , 
but what he ſhould believe in conſcience;- not what 
he can. maintain, but ,whar /he'is bound to embrace. 
When an Article of our Faith is concerned, ſuch a 
one muſt fet aſide liis diſputing humour, and the 
quirks and tricks of Logick', taught him in the 
Schools, to make a phain and ſincere profeſſion of 
the Truth. . For my part, I'think it-is the beſt, to 
declare ingenuouſly, that there canbe no folid reaſon 
found out, toauthorize our aſcribing to a man that 
which belongs to Jefus Chriſt alone by his own 
words. Norman can juſtly condemn/me ,' for having 
denied to the Pope, [that whichIread in the Goſpel to 
be Chriſts Prerogative-only:: - It i »ot pofſible , faith an 
ancient Father, to give too much to God ; eſpecially when 
man enters into competitian with Him. 

But liften, I pray ,'-to what the. Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Fathers ſay upon-this Article: There a5 one 
ſovereign or great Shepherd , ont Souls , {aith St, Peter, 
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Ep." 1; chap. 5... With: whons,; when He ſhall appear; we - 
Ta hays with Him ts glory.; ſurh' as feed the flock 
of Chriſt. committed to their charge , taking the overſight 
thereof, not by confiraint , but willingly'; not for filthy 
lucre , but of 4 ready mind, neither as being lords over 
| Gods heritage , \but,; &c.  Doth St. Peter eſtabliſh here 
the Popes Monarchy 2 doth not he rather undermine: 
the foundation of it £ No 27, ſaith St. Pani, can lay 
another foundation but that which is already laid , Feſws 
"Chriſt. There i« one Lawgiver. Who rt thou, ſaith 
St, Fames , that judgeſt another ? He hath the Keys. of 
David, that opens and none can ſbat ,. that ſhuts and no 
243 $an open, Revel, 3, How doth this agree with 
that which the Paprſfs would perſwade us of St. Peter, 
and of the Pope? Ought we not to gather from theſe 
paſſages, Doctrines contrary to their belief 2 Noway 
| can lay another foundation, &c. They, are therefore 
| much deceived, that affirm, that & Peter is the 
foundation of the Chriſtian Church, and that the 
Pope is. the head. There is but one Lawgiver , the 
Pope therefore hath 'no authority to command and 
| appoint Laws: Heis tobe looked upon as a Deceiver, 
' When he would perſwade us, that they are all out 
of the Church , that will not acknowledge his 
power. Jeſus Chrift hath the Key of Heaven , 'He 
opens and no man cafiſhut , &+c. I muſt therefore ſeck 
an entrance from Him , 1f He opens me the door, I 
ſhall be admitted, maugre the Pope, his Prieſts and 
Excommunications ; it He ſhuts 1t tome, the Po 

| hath no Abſolution: nor Indulgence of . a ſufficient 
| efficacy and power to open it. All, the: primitive 
| Dodorsconfirm this Doctrine, they aſcribe bo Frome 
L154 os © ril 
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Chriſt only, that which the Pap/s aſcribe to'St. Peter, 
and to the: Pope ;, wham they! have made his Succef- 
for, when Feſws Chriſt (ſaith St. Chegfoſipie, Toms. 3. 
Ser, de pent.) bath ſaid, upon this Reck ] will build my 
Church , He did not ſay upon Peter, for He hath not built 
His Church upon aan, but upon this Faith. what means 
(faith St. Auftir,,Tratd. 10. in Epift.Foen.) what means He 
by theſe words , upon this Rock I will build my Charch? He 
means upon this Faith, becauſe he had ſaid, Thou art.Chriſt 
the Son of the living God. St. Ambroſe ,- St. Hilary, 
Theophyladt , and many others, affirm the ſame thing. 
Optat, Millevitanm ſpeaking of Pope S:ricines, he doth 
not call him aſter or Holy Father”, exc. but Noſter 
Socies, our Companion, Contra Parmen.lib.2, Art 
thou bordering upon Achaia (faith Tertullian, de Pret. 
cap. 36.) thou art near to Cortnth , if thou art joyning to 
Macedonia thou haſt Philippi Theffalonica , if thor 
canſt go over into Aſia thou oat find Epheſus , and if 
thou neighboureſt upon Italy thou art not far from Rome, 
where we have authority. . | b-:.;4 wa 
Thus the Primitive Fathers diſcourſe unto us of 
the Church of Rome. Thiey never aſcribed unto her . 
any more power or priviledge, than to all the other 
Churches, Let any man therefore judge , what im- 
pudency and preſumption the- Popes. are guilty of, 
18 that they claim a Sovereign Power, not only over - 
| Spiritual Aﬀarrs, but alſo over the temporal, in all 
| Chriſtian Kingdoms. How blind,or rather how maſi- 
| cious, mulſt-the one Divines be, to employ all. 
their learning -and skall in maintaining of 'this Do- 
&rine 2. Iam periwaded, that there are but few that 
commit: this ſug out of ignorance, Do you judgeit - 
4 It. 
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it be not a grievous blaſphemy, to.extol the Pope'as 
thoſe Doctors do, and to appropriate unto him theſe 
Titles and Praiſes given him by ſome Councils, for 
example, that which Pope Nicholas 11, faid of thim- 
ſelf, Can. omnes diſt. 22, That he was inveſted with the 
Empire of Heaven and Earth, And Mattin V.'named 
himſelf, The Light of the world, and the. Father of 
Kings , &c, The modeſteſt of them all have ſuffered 
themſelves to be called, without renting their gar- 
[ments ,- as Paul and Barnabas once did in a like occa- 
ſion, The King of Kings ,the Sovereign of* the world, the 
Fudge of all jap pas"; , from whoſe Sentence there is 
70 __ to God's Tribunal, for it were to pear from one 
to the ſame Being , for God's Anthority and that of the 
Popes is but the ſame ; as if the Father, |the Son , the 
Holy Ghoft, and the Pope, were but one God. They 
' name himallſo , the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
| fins of the world , God's Majeſty on earth , the Brightneſs 
' of God's Preſence, the. Bridegroom of the Chriſtian Church, 
? the Lion of the Tribe of Juda, God's Vicegerent, the 
| Holy of Holies, Jnfallible , Almighty, &c. The Popes 
| haveclaimed theſe and many other Titles , which I 
' am ready to ſhew, not only in the Writings of the 
| Roman Doctors, but allo in their Rubricks, if any 
man ſhall queſtion what I now ſay, They have 
claimed them both by word and deed, requirin 
the Kings themſelvesto kiſs their flippers, and wit 
| tfeirfeer they have caft down the Crowns of Empe- 
| rours from their heads, as Pope Celeſtiz treated Henry 
the Sixth: They have trampled them under. their 
| feet, as Alexauder did- the Crown of | Frederith Bar-. 
| baroſſa, "What. may be mcre ſaid of Jelus Chritt, to 


put 
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put a difference between him and the Pope's Here 1s 


the fulfilling of all the Impieties which St. Pax! did- 


foretell, 2 The]. 2.7. 3. The max of ſinſhall be revealed, 
the ſon of perditivn, who oppeſeth and exalteth himſelf 
above all that is called God, om that is worſhipped, ſo 
that he as God ſutteth inthe Temple of God, 


d. 


The pretended Succeſhon of the Roman Biſhops , 
ſo much ſpoken of in their Writings , and in the 
Pulpits of that Church, did ſeem to me to be very well 
grounded in Holy Scripture; and | by the continued 
Catalogue of all the Popes', which the modern Po- 
pith Authors have gathered from the ancient Hiſto- 
rians , Idid judge, that this was but the conſequence 
of Chriſt's promile to St. leter , when He told him, 
that his faith ſhould never fail , and that the gates of hell 


{hould never prevail againſt his Church, 1 was perſ[wa- - 


ded, that this was plainly to be ſeen inthe Church 
of Rome ; that above ſixteen hundred years no.Schi(m 
hath been ſo great, as to hinder the Popes to ſucceed 


 - one after another. There 15* no place in the world, 


where ſo long and noble a Catalogue is to be ſeen, 
and a Succeſſion of {o many. lawful Biſhops. 

But ſince 1 have curiouſly examined the Truth , 
linceI have look'd into the Hiſtories to find out this 
continued Succeſſion of Roman Biſhops for ſo many: 
years , I have found the Writers-{o.perplex'd upon 


| this Subje&, nay the Papiſts themlelves are ſo obſcure 


and ambiguous , that we may juſtly ſay, that the 
molt part of them ſpeak they know not what, for. 
| molt 
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«moſt of them are guilty of contradiQion; for how 


j 
# = 


can they agree this continued Succeſſion withour 


| interruption, with what Ozsphrizs ſaith in his Chro- 
| nicle, where he mentions no lefs than fix and twenty 
"| Schiſms in the ChurclFof Rome , the twentieth laſted 


forty years, and the twenty ſixth continued: ſince 


* Hrbanuws YL. until the Council of Conſtance , as Gene- 


brard faith , Chron: lib. 4. an. 1378. theone and twen- 
tieth laſted ſix and thirty years, as the ſame Author 
affirms, during all this time the Church of Roe had 


| 


two Popes, that did excommunicate one another, 


_ . Amn.1389 2: How can we agree this Succeſſion with 


what Barozins faith £ for he 15 forced to acknowledge 
it, after ſo many Hiſtorians, that at Reme there have . 
been no leſs than three Popes together , whom he 
names #ricipitem beſtian portis inferis emergentem, tom. 
Ii. and an. bogg: ſed. 5. a beaſt with three heads 
aſcending out of the bottomlels pit, | 

All three ſaith Be/larmin, namely, Gregory X 177. 
Benedictus X I1T. and John XX1171. had the tame ap- 
parent right to the Popes Miter , de poprif. 1b. 4.c. 14. 
How can we allo agree this Doqrine with Baronins , 
an. 912. ſett. 87 He faith, That the Clergy were not 
admitted tothe Eleftion , = the 4-8 were not obſer- 
ved, and all ancient Cuſtoms of chuſing Popes ſet aſide: 
what Cardinals think ye (| Nt he) vhs theſe rod 
did create for according to the uſual courſe of nature every 
thing begets its likeneff, &c, Lechery (ſaith Platin, in 
vita BenediCti) brought forth theſe Monſters , theſe Pre- 
aigtes , who by ambition and gifts have intruded them- 


fetues in, and wot lawfully enjoyed St. Peter's Chair. 


See what the Hiſtorians of the Church of Rome have 
- been 
& Py 


[29] 

been forced to.acknawledge , alt they lnaveers 
deavoured' ito p monber.f bo re rg and | hide 
them from the knowledge of | the world... /How can 
any have the oe or toimaintain,: that the Faith 
of this Church hath never failedi:>rhar: tlie gates/of 
hell could never | mn apainſt':iv2 and' that there. 
wasnever any diſcontinuancein the ſuecefion/ of 'its 
Biſhops, ' &c? Yet this is A allirmed',; with 


allowance, in the Schools of hot 5. 'This Do- 
Qrine I have al{o/heretofored ed in'Theſes, which 


- I publiſhed amongſtthem :iThat:alrhoogh the'Eie- 
| Mon of the Remax Biſhops hath paſſed almoſtar way 


time by bribes, fraud , violence; murder; ic#c, 

though the Church of Roe hath been frequently , 
and for a long, while, dividedvinto SeRs and-Batti- 
ons, and that imuch-difordet hath happened in it, 
nevertheleſs we ought' to: believe. and affirm , that 
the Holy Ghoſt did govern theſe EleQions, - and that 


they were by Gods appointment , and'thatthe Faitli 


of 'this Church hath never failed; becauſe Idid fup- 
e there .hath always'been a- wonderful agreement 
ween all-its Members, &c.. Letany man judge , 
if ever Arias," Pelapins, Marcion,' or any other Here- 
tick , didever teach ſuch -impndent Doqrine as thisy 
in'Mahomet's Alcoran-there is no 'abfurtity found like 
unto it, © - 't ef oth )p10-2tt Of GomEe "21h 
''' The great crowd of Marthrs; and the multitude 
of other Noble Saints, who have performed fo many 
Miracles, and arc — by the Papiſts as their 
i own, 


EY eee eat 
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| owny;wWas:anotheri powerful motive, to perſwade 
 mevf 'the Truth of their Faith, and] of the Sandtity 
; of theirReligion, Whois it, ſaid I to myſelf, that 
| dares deny, that a Religion where ſo many Martyrs 
| appear, that have. laid Þ 

| Cauſe, where fo many Saints have obſerved the 
| Rules of the Goſpel , and made ſuch a glorious pro- 
| eſſionof all Chriſtian Virtues, a Religion, where *' 
| ſo many pious Souls do yet livea very exemplary and | 
| @ holy life, having forſaken the World to confine 
th ves'to:a Convent : Who dares deny ſuch a 
 Religionto be the beſt ,' the ſecureft , and the holieft 
| of alle In-this manner I did argue, and many judi- 
| cious Perſons ſuffer themſelves to be thus deceived 
_ whh a falſeappearance.' | 


wn their Lives for Chrilt's 


But ſugh as-will,, as I have'done;; look more nar- 


| rowly to this ns and weigh every thing in 


the Scales of the Sanctuary, ſhall find by experience , 


| that the:Church of Rome hath no caule to .glory ſo 
 much;in them, | Thereiare many Martyrs reckoned 
| IntheChurch-of ;Zowe, I confeſs, but-rhis is: no in- 
| tallible proof of- its excellency :- There have been 
many alld.inthe Churches of Feruſalem , of Antioch, 
| of, the: Georgiany ;; Muſequites ». Greeks, cc. yet the 
- | Pdpiſts,efteemithear nos themore... But they. lay-that 
| many Saints in this Profeſſion have, and'do yet.per- 
| torm notable Miracles. I have caule to queſtion the 


truth of this Afertion , for many falſe ones are pub- 
liſhed ; but when they ſhould be real, they are no 
infallible; ſigns 'of the; Txuth of, their: Faith, for the 
Magicians of Fae by Gegs permiſſipn, didalſowork 
Maracles , Exod, «hap. 757, God, whole Secrets $2 

T7 ; Judg- 
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Judgmentsare not to.be: ſearched 'out , may ſuffer the 
Devil to keep men in ignorance by/this/means;. -But 
the Papiſts ſay , that amongſt them _ Religious 
Perſons are to be ſeen, that lead a moſt holy life. 
I anſwer, that they are for*the moſt part but whired 
Sepulchres , and that this is the. Devils cunning to 
deceive Souls. I ſhall ſay ſomething /more- ins this 
Chapter. But what advantage do they expect from 
this Argument * There are men of honeſty ever 

where. amongſt the Heathens and\ Hereticks-as we 

as amongſt the Chriſtians and\Catholicksithere are 
perſons of -good behaviour, or at«leaſt_appeat ſo. to 
the world. This is therefore:no infallible ſign.of a 
true Religion , but ſuppole it were {o , that the holi- 
neſs and- integrity. of life were'an.infallible fign' of 
the Truth, the Papiftv will never beabletobetter their 
Cauſe by this realon, unleſstheir Chief and' Goyer- 
nours , who. are'to:be look'd: upon }as the-Paterns of 


the reſt, change thew manner of living. TheChuxch 


of Rome is not fo-holy ,.'as it'is ſaid:to beta:the.funple 
people., ignorant. ofthe Aﬀairs of. that City. Exar 
min the TranſaQions there now .3/and- within this 
eight or .nine hundred years.--If we did but-ſee the 
diſorders: of -this Church plainly. preſented unta-us 

we ſhould have\caufe to wander. at the thingarelated 
by the Papiſts themſelves of. their Papes.....Lfhall-here 
mention! ſome 'of them ,; and. 'that.d! may not be tra- 
duced as.a'Lyar,1:ſhalt brangtwo'or three of their 
own famous Writers ſpeaking-of the Court of Rowe, 
ſuch. 1 mean whot endeayour.i\to»caver. its. imperr 

fetions,: and havenevyer made-uſe-of their Pens but 
in its defence. -+'The firſt weve St. Bernard, Ser. I 
.F-2 - 


8 _— RE Panli': this man's antegrity can never be 

| | Ta''this manner: he ſpeaks of the Cort 

| | -of Riine © Iniquity prozeeds from the vpreve Tudges, who 
, - ore __ (qe pr s Vicegerents, 4 

| His peopl | them ww cannoe-ſay; As 1s the 

| 


who:ſerm to wm 
4d the i» forothe people were not 1ike or. ſo bad. ts 


pr era f wired Corſid. ad Eugen, lib, v. 
cad;\ x. EY all parts of | the world the. ambitious , the- 
coverons', id, Perſons guilty of ſyrony ;" ſacriledge , de- 
bauchery and inrb/f;iiant ſuch like UA onfters.; did flock to. 
Rome !:+ Jet thEE faſt ical: Hindus tor te heep thew 
by the Pope's Alabbrity.10 About che year 8974 -Cardi- 
nalBaroninsalfivmns y Thar theres ware' the wickeu 
rs olbt tn refiein 82/ Peers Chair, nw of 'muſt 
| ined 3: gs marry of 329fi; u chr wp? ani 

s | Gly iahudnas 02 n4 whed We” hreviryreſpeee. And: 
/ whey leiſpaks brake ear 900.; he' intaeats rhe 
» | weeaker:fbrtofiChijftians nor totbe offended from 
thencefortli,, .if' thdy ſee ſometimes the abomination of 
dleſotation3in ch Tenplcaf Ga... Afterwards he eryes. 
out: naar hareibla naonftehe where introduced into thi 
Ste, Whith: the Anvels refpets ? 0:a:ferace'! : Oprief! 
how many evils hrveiprocerded from\' thems'' how "many 


tragedies have' beep atted Þy them? whar:wib 
fas hve betw bert” oommnicred in this glorious: -_ 


| | attions have-appetred here Sc," 
| _ year 9145 Hefaith ;/iſet7.8.: this Church war. - 
|" debauthnd-wimeing) in vide, Thir th flee 
«nd the: noted whores didgovers: regs At _ 
tht See was difpafed s WEE Create ; 
one proc Favourttes ; 4-5 were Sts i in St.'Pe- 


bers Chair to be: Paper” "This is What Bwroninr hath: 
been. 


_—_ 
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peer food to noknowledie, after inatyothteUiltee 


rrans , who: have recorged/the diſorders of the Reman 


Church. Let any man read Genebrard, Chroy, |, cad 
4nn. 902. ſider, Pelenſ: 1; 3.epift. 223. Baptiſh. Mantuan. 
de calam. ſnorum temp. 1. 3.: Alvar. Pelag, de planits 
Eccles, Orltt anymin g9 to Rave 5 toleethow- ſuch 
behave themſelves!; :who-pretend. to: be eftabliſhed of 
God-to gavern' His 'Church: on earth ; and they (hall 
nd; there/ more: wickednels, than ever was-in' Sodom 


or:in Nineveh.... Let Rome be: therdfore aſbamed , ſaith: 
2 Learned Mairwho behield thee aboinigations, C/aud,. 
Eſpenſ. 4n Epiſt.ad.Fituc; 1. Let her never offer $a ſhem- 


ac Cutelogne of. ber ſhameful Crimes, 1. would advile 
her-to notimention nor produce 'this Calendar of fo 


many Saints, whom ſhe hath canoniſed,.and in whom- 


ſbe-glories ſo much 4 for all'/thoſe-former;Saints- dif 
cover her ſhame, :ſeting that the Lives of the preſent 


Popes: and Governours are quite contrary. to theirs. 
therefore the hath no cauſe to challenge. them as her- . 
own:-.Fhaſe former /Worthies are her.reproach;and: 
condemiadtion;; becauſe: ſhe doth mor -imitate their: 
Exdnple:: Nevertheleſs the Bopith Ddcors'are!{d 


mpertinent-, to: boalt-af theſe dilorders, vices,. and 
abominations:,. and to gather from thence reaſons to 
prove:the.truth and holoels of their Religion. 'Whis 


would: \believe/that” Barovius;c after: that'he had:filled: 


his CAxnls with the: filthy debaucheries of. many 


Popes, ſhould gather from. thence a: concluſion: to - 


the advantage'of.his Churches Yet this he doth very 


; | boldly; for: when. ke liath taken-notice:of-the'de-- 
bauch'd and: abominable. Lives: of--fome. Popes: de-- 
clared. their vices in. 2 moſt horrible gag 
= | ACKNOW-- 


| | [34] | 
| acknowledged all that hath-been written of them 
| by his predeceſſors to be'very true, that there have 
| been Popes very ambitions , covetous, ſymoniacal , im- 
pious, Mnraerers , -lecherons , inceſtuous,, Atheiſts , and 
Sodemites ; which things the Papiſts cannot deny , be- 
*eaule their own Hiſtorians declare them. Never- 
thele(s; when Baronins hath ſaid all this of the Popes, 
*poneludes, as boldly as if he had to prove the Di- 
$.of Jeſus Chriſt, That all thele Vices, by 
ich St. Peter's Chair hath been diſhonoured ;: are 
of its Holineſs, Excellency, and Infallibility z 
| zfe,, faith he, God hath permitted all theſe de- 
| - baucheries and wickedneſles in ſuch as were the Go» 
' vernours of His Church without puniſhing them ; 
this diſcovers that this Eſtate is more ſacred-, more 
: holy, and more regarded of God, than that of Kings, 
whom God commonly chaſtiſeth as foon as they are 
unfaithful and abuſe their Authority, - I muſt needs 
confeſs, that I was never more aſtoniſhed, than when 
I found this' Argument made. uſe of by this Learned 
Man, -and heard it approved of in the Popiſh:Schools: 
Me thinks'I could as eaſily prove the union of Con- 
traries to be found in- the ſame Subje&, as to ſhew the 
union and correſpondency of this. Concluſion: with 
the /Principles- from ' whence it is drawn... In this 
Church moſt abominable Popes have! been ſeen. . 4/- 
war. Pelag. a Portugues Biſhop , tells us, 1b. 2. art. 15, 
of many Popes , who have crept intothat See by their 
factions , agreements, covenants, aud large 'promiſes'; 
and when they have got 'in ,” all their gydeavonr- was to 
enrich and raiſe their Relations , to promote their friends 
zo the chief Offices, to live rhewſolbes in pleaſure, and 
| to 
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to diggfie their Kinared, building Towers aud Palaces itt 
Babyiou, 1 mean Rome, ſo called by St. Terome, - Theſe 
Popes have fomented the Wars and Fadtions in Italy , it- 

ead of maintaining the unity of the Church : they have 
waſted. the ſacred Revenues , advanced moſt unworthyper- 
fors , andgloried in their chariots , elephants, horſes, rich 
garments, numerous train, guards , and noble attendants* 
They have 7 the power of the ſword often endeavoured 
to enlarge their own Borders , and ſeize upon the Terri- 
tories Wa their neighbouring Princes , never minding the. 


| ſalvation of ſouls, but have beew additted to the pleaſures 
| of the fleſh, &c. Theſe Men for money have ſold , 4s 
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Judas did , Chriſt's Body , conſecrated the Sacraments , 
and celebrated Orders for filuer , &c, We have ſeen, 
(aith the ſame Author, /7b. 2. ars. 2, fol. 104.) mer 
that have made this City like Sodom and Nineveh, by 
letting in , and countenancing all manner of vices, publick 
and private , as covetouſneſS,, ambition, ſymony , uſur- 
pations , uncleannefs, vain. glory, exvy; tyranny , and 
ather crimes which cannot nor ought not to be named. we 


have ſeen in God's ſanttuary (faith the Biſhop of Bitonte; 


in the beginning of the Council of Trex? , orat. hab. 
in concil. Trid. ſeſſ. 1:) ſpamelefs monſters, rotten veſſels: 
full of infettion, publick plagues, KC. ſo that there remains. 
10 appearance nor « $66 of good life , but an mmoderate 
and extraordinary debauchery, a notable impudency , more 
crimes than can be well credited, we bave ſeen (accor- 
ding to the teſtimony of ſome Cardinals ,' choſen by. 
Pope Paw: 7 17. for the Reformation of the Church. 
Concil,” deleth. Cardin, tom: 3. pag. 823.) Whores walking : 
about the ftyeets of Rome: as honourable Dames, carried 
upen Mults , attended and waited: upon by Noblemen and. 
| | Car- 


& 

"Cardinals Chaplains ,. ſuch like ſcandals have —_— 
ſeen elſewhere. but in this City. We have ſcen (faith 
Guiſchardder, Hiſt. of taly , &b. 1. ſect, 2.) Rodericys 

Borgia,, who was afterwards Pope Alexander 1, buy 
the priviledge of diſpoſing of the Holy Treaſury. And 
Platine and Barorins relate ,\ that there have beenſome- 
Popes introduc'd by viotence, ' who have clap in 

priſon ſuch as were before in poſſeſſion of the-See of 
Rome , as Chriſtopher did Leo YIIZ7. Some have been 
fo baſe and furious, that they have taken up the Bodies: 
of their Predecefſors, whoſe Fingers', wherewith 
they had given rheir bleſſing to the people, they have 
cut off and caſt into the Tybar, as Stephen FY I. trea- 
ted Formoſus, In. ſhort, we have ſeenmen more co- 
vetous , ambitious ,. impious , lecherous , cruel, and. 
wicked, than in the moſt licentious Courts, than 
amongft the moſt barbarous Nations. And Gere- 
brard. Chron. Lib. 4. faith, that theſe diſorders have 


laſted ſometimes 150 years together. During this 


rime ,. faith Beronins, ann. 912. ſect. 8. Jeſus Chriſt 
flepe very ſoundly in the bottom of the br and wink'd at all 
#heſe miſchjefs. _ Therefore from. hence he gathers 
this conclaſion ,' for this cauſe' the Church of Rome 
muſt needs be the trueſt, the holieſt, and beſt beloyed 
of God, infallible , and the only Church that may- 
be named Catholick , 4c. Lerany man judge, if this 
be not the moſt impudent and unjuſt reaſoning in 
the world : The Heatheniſh Philoſophers have taughc 
theſe Popiſh: Doctors to argue -in this manner for 
their Rehgion\ from -this-ancient Maxim: of theirs, 
Ex quolibet fit quodliber : That from any Principle we: 
may draw any Concluſion, either ggod or evil: They 
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care not ſo they can but maintain their Theſis and 
Opinion z but theſe kind of Reaſons diſcover: their 
weakneſs: For any Underſtanding may perceive from 
thence the feeblenels of their Doctrine , the falſhood 
of their Religion , ſeeing that they are driven to draw 
ſuch Concluſions as are quite contrary to the nature 
and truth of "the things” themſelves. If any man 
ſay that this Reaſon is not/in Zaroni#s, word for 
word as I have expreſſed it; the premiſes are there, 
and the Concluſion , not 1n two or three words, and 
in ſuch a plain and ſuccin& manner as I have here 
related it, but it is laid down in a more ample; and 
more florid Diſcourſe, which tends to no other end, 
but to prove the Truth , Holineſs, and Excellency of 
of the. Popiſh Religion , from the Vices and De- 
baucheries of its Prieſts and Popes. This cannot 
but be look'd upon as very, ridiculous by any man 
of Judgement. For if. their Reaſons were good , 
I might as well fay that Pharaoh's Kingdom was holy, 
becauſe God ſuffered it to continue fo long without; 
puniſhing him , and did many Miracles for his fake 
and that the Twkiſh Religion muſt needs be the ho- 
lieſt and the beſt at preſent, becauſe God hath ſuffered 
it to abide ſo many years, and increaſe every day , 
although its Chieftains lead moſt filthy lives. 

Thele and ſuch like Conſiderations , which I have 
had by reading the Books of the Popiſh Doctors and 
Hiſtorians, have leſſened that,vaſt eſteem that I had 
formerly for that Church , and made me to under- 
ſtand , that all its excellent Priviledges, which it 
claims, and which they. aſſign 'to/ her ,| are but | 
whimſeys and Chimera's begot in their fancy by their 
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fondneſs for their Religion , the Popes ambition, 
and the credulity of filly minds, who are ready to 
believe any thing , the greateſt abſurdity , if boldly 
aſſerted. Let us proceed next to our. other Conſ!-- 
derations, 


THE SECOND PART. 

THE Second Reaſon that hath ſo long time kept 
| my Mind in a ballance, was grounded upon 
the Faith and Articles of that: Church, 1 did fe- 
riouſly examine all thoſe things which ſhe engageth 
us tobelieve/as infallible Truths 4 the Pope's Infal- 
libility, the real and corporal preſence of Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Sacrament of the Altar , the Sacrifice of the 
Mals , Purgproty's the Invocation of' Saints, and 
the certain'damnation of all thoſe who acknowledge 
not the Pope for their Superiour , &c.| I thought 
all this to be very true, when I look'd upon it with 
the Popiſh Spe&acles which they give to all that 
read their Writings, or ſtudy in'their Schools, 'and 
judged this Church to be the beſt and holieft. Hath 
fot Jeſus Chriſt ſaid; I have promiſed! to St. Peter, 
that his Faith fbanld never fail ? doth not he mean 
that his Succefſors ſhould be always:falible ? hath 
he not! faid iti celebrating his Holy SOPERr that the 
Bread was his Body), and the Wine his Bod, expreſly, 
and in” proper terms ? &c. In-this manner I did 
argue upon all the Articles of the Popiſh/Faith , con- 
cluding always to its advantage. et? , bolt 

But when-1 had more narrowly Examined-theſc 
matters alone, without partiality , I found that 1 was 
| very 


[9] 
very far from Truth, that all theſe Articles of Faith 
were not conformable to H6ly Scripture, but alto- 
gether contrary , and the Popiſh Religion oppolite 
to that of Jeſus Chriſt , of the Apoſtles, and of the 


Primitive Fathers. | 


J. 


For where ſhall we find any thing of the Pope's 
Infallibility in the Holy Scriptures ſhall not we find 
rather, that the holieſt of men are {iars? Pal. 115. 
II, and 61,10. That we, fail all in many things , and 
that if' any man fails not in word , he may buaft of being 
a perfeft man, Jam. 3. and St. Fobz tatorms us , that 
we are all Sinners, Moreaver, this Infallibility is 
according to the' judgment of the Popiſth Doors , 
one of its Divine Attributes, tiled bs them Un- 
communicable , how can they therefore ſay that 
God hath given it to a man? and why to the Pope 
of all other men 2 ſeeing that according to the Pa- 
piits confeſſion , he is many times a very wicked 
man. And St. Peter bimſelf , unto whom the Son 
of God had promiſed that his Faith ſhould never fail, 
from whence they would eſtabliſh this Doctrine , was 
guilty of 2 great miſtake concerning the Circumci- 
lion of the Jews and Gentiles, as St. Paw! afhrms, 
1 have reſiſted him to his face ,. ſaith he , for he was tobe 
blamed, 1s it poſſible, that the Pope, choſen by a 
company of men who know not whom they pitch 
upon ,- and promoted many ' times by Legerdemain, 
by Bribes , ſubtilty, : ral Intereſts, Princes fa- 
yours Is it poſlible, that theſe Popes, who are 
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to be all 2r/ies born | elected out' of the number of 
Cardinals, and ſo aged, that they can ſtarce do any 
good , bur by orhers 7. -Is it poſlible that theſe Popes, 
promoted by. the aſfiltance of. Whores., andthe 
Cardinals Courtizans, as Baroniwe- and Belarmn:, 
and others acknowledge , ſhould be more infallible 
than St. Peter , choſen by Chriſt himſelf 2 How 
can we imagin that ſuch a man ſhould be a Treaſury 
intruſted' with Divine knowledge and the will of 
God: that his voice witweraress | out of his Chair, 
ihould be the voice: ob Heaven , that he ſhould be able 
ro cauſe the Holy Ghoſt to go and come at his plea- 
iure; and tooblige God to ratifie and confirm all his 
Laws in. the World, to cdmmand when he com- 
mands., to prohibit when he prohibits, to damn 
when he damns, and to ſave when he ſaith the word! 
Before we can believe this, they mult (deprive us of 
our judgments, and make us Ls beaſts before 
we can become Chriſtians, and deal with us worſe 
than 2Mahomzet deals with his Muſſalmans. 

' The Pope, being aſffiſted by tome of his Brethren, 
hath- pronounced the Sentence ; which they ſay is, 
ex Cathedra, and condemned Fanſenins and his fol- 
lowers, he hath declared them to be Hereticks 
muſt F believe it as an Article of Faith « becauſe 
he ſaith, that 1n the Book of this Learned Biſhop 
there are five Propoſitions , the ſame as were con- 
demned heretofore in Calviz , and that only fromthe 
.1nformation. of the holy Fathers rhe Feſuits : Muſt I 
take all this as an Article of my Faith , although 
Mr. Arnaldaus, and other Doors of the Port-Royal 
have proved to all that can but read , . that theſe 
Pro- 
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Propolitions are not be found in his Books; The 
Pope faith that Peter d' Acantara , Francis de Sales, and 
Pics V. are He-Saints in Heaven, that Mary: Mag- 
delen of Pazzi , Mother Roſe, and others, are She- 
Saints 5 he commands us topray to them: If I doubt 
of it ,. and ſpeak as the wite Son of Srrach, Eccl. g. 
whole Book is received amongſt the Canonical , 
That no body knows whether he be worthy of. love or hatred, 
much leſs doth. he know thts of others : if F ſhould 
lay as the Goſpel, that 1t belongs to God to judge 
men, and that all Fudament is left unto Feſus Chritt ; 
or as St. Paul, that the Judgments of God are unſearch- 
able, and: that therefore I leave it to him; I am an 
Heretick amongft the. Pap//fs. Since thele He: and 
She-Saints have: been Canonized, it is become: an 
Article of Faith to believe them in Heaven :: Before 
I was at my own choice, to credit what pleaſed , 
but ſince that time I am no longer free ,| the Pope 
hath ſaid it, we muſt therefore believe it: if I de- 
{piſe their Mediation, if I negle& to pray to them, 
out of a diſtruſt of their happineſs and credit with 
God ; L am an Infidel , ad an Athieſt, in the 
judgment of. the Papiffs.. Is not this to mock God and 

men * | 
Some of them anſwer, that: the Pope| may erre 
in matters of fait , but not in matters of right , Bellar- 
min. de Po. /. 4. cap. 2. But we all know that moſt 
of their. queſtions of right depend upon matters of 
Fact, and that the judgmeat of right , which con- 
cerns not only rhe Doctrines of the Holy Seripture, 
but an infinit. number of other things received by 
Tradition., proceeds from the teſtimony and infor- 
| | mation 
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mation which they. have receivedof ſeveral matters 


that.St. Awrbroſe, St, Chryſoftome , St. Auſtin, St. Cyril 
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of Fact. Suppoſe therefore that all theſe informations 
hould be falſe, as they may bez for the Pope, who 
only is to be look'd upon as[atallible, accaxding to the 
Papiits Doarine , 'hath not ſeen all theſe things , he 


believes it from the teſtimony of others. For Exam- 
-ple; It is an Article of Faith amongſt them, that 


St. Peter hath been twenty, five years Biſhop of Rome, 
that he hath added the word enim» to the words of the 


-Conſecration , ſaying , Hoc eft enim corpus meum ; and 


not as it is in the Goſpel , Hoc eff corpes menm : that 


'he did mingle water with the Wine, in the Mais. If 


theſe things, that are all matters of fa& , which 


-cannot be proved by Holy Scripture ,| be falle, as 


we have cauſe to imagin , what certainty can we 


"have of-the right and truth which depends upoa it * 


0. 


| Moreover, I find the Papiffs Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper differing very much from the deſcri- 
_ which Chriſt and his Apoſtles |have left us. 
's 


is the bread of life , ſay the Romaniſts,, the bread of 
Angels , the Heavenly bread , the Body and Bloud of 
Feſws Chriit: I have always believed it to be fo, I 
think there 15 no good Chriſtian that doubts of it. 
We all know: that it is no common Bread, no body 
will contradid them in this , St. Jt: ſhall not be 
condemned for affirming it. That the Bread be- 
comes the Zody of Chriſt , and the Wine his Blood, 8c. 
all this is well and very true, we are not ignorant 
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of Feruſalem, and many other ancient Doctors name-_ 
it ſo. But how can the Papi#s ſhew by the Holy 
Scripture that Chriſt is there, in the fame manner 
as they affirm, by a real preſence, which 15 not only 
ſpiritual , but materfal and corporal 2 That he is 
there /in the ſame manner as he was of old. in the. 
Virgins womb, in the manges of Bethlehem , upon 
Mount Tabor , and upon the Croſs, and neverthele(s 
that he is in the higheſt Heavens ,. at the right hand- 
of God the Father © Where can they find in all 
the four Evangeliſts any Text that mentions this 
prodigious Miracle of the Tranſubſtantiation ,'or tranſ- 
mutation of the bread into: the real Body of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, and of the wine into his Blood-; with a: 
deſtrution of the firſt , and a creation of. the latter, 
by the efficacy of four words uttered by a Prieſt? 
W here is there a Writer of the Gree#, or of the an- 
cient Zatiz Church, that ſpealss of this Myſtery in. 
the ſame manner as Thomas Aquinas ; who main- 
tained 4 corporal preſence multiplied , without ditifion ;_ 
accidents ſuſtained without their proper ſabſtance ;" a dif 
continuance of a being , without corruption; 4 production 
of the ſame effetts - 4 cauſe that is not ; an humane and. 
divine ſubſtance under the appearance of a Wafey ; 4 God 
made man, where nothing of his manhood us to be ſeem ; 
& body without extenſion ; a life without motion'; ay in- 
finite number of equal parts , proportionable to their totum. 
in « Mathematical point ; arelation from the ſame tothe 
ſame, from the firit to a ſecond, who are but one ; 4 
ſituation without ſpace ; xn nbiquity without place ;| a 
general deftiruttion of all Predicaments by this ſuppoſed 
Myſtery, or Manhi , as he calls it 2: a word which 
expreſleth . 
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expreſſeth the admiration of the Yſaelites , when 
they ſaw .the Hanna fall amonglt them, Did ever 
St. Ambroſe , St. ——. or any of the four chief 
Doctors of the'Chriitian Church ſpeak in this man- 
ner they did never imagine that ſo many abſur- 

dities could 'enter into the minds of men. I am 
perſwaded , that if this Door , ſtiled by them the 
Angelick Doctor , becaule of the rare Taventions of 

his Wit, had livedin thedays'of St. Auftiz, and had 

| m_ unto him in theſe terms , that Primitive 
zather would never have underſtood him , although 

he underſtood the Predicaments of Ariſtotle without 
Futor: doubtleſs hehad taken him for a man faln from 

he Clouds, dwelling. in the Globe of the Moon, or 

for one that maintains that there 41s there another 

World. | 

| Where have they ſeen in Holy Scripture , or 
amongſt the ancient Fathers, That the Lay-men muſt 
»ot communicate in both kinds ; that the Maſf is a Sacrti- 

fice where the Paſſion of our Saviour is really renewed ; 

that Feſus Chrift will be there worſhipped in a viſible 
manner., by an adoration that relates to the ſubitances, 
as.God himſelf, if he were to be ſeen ; according to the 

| Command of the Council of Trext ? I have been 
ſeveral years reading and PR__ the Holy Scrti- 
ptuxes and its Interpreters, bur I have found nothing 

there like to theſe Docrines , unleſs it be in the 

hy Has Authors , for I have met with an hundred 
paſſages contrary to this belief. I confeſs we find 

in Holy Writ that Chriſt hath ſaid , This ts my Body ; 

\ but he hath ſaid alſo, 7 aw: the Door, 7 am the Stone, 

'T am the Vine , and the Shepherd of the Sheep , w 
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If we-are-to'take 'all theſe expreſſions in-a- literal 
fone, 'we'mulſt believe that he is a'Dvor,, a! Store', 


aVine, a Shepherd of Sheep. But the Scripture faith 


that Feſwws Chriſt i aſcended up into Heaven , and that , 
he ſits there at the right hand of God the Father, There- 
fore he is'no longer upon Earth, for it is|not. poſſi- 
ble that 'the ſame” Body ſhould be in two diſtin& 
places at once: If that were likely, as the Philoſo- 
phers tell us , the ſame Body might be in twenty, in an 
hundred, ina thouſand, and-in ten thouſand places 


in the ſame moment: From hence' we'might con- 
' clude, that it 1s poſſible to make one man become 


a great Army; that on@«man ſhould kill himſelf a 
thouſand times, and yet continue alive, that he 
ſhould be a Saint in one place, and a Devil in ano- 
ther; -damned in one place, and ſaved in/another , 
the obje&t of Gods wrath and goodneſs at|the ſame 
time : theſe are impoſſibilities , - and. plain contra- 
ditions. Chriſt. commands us to do this i» Remem- 
brance of Him ; therefore he 15/not there really and 
bodily; for -we do nothing *in remembrance of a 


man preſent before us in a corporal manner. The 


Papiits inſtance the Maxnae:, which was kept by 
God's command: in. the Ark, in remembrance: of 
that which God ſent down from: Heaven ;- which 
was both the remembrance, and-the thing remem- 
bred; the repreſentation, . and the' thing 'repreſen- 
ted, This is one of the moſt plauſible Examples 
of the Papiits, but it: is to little purpoſe ; for ibe- 
ſides'- other Reaſons: that may: be-'alledged:againft 
it ,- T-think they are mightily miſtaken 3 to-com- 
pare a #otum integrans with. an individual 'one., ny 
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the: ſame may be divided:, -and'the parts carried into 
ſeveral diſtin& places , where they may be look'd- 
upon in diyers manners ;- but the other is altogether 
repugnant to diviſion and ſeparation. | The: H ane 
that was in the Ark, I confeſs, was a memorial of 
that Manzn-which the Iſraelites had fed upoh in the. 
Wilderneſs, but- it was not the fame. How can. 
they therefore from. hence conclude-, | that Chriſt's 
body muſt be inceveral places under diſtin& notions ? 
Chri#t informs us.:,. Thet His words are ſpirit and. 
life ; and that- the fleſh profiteth nothing ; that it « the 
ſprrit that quickens. It 1s not poflible to ſpeak. any 
thing more contrary than this, to the Pap:iits Do- 
-|&rine, for! thele words aſſure us that Chnilt 1s there 
really, andiin truth, but ſpiritually, not corporally, nor 
ſubſtantially; that He is there-by his Spirit, virtue, 
'and efficacy, to produce theſame effects in us as if 
| he were there in a {en{ible. manner. This was taught 
/by the Primitive: Fathers, and thus the Proteitants 
believe it. He commands us alſo To eat his Fleſb, 
and drink his Blood, 10 both kinds: | St. Paw repeats. 
'the words; and the Council of Conftarce , which is 
 efteemed by the Papiſts as highly as a fift Evangil,. 
> faith that ſince the Apoſtles tune Communicants * 
did receive in both kinds ; wherefore did they then 
cakeaway'the Cup? ' why did theyettablith this Law, 
' that forbids Lay-men. to drink of che Cup 7 They 
| acknowledge, that Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed it- 
. to be lo, 'thar the. tles did practice and com- 
mand it; /and that it had been-an univerial cuſtom. 
 amengft Chriltians , for all.men to-communicare_in 
| hoth kinds, Nevertheleſs this Council was ſo an- 
| | olent. 
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foleat to forbid, it, and commangd-the World to be-- 


lieve: that this Prohibition proceeds from the Holy 
Ghoſt , —_ it be conttary to Chriſt's Inſtt- 

poltles Doctring, and the Practice 
of the firſt Chriſtians, we muſt have a notable Faith 
to believe this. The imnconveniencies: which they 
mention to colour their Change are ridiculous, 
They tell us, that ſome men wear long Beards, and 
that a drop of Chriſt's Blood may chance to drop 
upon them , and that ſome that are ſick may by this 
means give their Diſcaſes to others, cc. | But how 
comes it to pals that Jeſus Chriſt did not foreſee all 
thefe inconyeniencies ? were the Biſhops of this 
Council wiſer than Chriſt himſelf 2 Did nor the 
men of. our. Saviour's' days, and in the Primitive 
tune wear lang Beards-* were they not as/{ubje& to 
ſpreading Diſeaſes, as well as in the time of this 


Council « St. Paw! tells us that Jeſus Chriſt hath 


offered himſelf up oxce for all, as a Sacrifice, but 
they affirm thar he offers himlielf not only once, but 
every day , and a thouland times a day, and in a 
thouſand diſtinct places , in every corner -where the 
Maſs is ſung , which is, ſay they, 4 true and real 
Sacrifice of the Body of Jeſws Chriſt, Whom muſt we 
believe 2 what the, Paprſfis ſay * or what St. Paul? 
But ſuppoſe the Maſs were & true and real Sacrifice 
of Jeſus Chriſt , a ſecond death, and his| very Pal- 
ſion , as they teach ; are not their Prieſts Mur- 
derers and Executioners 2 from whence proceeds 
this effe&t 2 is it not from a real cauſe that is in 
them £ - Whence is this. Sacrifice ,,, is 4t not from 
2a true and real Sacrificator ; Moreover, according 

| 2 ro 


[48] 
to their own Dodtrine , -three conditions are chiefly 
tequired in every Sacrifice, - the Offering , the Con- 
ftecration , and the Deſtruction , ' where ſhall they 
find the latter'in this Sacrifice of the Maſs 2 Do 
they deſtroy the-Body of Jefus Chriſt + if they an- 
fwer, that| they deſtroy the Bread and the Wine, 
they don't anſwer to the queſtion, for it muſt be the 
Sacrifice that muſt be conſumed and deſtroyed , for 
either we muſt 'ſay that only the Bread and the 
Wine are lacyliced , or that the Body of Felus 
Chriſt is there deftroyed and conſumed : Hence we 
muſt conclude, that he is both dying and immortal, 
dead and riſen ; and worſhipped by the Angels, 'and 
at the ſame time eaten by Men, things altogether 
inconliſtent and impoſſible. But where do they tind 
that we muſt worſhip the Bread and the Wine, as be- 
ing united to the Body of Jeſus Chriſt < |that we muſt 
kneel at every time that we ſee them , |as before God 
himſelf, if he were viſibly preſent * Doth not Jeſus 
Chriſt command the contrary, when he faith; that 
the time .15 come that we muſt -worſhip God 7» 
ſpirit and in truth ? How in ſpirit, if we worſhip 
the Bread and the Wine 2 How in truth, if Jeſus 
Chriſt be not there really preſent * as we have good 
cauſe toqueſtion it ,-and as it may happen ; according 
to their own ſaying.” For in caſe Ny /Prieft be nor 
a true Prieſt , an regard of ſome Canonical impedt- 
ment z orif his intention be el{ewhere jn celebrating 
'Mats , what kind of Ma(ſ$ will it be? 'and what ſhall 
the :Peopl>;adoret © Some young! men Tome to-re- 
.ceive Orders very.much unprepared , whom the Lord 
Biſhop ſaith that he hath no deſign to ____ 
| | 4 agmuair 
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[49] 
admit to the Prieſthood :: as for example; when they 
fead-orher:iperſons. in. their; ftead-;-:that 'are»more 
Learned, tobe examined forthem; 'whien they make 
ule of falſe /'and ſuppaſed Eetters'; when they -are 
mentioned 41n'a Decree, or deſerve,an Excommuni-- 
cation. : All theſe perlons , according to the Popith 
Doctors, are-not really 'Priefts; they. have not the 
power. to make the Body of Jeſus Chrilt ,/ although 
they may pronounce the words .of the Sacrament. 
Others have not, a, right intention ,, - out of negli- 
gence or delign,” thele' cannot caule Jeſus/Chritt. ta 
come down: under the ſpecies of the Bread - and: the 
Wane, alchough they pronounce the words of. the 
Conſecration. I have known a Prieſt, that cauſed 
2-nable: Dame;to Receive almoſt; every day , at the 
end'of his Maſs, to hide from her Hyusband the ſecret 
correſpondency that was between them, and to'cover 
it over with a fair ſhew of Devotion, and for four 


_ or five years he never gave unto her a conſecrated 


Wafer, for tar of commuting Sacriledge, by cauſing 
her to receive in an evil dfpolition. ' And|abour fix 
months ago, ſome Prieſts of a Town where I have 
dwelt, to fatisfie a devout Woman faln into Frenzy, 
that. did earneſtly deſire: them to: admit her to..the 
Communion, reſolved :amongſt themlielves to pur 
2n unconſecrated Wafer into. the Chalice , which 
ſhould be ſeparate from the reſt. In ſuch|a caſe, I 
deſire you the Divines of the Church of Roe to tell 
me, if you believe that. Jeſus/Chrift is not-prelear 
in-the Bread! and Wine but! when; the . Prieſt pro- 
nounceth his. words. with an intention to Toke tian 
come. down fron Heaven , whether the people _ 
! = 


| 


| | It 
5o] 
affiſt there and worthip' the: Wafers , 'don'c commir 
4 grievous Idolatryz Yes, -youwillay, they:commir 
4 material Idolatry :: Bur pray: tell,” whether the 
Prieft and the-penitent Woman, the Whoremaſter 
and the Whore , did- not commit a crime in your 
on r was not this as great and: as/formal: an 
Jdolatry as ever-was ſeen” - I thallinotmention | 
cher ſtor 

latries of the Romiſh Priefts, which they are guilty 
of in-this occaſion; for T'intend not to make &:ſaty- 
rical Libel of this ſerious: Diſcourle. | |1 ſhall: only 
ſay in general terms , that if the Father-Confeſſors 
of the Church of Rowe would but ſpeak truth, and 
declare what 1 have heard, there 15s no reaſonable 
man of any per{waſion ,; 'buriwill fay that which we 
cannot utter withour' pn 1967 that. Jefus Chritt 
would be extravagant and mad, if he| were in the 
Maſs , as the Papilts believe. if 


| Purgatory 15 another new Article of their Creed, 
which hath no ground nor appearance in Holy Scri- 
'pture. The Pap/#s mention a certain| place our. of 
the Maccabees,' Book2., ch.'12. v. 43. but this Book 
'St. Ferom , prefet.-iw Proverb. and many more, as 
\Cajetan , in fine Comment. in hift. Eſther , and Car- 
'dinal Hugo, tn Proldg., Hier. in lib. Regus, declare 
to be Apocrypha. Anorher paige 15 cited out of 
St. 24atth. 12. where Telus Chriſt ſanh., that there 
are ſome Sins that ſpall xot brpardoned, neither in this 
world; nor 191 the: to come':: From hence the Papr 


Ido | many 
ot ies| of the baſeneſs, Sacriledges, and Ido- 


conclude 
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conelude by a Maximiof Right; iExeeptio frmat regs 


' lam tn contrariam;; that there are-fome Sins that fhall 


be pardoned 1n another world, that is to ſay, ac- 
cording to tlieir meaning , in Purgatory, | But we 
may ealily perceive that they miſerably wreſt this 
pallage , and.argue-yery: impertinently; © make this 
gonclufions Some Sins {bell neither. be. pardoned in this 
worla ,. wor in the world to come ;\ ergo, There i 4 Pur- 
getory. A Chymift would ſoonerextract ten ounces: 
of. Oyl our of a Pumice-ſtone, than to gather this 
concluſion from:thepremules; But there 4s norhing: 
impoſſible to the. Popiſh Divines , they can make 
a ire with any wood, when they are to warm their 
own Kitchin. If 1 mightargue1n the ſame manner, 
L might ſay with-more reaſon.,, that Fudes Aaccha-- 
645 mever. thought to ſpeak of Purgatory inthe fore-- 
going paſſage, but of the Reſurrection of the dead : 
I am perlwaded, that from. St. Par!'s words , Heb. 
1.3. He hath by himſelf purged our Sixs ;. Wwe. may 
bonclude. a Doctrine: contrary to this of the Papiſts ; 
For ſeeing Chrift hath:purged our Stns', what need 
of any: other Purgatory , | tecing that he hath done 
this by himſelf, that 1s, by .his Blood , as| St. Paw 
faith, Revelat. 1, 6. there 15 na: need of the Fire. of 

Purgatory. 1241363 | 
But pray tell me which of all. the firſt Doctors of 
the Chriſtian Church mentions Purgatory: and how | 
wasthat Feſtival cftabliſhed in the Church of 2eme to 
pray to Gad for the deceaſed? ' I havermany times. 
been afhamed., when I have beca.queſtioned, becaulc 
I was forced to aHedge a Dream as the cauſe and 
ground of one of. thechief Articles ER at. 
| Tae. 


[52] 
The Abbot of one of the Monaſteries bf St. Benedithws; 

as the Roman Legend declares ,: heardupbn the ropof 
2 Mountain from whence certain flames\did proceed, 

not much unlike to thoſe of A#tra and Yeſuvins , a 
confuſion of voices; occaſioned by the'{trugling of 
the flames with the air round about”, --as the Philo 
fophers inform us; as many times it happens when 

the Air is ſhut up in Rocks and concavities : 'this 
brain-fick Abbot fancied that theſe voices came from 

the departed/Souls burning; in thoſe flames, to: delire 

his Prayers, | - Therefore he appointed in his Convent 
a Feſtival-day, to pray to God for the deliverance 
'of theſe poor Sufferers. The next nightit is ſaid that 

he had a viſion of theſe Souls, which to his ſeeming 
were mounting apace towards Heaven at the fame 
'time that his Monks were praying in their Church 
for them. Afterwards he publiſhed his Dream and 
'Viſfion, which was look'd upon as a Divine Reve- 
lation; when the Pope came to underſtand .it, he 
ſoon eftabliſhed a. Feſtival, like that of the Abbot and 
| Monks in their Convent , to be obſerved all over 
Chriſtianity : The-deſign ſucceeded” yery happily; 
| the filly women , that believed that their husbands 
- Souls were frying in Purgatory , gave vaſt. ſumms 
. of Money, and great Revenues, that Prayers might 
| be faid for the happinels of the deceaſed.” About this 
' time ſome Dreamers had Viſions in their ſleep, the 
| Priefts affſured them that their departed Friends did 
' require from them Prayers , this Doctrine was pro- 
| claimed. inthe Pulpits, and believed'every where as ar 
| undoubted?/Truth z'iit-pals'd for an Article of Faith, 
; for which the Prieſts vere more willing to dye, than 
1-21 | for 
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for the Faith of one God., (or for the. belief of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God. This was the firſt 
begianing of that Feſtival; and of 'that mode re- 
_ ceived for currant in the Church of Rowe , to pray 
to God for the deceaſed Souls, From hence we may 
judg of the thing in it ſelf, and whether it is not 
to, the abuſe of mens credulity, todeliver upon theſe 
grounds this as an Article of Faith, 

ut, that we may refute the Papi#s Errours from 
their own confeſſions and belief, If we may obtain « fa# 
Tndulgence to be exempr from the flames of Purgatory; 
if by wearing a {ittle Scapulary, a Medal of five Saints, 
or by repeating three times 1n.our ſicknels Jeſu Marie 
before a Crucifix, or by being of the Fraternities of the 
the little Habit of the Virgin, or of the Roſary , or of 
the Dying : What reaſon have they to be ſo earneſt 
with the Widows, that Prayers may be ſaid for 
their Husbands s cc. when they have ſeen them 
perform all theſe duties which they impole upon the 
negligent, as weighty Cales. of Conſcience, eſpe- 
cially at the time of Confeſhon, what need of any 
Maſs to be ſaid for their deliverance from Purgatory 2 
They affirm at Rome, that one Maſs ſaid before a pri- 
viledged Altar is able to bring up a Soul from the 
very bottom of Purgatory. , although it hath n 
condemned to, remain there one. hundred.or a thous 
ſand years, or till the.day of Judgment : Where- 
fore then do they oblige Children to. buy daily Maſſes 
for many. years 1n all the Churches of a City, and 
give away their No enus far ever , for the. repoſe 
and happineſs of their; Parents Souls?; If one Mals be 
tuthcient , what —_— there of ſo many ay e 
LM where- 


] (54] 
- wherefore do tliey condemn” them as Atheiſts that 
will have but One , becaufe they truſt upon the Pri- 
viledge of fach Altars And if the Pope hath the 
poxver to let the Souls goout of Pargatory when he 
leaſeth, as the Pap:Fts (ay, why does he not free them 2 
$ it- not 'for| want of Charity ,'to ſuffer them there 
im Torments|* to releaſe bur one, when he may 
releaſe a thouſand, or all. I it notpitytoſee needy 
wretches labour and. ſwear all the Week long ; r 
Widows take the Bread out of their Childrens 
mouths, before they come tobe of ape-, and give it to 
a fat Prieſt on' the Sunday , that he might fay a Maſs, 
and deliver by that means from Purgatory the Soul 
of a Wite or of an Husband', when the Pope may 
_ perform this with two words, by granting. an In- 
dulgence £ From: hence- we may plainly diſcover 
that the chief deſign of this was to enrich the Clergy 
with the ſpoils of the Orphelin, and of the poor. 
Widows, and.with the Eſtate of the deceaſed, 


d. 
The Invocation: of Saints is another fenſſeſs and 


Powe Dodrine , for there is no Fext of Holy 
— that mentions any thing of it :. it is there 
neither commanded noratfſowed of nay feveral paſſa- 
es prohibit [this Idolatry : There is one God, faith 
4 Paul, and one Mediator between Gotl and men , the 
man Chrift Jeſs, x Tim. 2.5. there he confirms the 
Faith of one God, and of vne Metzator : If any fhould 
ficr to maintain to a Popiſh Door that there are 
many Gods, he would. cxclaim im. a rage upon him, 
| | aS- 
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us upon a wicked Idolater : | Fair and ſoft,'Mr. Do« 
Gor, you have little cauſe to ſuffer your wrath to 
kindle again a perſon as innocent as'your (elf, you 
are no.lels guilty, in regard that. you affirm that 
there be many Mediators, although St. P2v/ proteſts 
that there is but oze , as there is but ove Goa,” The 
King of Semaria was puniſhed with death , becauſe 
he had ſent to enquire of the god of Ekrmn, as if 
| there had been no God in 1ſrae/, The Papiits deſerve 
as great a puniſhment , becauſe Chriſt hath been 
pleaſed to invite us unto himſelf , and oblige ug to 
ſeek to him alone , Come wnte.me all ye that traveiand 
are heavy laden, and 1 willrefreſh you: learn of me , for 
1 am meck axd lowly, Matth, 11. 28. No, replies 
a Papi#t , I will not goto thee, I will not dire my 
ſelf directly to thee, for thow art a rigorous God, 
thou wilt not ſuffer Sinners to be fo bold to ſpeak to 
thee, only Saints are allowed to offer up unto thee 
their Prayers. . Doth not this language of a Papi# 
contradict Chriſt's command, and {light his call and 
gracious deſign * When the Son of God came into 
the World , he had no other intention but to baniſh 
out of it all Idolatry, and 'to eſtabliſh the Worſhip 
of the true God, Becaule, faith an Eloquent Biſhop 
of Ravenna, that wonderful Majeſty in which God 
appeared unto CHoſes, and the dreadful threatnings 
and puniſhments of his Law did hinder his people 
to make their addreſſes to, and truftin him, and did 
encourage Idolatry, by cauſing them to ſeek to other 
.gods, moxe tractable, and of a more calle aceeſs,' he 
hath been pleaſed: ro became Man ,;like unto us', -Ts 
min them -by the expreſſions of his. kindnefi, and to hot 
Ji 2 
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then fait bount to hit ſervice , by- the teftimonies. and 
declarations. of his- Goodneſs, '' Petr. Chryſol. 'Ser. 147; 
This was God's defign : But by that ſtrange propen- 


\firy of men to Idolatry, they binder its accemplith- 
'ment; for inſtead of looking up to him',- and re- 
ceiving from him grace and mercy , they- haverun 


to others ; and ſought for other Mediatoars-and Pro- 


rectors, other vilible Gods, whom they implore in 
' their indigency : This alienation from God proceeds 


trom their fancying him who 15 their Brother, - and 


| ike unto them, and who is become |their Friend, 
| armed with|{everity and juſtice ; by this means they 
. are frighted away from his ſcrvice,| and cannot 
; with fo much confidence as they ought|rely upon his 
| Mercy. In this. manner God's divine Wiſdom 1s 


dilappointed , and: his Deſign - fruſtrated by the 
ignorance ,| baſencts', and blindneſs of men, The 
Intent of the Son of God., faith Tertullian in- his ordi- 
nary {train|, when he took upon him our nature, 
was totally to aboliſh Idolatry ; he knew that men 
were very inelinable-to this vice, - that few ir- the 


\_ world would. be content to worſhip God in” ſpirit 


and in truth, he had feen them bow down to a 
golden Calf, to mortal Men, -to Statues of ſtone, 
Omons , &6:' This is an Impudercy ,, faith likewiſe 
St, Arſtin ,, which was unſatferable-toy Him ;- he had 
an intent. to bring. a-remedy ro -theſe!diforders ;' by 


condeſcending a little to mens inclinations-;- there- 


tore he took vpon him a Body, that men might have 
2. God according tatheir ownAnind and deſires, 'and 
that they.” might, adore a: Man without offence: | tr 


det.. 
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fdei. Row did men anſwer ſogreat a Mercy? I con- 
feſs. they prayed 'unto , and; worſhipped this: God- 
Maa very faithfully for ſeveral Ages , but at laſt the 
Spirit of darkneſs crept in amongtt them, and hath 
drawi ſome away -to: their former Abominations : 
ialtead of being governed by that holy Impudency 
which Faith furniſhes them with , and prompts them 
to, to adore God in a Saviour-Man ,- and worthip 
a man as God, they have {ubſtituted others in whom 
they contide , to whom they pretent their Vows, 'and 
offer their Sacrifices, This is the Papiſts Crime ? 
Jelus Chriſt is not properly their God , they worſhip 
and pray to-the Saints ; they forlake the Lord , 'thas 
calls and invites: them: to come:to him., to- go-and 
make their Prayers to, and .worſhip the Servants; 
Look. but into their Chappels and Churches, you 
ſhall {caree lee ten perſons kneeling to the Cruciftx, 
when you. may perceive ſeveral hundreds before the 
Altars of the Virgin Mary, and. of the other Saints : 
I. have. often taken notice of this when I was a+ 
mongtt them, TI am perſwaded, that if the Papiſts 
had not their Idol of the Mals, I mean the Sacrament; 
to preſent to the people to receive their homages , 
Jeſus Chriſt , whom this Sacrament ſignifies , would 
be quite forgotten; they would {carce think upon him 
if hey did. it would be witlr much indifferency. You 
ſhall ſce ſomething moreof this in the next Article. 


'# 


Phe arenas of Images is one of _thoſe-things 
that was moſt offentive to me jn the Church of. _ 
. | Ince. 
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fince T took the liberty to read the- Holy Scripture; 
for I neverfoundany one paſlage that ſeems tonllow 
'this Superſtition , but have met with| many that 
repreſent-it as the moſt grievous of all other crimes. 
i lRaw that their ingenious Wits have diſtinguiſhed 
their Worthip into thar of Lerria, which is only due 
unto God, and into Dulia and Hyperdulia , which 
' [may be paid to the Creature : But how can the igno- 
rant Vulgar make this diſtm&ion? And doth not 
| God in expreſs words prohibit , in one of the Ten 
Commandments written with his divine finger-in 
-the Tables of ſtone delivered to Hoſes upon the 
Mountain, To meke any Image, or likeneſs of things 
| which are in Heaven or elſewhere ; and command us , 
| wot to fall down to them, nor ſerve them? Do not the Pa- 
 piſts by their daily practices violate this Sacred Law £ 
| To what purpoſe are their cunning diſtin&tions, and 
the right direction of their intentions, their ele- 
' vations of their mind from the Image to the Saiar, 
| and from the Saint unto God, ſeeing” they do what 
| God hath exprelly forbidden « I delire to convince 
| the moft obſtinate of all the Papifs by their own 
{ thoughts , and the reflexz0n of their minds, fortthis 
| confideration| hath been very powerful to undeceive 
' me. When I did conſider the continual diſputes 
| between Proteitarts and Papiits about-the worthi 

| ping of Images, I thought upon St. Auftiz's words, 
| to Petil, and the reſt of the Donatifts, and that his 
. diretion was the beſt means to end the controverſie, 
' and to underſtand which of them was in the right, 
| To. 7.4e unit. Eccleſ. contr. Epiſt. Petil. c.-3, Non audia- 
| tur age dico, has dicis , ſed bes dicit Dominis , &c, we 
mult 


(59] 
muſt not heed what the Protefants. fay , nor what 
the Pap:/#s affirm, but only what God declares, ac- 
_ to the ition of thoſe Doctors that were 
of neither ſide: let us take one of them., or if the 
judgment of one 1s not ſufficient, let us take ten.,. 
put 1nto their hands that by which we ſhall all be 
Judged, the two Tables delivered to Aroſes , the ten. 
Commandmeats of God , | let us intreat them to- 
read over that which concerns the Worlſhipping of 
Images; Thou ſhalt not make unto thy ſelf any graves 
Image , or the likeneff of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or tinat is in the earth beneath-, or that is in the water 
wnder the earth , thou ſhalt not bow down thy ſelf to them, 
nor ſerve them; for 1 the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
viſuting the iniquity,8c.Exod.20.Let us lead theſe indif- 
ferent men into a Church of the Papiſts, and into ano-- 
ther of the Reformed Religion, let us deſire them to tell 
us which of theſe Perſwaſtons is to their ſeeming moſt- 
conformable and obedient to this Law : will they 
not ſay that it is the Reformed. and Protefiant ? For 
amongſt the Papiſts they may ſee feveral Churches 
and Chappels, and in each: of them: eight or ten* 
Saints , or rather Images of Saints, and before every 
one of theſe Images they ſhall find above tweaty 
men and women kneeling with lighted Tapers in 
their bands, they ſhall fee others carrying their Of- 
ferings up to the Saints Altars; and a Prieſt in his 
Maſs, i perfuming the noſe of the Image with. 


Incenſe, they ſhall ſee a Deacon appointed to read: 
the Goſpel ,. reading that appointed for the Saint's 
day, over the head of ſuch diſcaſed perſons as they 
imagin that the Saint can cure, they ſhall ſee _— 

| others, 
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others, 25 well Prieſts as other Clerks , ſinging: 
upon their knees the Litanies of that Saint before. 
the dumb Image , and ſuch like abominations the 
ſhall ſee. What think ye in conſcience that theſe 
Primitive Do@ors would ſay if they beheld all this 
foppery £ would they not cry out againſt that which 
God hath prohibited £ You are in the Errour, 
would they lay to the Papiſts, for ye do what God 
hath forbidden in expreſs words: He forbids you zo 
wake Images , and your Churches are full of them: 
He forbids you to make any Likenefi of any thing that 
5 in Heaven above, and nevertheleſs you make un-: 
to your ſelves the Likeneſs of thoſe men whom 
. yon fancy to be in Heaven: He forbids you to Bw 
down to them, [and yet you Kneel to them : | He forbids 
you fo Serve them, and behold all your|Priefts are 
employed in their Szrvice and Worſhip;, one faith 
{Ma(s, another ſmoaks the Idol's noſtrils with Per- 
fumes, another reads unto him his Goſpel, another 
ts buſie to light Wax-candles about him, all the 
reſt are ſinging his Praiſes. What think ye , Papi [ 
awill not God, that declares himſelf to be a jealous 
'God, be offended to ſee you pay unto ſuch ſenſleſs 
1dols that Honour and Service which he hath ex- 
 prelly forbidden 2 Will not he puniſh you according 
'ro his threatning , 70 the third and fourth Generation ? 
| There is noperlon of the leaſt reaſon will have this 
thought, for the thing of it felf 15 very plain, we 
| need not much Logick to diſcover this Errour, and 
'to condemn it. ; Therefore it 18 not without good 
cauſe that the-Church of Rowe forbids the reading 
| of the Holy Scripture , nouryhes her [people with 
| | a 
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'2 ſtrong and infifputable reſpet for the Pope and 
his Oracles, althqughihe commands chingscomrar 
to God's Word , they believe nevertheleſs that they 
are obliged.to obey and credit whatſoever he ſaith as 
an Article of their Faith, and to curſe as Hereticks 
all ſuch.as-follow-not their examiple. The Reaſons that 
they pretend to juſtify their Superſtitions: are very fri- 
volous and uglikely: They commonly tell us, Thet 
they werſbip mot the Image , nor the Saint that is thereby 
repreſented, but God in that Saint ſbewed unto us by the 
Image. This Reaſon is very umpertinent, ſeeing that 
forbids not only the worſbrpping of Images , 1n the 
ſame manner as we believe the Heathens did ; but 
he forbids us to make them, to make any likenefi, to 
carry it abroad, to ſerve and fall upon our knees before 
it ; which the Papiſts do daily. - Beſides, this Reaſoa 
hath no likelihood; for we ſee by our experience 
every day, that the Saint, or rather the Image of the 
Saint is worſhipped and reverenced, and not God 
in the Saint, as the Papiſfs would fain perſwade ns. 
For if they worſhip only God in the Saint, wherefore 
do they eſteem more a graven Image than a painted 
one? Wecan never ſee the people going out of their 
Pariſhes and Precincts to pay their homages to an 
Image painted in another place, wherefore is this? 
If they only ſeek in the Image the reſemblance of . 
the Saint, to call to their minds his virtuous be 
viour and actions, wherefore do.the Papifts beyon 
the Seas trot a-foort an hundred leagues from their 
own homes, to cringe and bow to a monſtrous 
Image, which in ſome places hath not the appear- 
rance of a man, who ſhould be repreſented — 
K - about 
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about ſix foor high; for this har ye per 
Dwarf,ougly/and'il-foronred:\*havitg he Virgin! 
cMiry ftanding by him in thoſhapp of '# Ok! bout' 
ſeven or eight years: of age 4 Whereas) theſe:;ptrſbns: 
leavethein own Pariſh-Churches,noxeto theiv houſes, 
where: the Imeiife -of:the ſaid! Sabie afletet decent; 
more liketo the Original; and more heautift; ſtands 
without receiving the like reſpe&.- Wherefore do 
we ſee inthe Church of Sr. 4-»a of Auray, in Britany, 
fifty or {ixty thouſand Pilgrims in' her Feſtival-day,' 
whereas. it may be-not ren'ſhatl be fotind' jn other 
Chappels dedicated ' to 'the ſame” Saint, at thar 
time? Wherefore is there ſuch a valt number: of 
filver and golden arms, legs, hearts; heads, and little 
children hanging there, rather than in the other 
Churches conſecrated-to the fame Saint 4 where, it 
may be, we ſhall find, no other Ornaments but' thoſe 
which have been dedicated to, and left! her by the 
devout Snails behind them; I mean, their {ilver- 
colour'd ſhme with which they beautifie her' walls; 
and paint the face of this worthy Saint'; it 'may'be 
we ſhall find there nothing but a crazy Shrine, broken 
#1 many places, and one before the-great Altar made 
up with the tayl of ſome old Gown, and fo tatter'd 
that many times it is no eaſfie taskto tell of whatſtt 
-and-colour it was of, ev. - Wherefore dothe om 
'mon aro” ag this Church'only , their hands 
| loaden with Crolles, Beads, Medals, and other ban- 
 bles, to have them:touch the Image of St; Am», which 
to my knowledge is bur a block of decayed»wood, 
| almoſt rotten, and which-was found in'2 puddle;lytr 
' in, the mud over head and ears, if they- believe not 
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inthis woog, any divine virtue more than ordinary; 
and morethan in pther Images of this Saint 2: Where- 
fore have the Carmelits , the Keepers of this Church, 
been {0 careful to preferve 1o every morſe! and 
crum: of this, rotten wood which have been for- 
ced to cut off to mend the Image? and wherefore have 
they offered. jt about the Countrey in little bits to the 
Noble perſons and Gentry, that have deſired it co 
lanifie their Cloſets, if they did not believe in this 
crazy waod ſome holy quality, ſome wonderful vir- 
tue 5; ke £o that which the Heathens affirmed' to be 
in their Idob 2 Let: them not therefore tell us that 
they leck nothing elle in the Image of a Saint but the 
repreſentation and likeneſs, to call their Virtues to 
remembrante: For: they take all men to! be fools and 
Idiots, whom they would perſwade to admit of this 
excule , by doing what they do. A Heathen might 
with as much regſ{on tell us that he is a Chriſtian, 
that he believes, and that he acknowledgeth and 
and worſbippeth but one rt » when Ike him 
_ his. knees before his 1dols , offering to'them his 
rfames, $ 
” Toro the truth , I think that there 1s but little 
difference between the ancient Heathens and the mo- 
derg'Paprſts , if there beany, it is anly in theirmames; 
for at preſeat-the; Papiſts ſpeak in: the- fame Idolatrous 
langusge as the Heethens did., for without exception 
nor re(ervation;they ſay now inthe PopiſhDominions 
that:the Inages them(clves may be:workhipped., I am 
- certaifi,that the Heathers never ſhewed more reſpet 
to theit-Gods, than the Papiits dolat preſent tb their 
Images, This thought came into my mind at every 
K 2 . rimE 
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"time that I did look over the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories. 

-where they mention the Pagans Idolatries., I was 
confirmed in-it by what one of the moſt famous of 

the Popiſh Doors tells us ,, Thomas Aquinas , named 

by them the Angelical DoQor', maintains very ſolidly 

and rationally , that a man-or a child that hath at- 

-tainedtoan ageable to-underſtand- the natural truths, 

and to make uſe of his-reaſon, if he can butdiſcourſe 

upon the things-that he ſees , he muft needs diſcover 

the neceſſity of a firſt Being, of a primitive Principle, 

the Origin of all other things , of a firſt Truth; 

the only ſource- of: the reſt, of. a firſt Cauſe, that 

ives. motion- and action to- all ſecondary cauſes, 

£ muſt-needs find- the neceſitty of the |Being- of a 

Sovereign Moderatorand Goveraour of the Univerſe, 

who-commands in chief overall things that are and 

thall be inthe World: -It is not poſſible but that ſuch 

| an one muſt find out by the light of Nature , thar 

There ui One God , and that there can be but one Only 

God, "When I. had: made-this ſuppoſition , and did 

geverthelefs find that Ariſtotle, Plato, Pythagor.s, Dio- 

cleſian , Trajan, and other Emperors until the time of 

Conſtantin the Great, had Canonized many men; and 
reared.up-unto-them publick Statues , to\receive- the 
Worſhip of: the People , and'Sacrifices ; and that a. 
certain'Yalextin had cauſed, no. leſs-than-thirty to be 

made of a new faſhion., : fifteen» males and fifteen fe- 

| males. Is it-poflible, faid-Ito my ſelf, that men ſhould 
be ſb ſtupid as not-to:underftand+ that there 'can be 
| but one only God, oneonly true, perfeR and -ſove- - 

rgn.DivintyY Had not they as well as we, the light 
of. Reaſon and Nature'to kno this 2: Yes, « _ 


| 
| 
| 
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ey knew it , and according to the judgment of .7ho- 
_ uinas , ewas aupeitlible but that they muſt: 
have chis diſcovery. they knew this God , they did 
worſhip him , they did-rear. unto-him Altars as well 
as.to the other Gods: As'may appear by that Altar 
at- Athens, conſecrated to the Untnows God, which. 
was the: occaſion of St. Paul's Preaching unto them : 
ſome of theſe primitive Heathens did placeFeſus Chriſt 
in the number of their Gods. How came they there- 
fore to be guilty. of Idolatry £ wherefore are they 
accuſed of: rhis crime ?: It was becauſe they did wor: 
hip: men» and: other creatures with the true God: 
They did fancy ſome divine qualities in-certain crea- 
tures ,. and therefore they reverenced them, or-rather, 
they reverenced and: adored. God in theme: .For: we: 
cannot conceive how thoſegreat Philoſophers ,. whe 
are yer received amonglt-us as. our: Feachers,: could 
worſhip a Rat as a true God ;; it'ts not credible thar - 
they were guilty. of. ſo great. a miſtake, to take a Rat 
or arr Onion for:the great: Creator: of. Heaven» and 
Earth. Neither. did _—__ napin' that their: ©eſars 
and their Hero's, men whom-they 'had \ſeencntring_ 
into the world, -living and: departing-as :otliet:men; 
were real. Gods.,. but rhey: belteved that: they were - 
the chief: Friends and Favaurites: of-:the: true God 
= had:ſcen them perforny notable:and wonderfal 
deeds whiles they were omearth-,; which-made:thera 
judge that God'had yet a particular affection for them, 
and.that he liad more regard of them than ofi:orther 
men:z. therefore —————— obliged in 
duty 'to.pay unto them more reſpect , 0 adoreia : 
them the divine qualities which God. had given _ | 


[66] 
aadhtd papain then ; as p—_ perſons whom 
imagined' to have an iafluence upon God), ar Br 
well efttemed of him. For this.caufe they built for 
them Temples, reared up Altars, erected their Images, 
ny them infrequenced places, © be'thers adored 
e& peoples SAT Feitivals, .that\ they 
might be: then wonthi rticular manner; 
in Ow (olemn days did throng together 
to kneel before knee tne to; torhem 
their Vows, Prayers ,; and;Sactifices;; |all; which -are 
homagesdue tonone but to God aloge. This 'was their 
fault, -this was their crume,, - which cauſerh them'vo 
be-condemned of Iddlatry. | Don's we, taid I to my 
ſelf ;- don't we do the Game as they didr donor we 
render.to: our: Saints and $ The fame: devotion 
as the. Hearhens did to theirfalſe Gods? Let us judg 
by rhis-cotnpatiſon |berweetr them and us. © They 
made Images, we do the like; they ſer them pal 
lick places, welikewiſe ; they didfall downand kneel 
before-them ,:and burr incenſe unto-them-,. and: do 
Not-weids. theſame* they prayed'unts thetn io theit 
need; rtouMears in vime of War, to Neptune when 
did.fet 4ay4'to goto Sea, gr. Don't we Papifts, 
1; icitate themsy »Thele and -ſuch like :confi- 
pr wa did:often-rtrouble and: diftorb me againſt 
mw wilt; wy 1) nor-:xactt fuffer dach ireflexions 
rhat:c<1d; myo me-thenakednefs. and abomi- 
nations of lg zifo much-like:4o the Hea- 
theniſh, by God himfelf. --.Þorthe Pupsfes - 


in time-uf I pas dytochoSainn xlat uo the Prote: 
ctors of their Kingdoms rasdf-So. Draws y Sp. Martel 
ay, and the ather cher Pr 


rsof Fraxce vere at theit 
' requeſt, 
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ef imBopppre lin wauancd for thanfikerim ihe 
CS, \againſd'i$t Favs | SniFhckaki: 
ant} tho othey Protefors of: Spe ,, when thefd)vmo. 
Nations areatvariances!! (Phe Papatts prayitoSri rites 
when they areautiLaw,; beeaufe he was a; ood: 
Exwyer ; . 5118 fyphlabryare off iam employment wn. 
Fatt were-t0-evntinne it} ini Heaven! ; St! Foſtph 
wass Carpenter, St. Criþfs 'a Shodemaker:., :and/ fo. 
of the reſt. . "We call upon!'St. Rab in; time of the 
Plague, St. Extrozas for: the Droplie; becaule 'the 
4nforms us thar-rheſe Saimshave been figkof 

thoſe Difeaſts'i''as if rhe Saintithat hath been croubled- 
with an infirmity on Earth; did/enter.into- Paradiſe 
only ts- become + there: the Phyfician-of 1t-,-to- ger a 
Patent , and: paſ&the degree of Doctor. -: They pray 
to-tho Virgin Utary at all times andiſcaſons ;' and; 
ive: her many ridiculous !names z/ they ipray:to-hey 
tor: their Eye-fight | Rilints her. Zady of the Light 5 
they: worſhip her by: the-name.'of :Owr! Lady of good 
Nevs,- when they have any Ships fayling upon.the 
Seas; 'thepcall upon herin diftrels and affliction ; and 
ſtile. her O»r-Zady of 'Gladneff'; a a:grievous Sicknels 
they make their addreffes to: her',” and flatrerher with 
this title, Our Zady of Pity, or, Our Mexiiful Lady j and: 
in all orher-neceſfiries rhey honour | hecigvith  thefe 
glorious -Names,-: Our Helpful Lady; adn {fitting 
Lady ,. Our Lady” adorwed with alt kind of Firtnes:| Thus 
to this —_ gorge ions. _ _ 
roperties, that' they: might make the' | 
fave that ſhe'4s dn fone reſpect nor whuch [atk 
unto/God ,;- whoſSurrributes and! perfecions arecin-. 
finit, © But that which figd :rp- be:very;xidioujous. 


amongſt: 
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-amongſt them, is the-manner of mompaticy aalf 
warkipping |Jelvs Chriſti: they have made him a 
monſtrous Statue, about ten- or twelve foot high.,. 
u__ they ba ee hable fo of = <q wok now 
this Saint , diftinguiſhable from 'their other . petty 
Saints by his great: ſtature: and large bulk , is wor- 
ſhipped by them forthe preſervation of Corn, and of 
the Vines from the cold and froſt, for the curing of 
their Cows.of a diſeaſe called the Swelling , and for the 
hEiling of the Horſes of the diſtemper named the 
Staggers; this Saint is prayed to for to keep their 
Sheep from the Ro?, their Bees from dying, :and their 
Lambs from the fury of the Wolves, &c. Therefore 
on, his Feſtival-day at Naztes and at Towrs, and other. 
places where. thele great Images age erefted , you 
might ſee an|infinit number of- Pilgrims of all ages; 
conditions and eſtates , bringing their gifts to theſe 
Statues z, one brings thred;, another wool, this man 
corn, another butter, and ſome, ſucking pigs or pieces 
of bacon , others bring grapes or DT honey z or 
other commodities , but all bring wax-tapers to bura 
all the while that Maſs is ſaying at his Altar , all 
come with money or ſome other thing, {o that about 
the Altar of this p_ Saint at ſuch a Solemaity you * 
may find coffers fall of wheat, barrels filled up with 
|butter , takes loaden with great pieces of meat , and 
ſuch a prodigious number of little wax-candles, that 
one time when I had the charge to gather up the 
remains, which the people did caſt yet lighted at the 
foot of the Statue, although each end of the candle 
was ſo ſhort that I could not hold it in my hand any 
longer, Igathered up in five hours full threeſcore and 
311 | ten 
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ten pounds of wax. It may be that: ſome ingenious 
Papiits will turn all this ro the advantage of their 
Church, as they do the other abuſes and abomina- 
tions committed in it : They wiltfay, that this is 
an expreſſion of the wooddful Faithof their people, 
therefore-they are apt to blame a Religion where they 
cannot ſpy ſo much Zeal amongſt the Profeſſors, and 
accule.it, as if ſhe had.neither Faith nor Devotion: 
But we may very well ſuffer them to ſpeak in their 
own defence , for this is a moſt palpable [dolatry , 
the Heathens were never guilty of ſo much, I do 
not think that it 1s poſſible ro do more to Jeſus Chriſt 
it he did return into the world. But I may lay they 
are to be exculed, if they cntertain their people 1n 
thefe Idolatries for a thouland Crowns, which they 
receive in one day by the credit of one of theſe Ima- 
ges, may ſatisfie for a mortal Sin, and free them 
trom the penalty that it delerves. 

There is but one thing more required to make them 
perfeRly like to the Heatheniſh Idolaters, which is 
to have an univerſal Idol ,- proper to repreſent leve- 
ral Saints, which might ſerve in many Feſtivals. 
The Emperor Trajax had an Idol of this nature, he 
had a golden bed of an Idol kept Tecretly in his Clo- 
ſet, which he cauſed to be put upon the body of the 
Statues that he had a mind to worſhip , in this manner 
he did take off the head of his Gods as he thotght 
fitting. I have ſeen amongſt the Papif's ſomething 
like to this, in a little Town of Br:tany, in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Yaxres ; if it wee not for the reſpect thar 
I bear to ſome perions concerned, I would name all 
the circumſtances , which I "H be forced todo, and 

| many 
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many otherthings:that I now conceal, I ſhall declare 
to the World, if any offers to accule me of lying and” 
falſhood : in that place I have ſeen a matable Sainr 
carried upand down:, wearing ſeveral apparels, ac- 
cording to the: peoples devotion ; it was the Image 
of St. Maurice, who was prayed unto in his day, that 
he might heal|the ſucking Babes of a dilſea(e called by } 
» the Countrey-people Carrel,.a benumming diſeaſe, 
or |the Rickets. |Oa. St. Giles's day they carried the 
Image to another. place, and of a Biſhop! that it was 
. before they made it an Abbot, cloathing ir-accord-  * 
ingly, and ſecking unto it for another diſtemper called 
the Diſcalc of St. Ges, On St. Tves's day they chang'd 
his Abbor's attire into that of a Lawyer, they put a 
corner-cap upon, the Image's head, and a bag full 
of| Writings [in its hand inſtead! of a Croche ,' 1n this 
manner it cohtinued to be St. Tves until] another-Fe- 
ſtival-day, and the people did pray unto it not only to 
get the better of their Suits in Law , but alfo- that 
Sr, Tves might Kill and deſtroy ſuch as were thought 
'to be the authors and 1nventers of calumnies caſt 
upon them. | For the Papizts there , whert they are 
imured by any (landerous diſcourſe , or|by another. 
; they ſummon the ſuppoled offendor to appear before 
St. Yves within a year;. for they confdkaly believe 
that he that hath done the wrong ſhall ſtrely dye be- 
fore the limited time : Let any man judge, if it be 
likely that a Saint ſhould deſtroy a man for a trifle, 
/e may from. hence perceive what grievous abuſes, 
errors, ſuperſtitions and miſtakes reign in the Church 
of Rome, There is therefore no difference betweer: 
this Church and the Heathens. 1 relate not here the 
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fallies and abominations that 'have. been 'heretsfore 
practiſed , but theſe that are now viſible, I intend 
not to recollect the paſſages of thetime paſt, but only 
to make mention of the preſent , I ſpeak not by hear- 
ſay , but that which I have often ſeen to my unſpeak- 
able grief and confuſion., | becauſe I was in reaſon 
forged to condemn a Religion which I was engaged 
to ſupport and maintain, and to preachup a Worſhip 
which I knew in my ſoul to be pure Idolatry. 

I did often wiſh , that the-Paprſfs would but confine 
* themſelves to the limits of Reaſon in their Zeal and 
; Devotion for theſe petty Saints, and would have 
ſhewn more to St. Peter, St. Paul, or to the other 
Apoſtles , but = are not ſo much eſteemed, becauſe 
they are not in ſuch reputation for their Miracles, 
I did often obſerve their Churches forlorn, their 
Images without ornaments, all covered with duſt, - 
and the Spiders oy by their lips and noſes, I 
did not ſee [6 many ſacks full of wax, ſo many arms, 
legs, dugs of ſilver and of gold, crutches, hoods, ſhirts, 
and garments of little Children hung up in their 
Chappels, as are round about the Churches of theſe 
Saints ſo much in vogue for their pretended Miracles : 
The Feſtivals of thoſe great Saints unto whom we 
are next unto Chriſt moſt obliged for our Religion 
are celebrated with little or no ſfolemnity , thereare 
no more Chappels built for their ſakes, and ſuch as 
are erected are decaying every day; tncy are put out 
of their places, and grow out of credit, and other 
new Saints put in, as I took notice; their Images are 
caſt behind the Church doors amongſt the ſweepings, 
and lie along with the _—_— becauſe they cannot 
L 3 
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get their expences., their Chappels. and Altars caſt 
more to keep them, than they bring profit, whereas 
if it be but generally credited that the rotten. Image 
of a little Saint hath been pull'd out of the dirt and 
mire, that ſuch a one grants every man his requeſt, 
that he obtains: for them their ſuits in Law: - that 
he |procures a/ ſafe arrival to Ships and Merchants 
goods at Sea ,, that he gives rain or fair weather as 
peqple require|, that he heals diſeaſes , the [Tooth-ach, 
the infirmities of. the Eyes, cc. all the| world will 
throng to him,, all will ran with their hands full of 
Gifts, and laden with ſtately Oferings. From whence 
proceeds this 5 It is back, that people have forſaken 
God, to adhere to the creature, and their minds are 
oflefled with a. deviliſh ſuperſtition, which aims 
{) |much at their preſent advantage, that they will 
have no devotion but for themlelves , they will ſeek 
nQthing but their own contentment 1a the worſhip. 
of! their God, nor adore him but for their profits, 
|What I have heard from the-mouth of a Suffragan 
of a Biſhop of Brz#azy , whoſe name I ſhall conceal for 


the relpect I have for him, wall further confirm unto 


you thus Truth: He aſſured me, that when he was 
in the Viſitation with his Biſhop, he paſſed by a Pa- 
riſh ſituate. at the entrance of. a Foreſt ;,. where the 
QCountrey people did worthip a- Saiat. named St, Gox- 
tran, or Gantrar, that he. might protect their Sheep. 
from the Wolves ;. the Biſhop's curiolity more than. 
his devotion led him. into the Pariſh-Church., to ſee 
the Saint, whom he found holding a Wolf tyed to. 
his garment, but ſo much decayed, that there was 
ſcarce any thing to be ſeen of the Saint, |only the bold, 


Wolf 


hi=> 


| 


bg) 
Wolf did there appear : the Biſhop being a good ant 
underſtanding man , and ſich a one as labours to're- 
move and baniſh away, as much as he can, all Super- 
ſtitions of this kind, commanded the Tmage to*be 
taken down,with the Wolf, and to be burnt together ; 
becauſe the Saint being decayed by.degrees, and va- 
niſhing out of ſight , the Country-people began to 
reverence, and pay their devotions to the Wolf: If 
the reſt of the Romar Biſhops were but like to this 
Prelat, the Popiſh Religion would-loon become Refor- 
med. Now it happened by: chance that the very day 
that this Protector of the flocks was conſumed: in the 
fire, the Wolves of the Foreſt came out and carried 
away three Sheep out of the Village ; the people im- 
mediately believed that the Saint had ſent them this 
misfortune, becauſe he had been burned in the flames; 
therefore they flocked about the Suffragan . whom 
they believed robe the occaſion of the Saint's burning; 
they loaded him. with imprecations and curſes, and 
threatned him in ſuch a manner', that if he had not 
withdrawn himſelf out of their ſight, they had ſtoned 
him. All this makes me believe, that theſe Papi/ts ſeek 
not ſo much God's honour, and the glory of their 
Saints, as their own worldly gains and benefit, as 
the Heathens.did when they worſhipped their Idols : 
For I am fully perſwaded ,. that if the Saint that 1s 
reverenced in the Church of Rome: were a Devil, 
they would' nevertheleſs pay him reſpe& and de- 
votion, if he had but the reputation of working Mira- 
cles and granting Petitions , 10 abominable they ara 
in their. Superſtuions, | 


b 
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"There 1s an tevous abuſe crept in;occalioned 
by the Relicks of ints , becauſe the. Primitive 
Chriftians did entomb with honour, and ſecure 
the bodies of the deceaſed Martyrs, and.gather up the 
aſhes and'bones- of their conſumed bodies , that the 
Heathens might not exprels their cruelty upon them 
after death , nor make a ſport of them after death, 
therefore by degrees this ſuperſtition is crept in : men 
pay them.now.as much reſpect as to Chriſt's body, 
if 1t were upon earth, This Idolatry was in St, Auſtin's 
days, as he himſelf declares, de opere Monch. c. 2. The 
Devil hath cloathed a great many of his hypocrites with a 
Monkiſh attire , they wander wp and down the Provinces 
without being ſent ; they are never ſetled , never fixed, 
never reſting ; ſome of them, faith he, make ſale of Mar- 
tyrs members, or ſuch as are ſuppoſed to be ſo, ere, This 
Traffick is nothing mm compariſon of that which is 
now-a-days; for ſuch things are ſold at an exceſſive 
rate , as dear as the Devil intended to. buy Chriſt, 
with the power of Kingdoms and their glory , upon con- 
dition to fall down to them, and worſhip them; the whole 
World is full of this deceitful commodity , which 
may be ſaid'to be the moſt ſubje& ro cozenage. We 
have good cauſe to wonder, to hearno le(s than eight 
or ten Churches boaſting to have the Virgin Mary's 
Girdle, Chriſt's Winding-ſheet and Seamleſs-coat, 
there have been many. ſuits in Law in the Courts of 
Parliament| between ſeveral Churches , about the 
keeping of oneRelick,'for every one did affirm theirs 
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to: be the; trueſt, 'IÞall'-the bits of wood which are 
nowefteem'd to be piecesof our Saviour's Crots;were 

ather'd in.a heap, one hundred men would not be 
ufficient to carry themz and if all the nails which 
are {aid'to be the. true nails of his Croſs were toge- 
ther , there would be 'enough to nail: a Coach : 'we 

may ſay the ſame of all the other Inſtruments of his 
Paſſion , I would mention them all , bur they are 
already reckoned up by others, .and there is no man- 
that hath peep'd our of his Cradle, and ſeen never (6 
little of the World , bur'knows what I {ay to be true. 
Go to Twin, there you ſhall find ſome ready to {wear 
that Chriſt's Winding-ſheet is there kept entire, go - 
to- B-[angon you-ſhall find the ſameithin Bur that 
which-hath ſurptized me:moſt, was that-which I: 
haveſeen in a'Convent of devour Vargins unto whom 
I was- a long time Confeffor. I. had no deſign to- 
name them., but becauſe ſome. have accuſed me of 
falſhood in this Article, I find my telf forced again{t- 
my will to particularize more than Tanteaded: it was- 
in the Nunnery of Religious Carmelits:calted of Nazai 
reth, in the City of Yenzes, in the Provinceof Britany, 
At a certain time I. went in among(t theſe devour 
Nuns, to reccive the Confeſſion: of- one/ of -theny- 
= her death-bed, when I catheaway;thwgeortouy 
of them according to their.cuſtom bronghr-me back 
from the place where their ſick are kept, to the 
gate, ne of them invited me'to viſit their ancient. 
Chapter , which was an' old decayed Chappal ava 
cornerof their Convent: I wenit withxhem!, .andar- 
the entrance I. wondered to {ee them/kneetina place 
where I perceived no Image, I delired.them ro rell: 
ny 


| 
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me the cauſe, they informed. me that 4t was beeaufe 
of ſome Relicks that were there, I went to them, 
and found in the Wall, ina place very clean, a;great 
number of:Bones, with an Iaſcription that declared 
that they were the Relicks of eleven thouſand Vir- 
gins. I asked of them the reaſon why they had not 
put theminto a veſſel ft for Relicks, according to the 
cuſtom, and why they did not make them more pub- 
lick? Theyireplied , that the Biſhop had cauſed them 
to be viſited] before he would ſuffer them , by three 
Chirurgeons and the Phyſician of the Convent, 
and thar all of them had found and agreed together, 
that the moſt part of thele Relicks were the Bones of 
Horſes, nevertheleſs. they were re{olved not to burn 
them, as: they; had been adyifed ;. becauſe their an- 
cient Records did affuredly tell them that they were 
the Bones of thelc —_—_— Virgins, they did fur- 
ther ſay that it was poſſible in the maſſacre of thele 
Virgins, that there might be an Horle killed amongſt 
them , this did not make the reſt leſs true and real 
Relicks. I anſwered them, It may be that the Bones 
of ſome of thole cruel Butchers were killed by the 
Soldiers that gitarded them, were there alſo;, 1t 1s-not 
therefore well done, ſaid I, to kneel to them : one of 
them-antwered:, You preach $0 us eyery day that 
'wearefaved by Faith, This is the uſual anſwer which 
they return every time that ſuch like| miſtakes are 


objected to. them : As at Faith , that looks upon 
'Gad ogy wo va hor 9th or upon the divine enjoy- 
'mebgs; , 

'tts. contemplation-,” as if it did require from us a 
'veneration forthe Relicks of a dead Beaſt, or of an 


radneed. of the Bones of a dead Horſe to a(fiſt 


Idolater. 


SS FE IEEE £44. 4.4 af 


[77] 
Idolater. Let any man, that queſtions thetruth of 
whatT1 fy, inquire, or cauſe to be inquired, from the 
Nuns of thatConvent,lI am certain that they will oog- 
firm this relation.  Fromthat timeTI took away all the - 
Relicks that I had carefully kept ,- and gave them 66 
friends, putting in their room another, which was 
worth a great deal more than the former, of which 
was then more certain. 

' For an regard that men go. in. pilgrimage: rwo or 
theee hundred aver; ; to look upon: our 'Saviours 
winding ſheet, t e Virgin Mary's ,'St. Jobs 

BeptifF's head , and other Relicks, Idid Lv Tau me 
I could find one nearer that was ' worth all theſe: Ir 
was; the piece of linnea which is the Corporal, 
upon which we put the chalice and che conſecrated 
bread in the Maſs: Itook a piece of 'it., \upon'which I 
had oft-times placed the conſecrated wafer, for it was 
old: and decayed. This hath been done by many be- 
os my, ſelf, - If m —_ Dogrine and Religion be true, 

laid I, this is as as Chriſt's winding ſheet, as His 
ſeamleſs coat, the aq and the holy Croſs,the crown 
of thorns, :the handkerchief 'of St. Yon: and the 
other Relicks, which receiye. ſo. many prgrs 
from far, . All their ſanctity is derivediffom the 
of: Jeſus, Chriſt, which they have had'thei honour t 
touch. Beſides we' are not certain if they be'true, 
ine there are ſo many Churches that quarrel about 

Ems tharwe have cauſe todoubt, butI am certain 
a, ingto-my belief; that. this lininen hath 

i Foy Tafus Chat, cThislinnen'chere- 

in my box of Relicks ;] where'Ikepr 

it pts while after, I am » one I had good rea- 
ſon to do ſo, in regard of tho nature of the thing 
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d afluraticethat Ihad Tthink that every|good Zemies 
Mo hetick oughr to do the fame, if he hat any belief 
Een er opaeet 
hs whic f 7-nave . cks4 ts hÞ- 

ur year ſufficient toi A Mirko ig bo oth 
them;although theſe relicks be filſe, aschey themſelves 
confeſs to happen ſometimes; what is the reaſon that 
their Religion doth not cauſe them to repoſe their 
tuft in: that which they! believe/to have certainly 
tuch'dZ the.) Body of \Feſus Chriſte and Wherefore 
doth not this linnen produce Mitacles 2' Nevertheleſs 
we ſce that ſcarce! any body reſpeds it, 'ris caſt aftde 
with other linnen without 'reſpe&; a little brit of 
Tiras ſlipper is mote-reverenced thai all. ſuch 
| 1and-chalices'of the? ap7ſts;' Wherefore db'we 
got {ce their: Zealots gather up 'the parings'df rheir 
Prieſts nails, that touch their God every day* Tris 
certainly: becauſe they have no faith | where they 
{honſd-have;iorif they have, it' is bur ar-ertoheous 
tatth, thariismot ableto work 4 Miracle : Tt hath not 
vhat efficacy as their belief; 'or their miſtaking of a 
ſbip nail for one of our Saviour's Croſs, and the bohes 


_of -an:hoxſe or thar of ſhe Saints ,- as rhe _ word 
n 


nen, the 

united tothe Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt - They 
Divinesdeclarethisunion:ſo Rift 

wonderful "for as the humanity ſubfiſts in the in 


pexiwade cn: Dliey may ireply y/ ate the 

5 jew dndtfic Priefi rs have ot thed only the 
elements : Bix Ianfwer, are not theſe s ſtrictly 

the reaſon they pretend for rheir adoring thier! T it 

that;'they/mbke! no difficuſty”)ed. conhietelt "the: - 
ho 1 rm Union, forras they: fay Doral ivine 

carnation, without a:natural and a proper Hm 

|', | like- 
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'kkewiſt the bread and: che-wineremaiat in this Sacra = 


ment, without their own and-macural ſubliſiency;! 
which they ſuppoſe to be deſtroyed , rogive way to 
a T antiation. Theſe things beinp-{d , where- 
fore may not the elements fancuiie a thing, freing 
thas they are really united to Jelus Chrift,God-Man® 
abd. Why! do- the Pept -ſo- little (regard - that thoſe 
thibgs that are known to have touch'd) then ,* when 
they reverence-others that are ſaid, 'without any like- 
lihood of truth, 'to have approached nearro Chriſt's 
humanity. *: This 1s unjuſt; , and 4: reproath totheir 
Faith, | not-buly in regard of Relicks , but alſo" i 
regard of thei? ACrament of the Altar. 
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" Lex: US: mer abr inext'ito another” Article is thi 
Popiſh Faith, - That whoſoever depends not upon the 
Pope,. whoſoever don't acknowledge him for their 
Lord, and th&Head of the Church ; whoſoever he be 
that lives out: of his obedience ;'(hall be: i6fallib! 
damned: of which Article 1' could 'never” be-ful 
perſwaded, therefore 1 _ _ pr w—_ 
1 enjoy penances to them that did willin 
their Crnſalicns: diſcover that 'they don - EX 
trath:of this: part ofthe: ey ta fo wn 
behold the manner of the Provefants livirig, rb 
Chriſtian 'behayiour, cannot well be/perfyadediof its 
I have known ſome Ladies thiſerably tormented with 
deſpair, becauſe they could not be perſwaded ed rhe 
damnitiori of: (ucts perſons My ghoſHy Pather; Have 
ſaid. to me, 1-art' darntied 7 rid Witham H 
af falvation , for 1 cannot poſſiblybelicre =_ of "he 
Wet. rticles 


Amun 
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| as confidently as the moſt. hely 
| error, to tell them that they cannot haveany-hopes of 
iy ation, if they axe notper{waded that the othersare 


Articles of our. Creed;:::I cannot be perſwaded:that 
ſuch a Lady , a:Hugonot, can be damn 's in regard ſhe: 
is ſo pious and virtuous i her converſation ; every 
morning I know that ſhe is about an hour at her de- 
votions in her cloſet, afterwards ſhetakes a reli tous 


\, book and reads , or applies her ſelf to--work , the is 


never idle, | all-her diſcourſe is of God's holy Word, 
and her ſelf appears ſoſenfible of what the ſpeaks, that 


the foreeth- rears from the eyes of the aſſiſtants, it is 


not poſfible-to be more juſt, charitable, and fearing 


| God than ſhe is ;- it is not poſſtble to: be 'more:zeatous. 
in; God's ſervice, and more-careful to-oblige her do- 
: meſticks to live well, according tothe Laws of God ;; 
'F cannot believe that ſuch a perſon. can-be damned: 
| nor L neither, ſaid I'to myſelf, Iam of your mind, 
| nevertheleſs 'it was then my intereſt to diifemble the 
| inward perſwaſion;of my mind ;. Don't let that rrou- 
| ble you, was about to-ſay toſuch;,: if you have not. 
' committed &- more grievous. ſin than: that, I ſhalt 
not load-you ,with an: heavy, penance i”F am certain 
| that many are of my mine in the Church of Rowe: 


It isa cheat and a deſign , to os gr 
eries;, and a great 


fſuredly dymned ;.a)though Ged commands usto the 
contrary. by his Apolile not tojuage ethers: Row. 1:4. 3; 
Fam, 4 12, [and affures us in his Goſpel; that: there 
needs: nothing. elſe to attain-untodalvation, but the 
keeping of his Commandments ;. which the: Froteftants 
profels. to do, and: performs. Therefore I:did often 
argue 1a this manner :- It:is hot poſſible: to be damned 
without ſin, for ſin. is that alone [that ſhucs _ 
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and draws upon'us the wrath' of God :. Now there 
is 'no ſin: but-is' againſt his commandments , either 
we'muſt omit wharhe enjoyns,:'or commir what he: 
forbids. 'Every one therefore that believes what Gods 
hath revealed unto us by his. Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and by Chriſt , and ſha eh non of 
God, ſhall infallibly beſa ure declares: 
it's. He that believethin wie ,. although he were dead yet: 
ſball. he live., faith. our Saviour, Joh.” 11. 25. and 
whoſoever liveth and believeth in. me , ſhall never aye. 
He don't tell us we mwſt believe in the Pope, to be. ſhe: 
ved; but we muft-behieve 7m him, He repeats theſe: 
words in ſeveral paſſages of the.Goſpel ,' Yerily verily 
E ſay unto you, if: any man keep mp word he ſhall. never. 
ſee death: he ſpeaks the ſame to thatman which en-- 
y_ -of. him what he was to. do to be. laved, 

ft it enter intolife, kee the commandments , Mah. 
29. 16, when he enquired which *:Cheiſb anſwered; 
Thou ſhalt notckifl , thon ſhalt. not commit adultery , thou 
ſhalt not Read , ohe. "Now the Proteitants pro G and. 
abſerve theſe two things x to believe in-God, and: tor 
_bey his: eommiandments; . This is their Baith., .and: 
"the principles of their Religion; to-believe all thar: 
God hath revealed ;.and to do all that:he hath com-- 
manded. - Wherefore ſhould they be. damaed 2 Be-- 
cauſe they don't..believe in the Pope , :anſwers:a Pa-. 
P4#, and beoauſethey don't keep:the commandments; 
of the Churcl-of-Rexec [But; my friend; frorwhence: 
haſt thou thar thele two —_— are: p pers > for. 
thy ſalvation <:+is it: fro » ox. from.mant: can 
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the Father Almighty , Creator of heaven and garth.,, and 


i» Frſus Chritt is only Sox aur Lars," 8c. | You dhall 
not fin there that you muſt believein the Pope, thar 
the Biſhop of Re 1s the Head of 'all the:Chriſtian 
Church, that; he is infallible , and:that he muft be 
abeyed as God himſelf: You ſhall not find there any 
mentioh of the 1 wr _ the _ of Pus- 
gatory, Indulgences , the Worſhipping of Tmayes; 
rm the: other Articles of the” Popal Religion, 
And the twoother Creeds, made abour two or rhree 
'hundred-years after the firſt , to explain and para- 
phriſc-it., ſpeak of -no-ſuch things: Liften atren- 
.tively at your, Morning Prayers, or when [Mais is 

in your Churches publickly-, :you| ſhall hear 
x Fn of the Pope, nor of his Church, you- ſhall 


| only. hear -of the Articles which 2?roteffants believe 
with leſs additions than you-4 for rhey oredit-rhemi 
 ohly becauſe God hath revealed them , they will have 
| (7 of humane authority with the divine. 


k over all the commandments of God's Law ,. 


_ | you ſhall-nor' find-there-.any;. thing 'of praying "eo 
' Saints, of worſhipping of Images, of abſtinence'from 
' meats, of fafting' in'Lent;/'of | confeflion of 'fins t0 
- men, bur there you ſhall find that we muft- worſhip 
_ God, that we muſt not make any graven mage, &. 
All theſe commandments are kepr more'religioufly: 


by rhe Proteftants-than”by the Papifts, 'whiat reaſon”. 


 thereforecan weſind fortheir Damiiationsh6w cotne 


they to be ſo dbld as" to thruſt this 4ato their Creed as 


| an Article of' Faith ; ambition and antichriftian rage 


aguinſt- them : hath !perſwaded then ! toir. © Bur'T 


. wohder how they.can offer to maintainthis do@rine, 
| with rhis whdiciony.chavahers/is-noiſalvdtion-but by 


al 
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an tmninn-iwiththe Pope , whoththey affirtito be:cfid 
Head -of the Church; andby , to in- 
fluence and: give life to eyery 'one! of its: Members; 
Sappaſe the Pope1s x: wicked man, us manytuch knee 
been ; - accortlirig: —_ own A — he :be 
covetous,.-profanc, lecherous, an Heretick; 7» Negro» 
mancer,or:a hethfh Monſter, how can any relation and 
union withſuch a one [do me any good*:canhe make 
me partakerof chat holineſs which he'himfetff wanrse 
Ehave good: caule to:fearthat he will infet/me:wirh 

his-vices. Is it not a grievous miſtake; and a ridiculous 

fancy, tolſay , that I cannot pleaſe God, unleſs I com- 

municate with, and be related to his enemy and char 

I muſt not expe& falvaridn; but by acommunion wich, 
hint that is afſſuredly damned © Nevertheleſs this is 

one of the Articles of. the Popiſh Creed and Faith. 
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Their Docrine coricerning Tradirions-is alfo con 
trary to the Holy Word of God, - It tends to with- 
draw. us. from-our. faich ard belief in- it. If Jelifs 
Chriſt did;now. live in. the world , he might: wid. 
reafon: treat the Papi#s in the ſame manneraghe did 
the Pharaltes': i7u vain do they honour: me; \teaching for 
doitrines the commandments of men; for laying uſide the 
commundnient of 'Gid ,, ye hald the tradition of 1nen ; ia 
the waſhing of pats and: caps , and: many other 'ſueh« like 
things ;;' yew do tranſareſs the contrantiment of: Gut byyoou 
tredition :.\ Mark 7,7 & 19, Math; 5.75 Phe molt 
part of: the Papzfts Principles and'Arcieles.of Faithare 
nothing but Dodtrines and-Commandmenes of meti-/ 


which .have altogether changed the appearance 6F- 
Chriſt's 


Chriſt's Chuirch ir all thoſe Kingdoms where -chey 
have been admitted. Imight may this appear more 
plainly , if I did but run over all the "XL; 


pertinencies., that are by this means received as is 
many Articles of Faith inthe Church of ; if I 
did. but make an enumeration, of all the falſe Miracles 
publiſhed for true, -but I ſhould. exceed the narrow: 
limits preſcribed to my ſelf. I ſhall therefore confine 
my felt to one thing, tliat hath very much ſcandaliſed' 
me in this Dodrine, it is the reaſon and expedient 
that they have|to maintain it, which tends to 'the 
total ſubverſion of Chriſtian Religion, and to'rhe 
deſtruction of Chriſt's Church. For to| perſwade 
people the more that their Traditions are neceffary , 
they exalt them above the Authority of| the Holy 
Scriptures , and advance ſuch doctrines, and propole _ 
ſuch queſtions, as might make any man an Atheiſt 
that will hearken to them. - How do you know , ſay 
"hey, that theſe Writings that bear Moſess name 
have been written by him? How do you know that 
St. Matthew, St. Mark , St. Luke , and 'St, Fohn, are |, 
Authors of the Goſpel? that St..Paul, St. Fames , 
and St, Peter, have written the Epiſtles? unleſs it be 
— Have you ſeen the firſt Originals of 
theſe Writings, that you credit ſo much + And if you 
did fee them, who 1s it can affirm, that they were 
written by theſe great Apoſtles, that have been dead 
fo.long * unleſs you. believe the men of| our days, 
who. have received what they affirm, . either bywri- 
tang ,. orotherwiſe, ' from. the hear-ſey of their Fore- 
fathers. This we name Traditiovy, Pighins argues in 
this manner, - Hierarch.Ecdef. |. 1.c.2. This was alſo 
my reaſon and argument, that I have often _— 
ry uſe 


uſe of z'but' when I had ſeriouſly examined irs 
ſtrength , its veracity and deſign , :I found it to be 
but weak, and tending to underminethe foundations 
of _— — — ligi rn I 
might have the. liberty-to-propaſe: fu ions, I 
might as well make ochomen Thich tulbictonglechems 
ia as great a difficulty as theirs:do us: How know 
you, may I ſay, that your Tradition is good and 
true: How do you know, that ſuch as affirm St. Peter 
to have been Buſhop of Reme, ſpeak truth?: How came 
= to be per[waded that there is a Biſhop of Rome ? 

ave you {cen him? How are you certain, that the 
"Pardons and Indulgences that you receive camefrom 
him? that he hath confirmed them with his ſigna- 
tures could not the perſons that havedelivered them 
to you counterfeit his hand? May not an Atheiſt 
make uſe very well of this argument, and ask, How 
do.you know that there is any other God beſides the 
Sun? have youever ſeen him 2 have youever ſpoken 
with -hims How do: you know that thereare three 
Perſons in the Godhead « How do you know thatJeſus 
Chriſt hath lived upon earth * that there have been 
Apoſtles? &c. This is the drift and end of theſe 
queſtions, which we muſt rejeQ as the Devils cun- 
ning toenſnare our Faith, - Hearken wht to thoſe. that 
will ſpeak in this manner , ſaith St, CAuitin, Crifel L. 6; 
c.5. How knoweſt thou that theſe Books proceed, and are - 
derived unto men from the Spirit of azrue God? for this 
we muit believe above all things. And Tertull, contra 
Hermogen. d acknowledze the fulneſs of the Scripture, Her? 
mogenes cannot find there any pretence for his errours 
therefore he and his fellows flye to the aſſiſtance of Tra- 
dition, And elſewhere he faith , Take away from He- 
. N 


reticks 


reficks that which is comin to thers with the Heathenty' 
ani confint then ta the Holy! Srriptures., and they can md: 
py-2s ſabſiſt.. Di \Reſur. carmis. 1 Þ think this anſwer is! 
2 ſufficient reply: #$0:rhe Paps&s,: ' Many others have; 
Been given, whicharexoberead in the Books of Cons: 
troverſie, It is 'my'jadgment ,/ that God harh full 
as much power as men, and that his voice 1s as eth- 
cacious and perte& as ours, We are to. be diſtin- 
yuiſhed by ous voices and ſpeeches, as when a Son 
a his Fathers voice, he needs not that a Servant 
ſhould inform him: that his Father ſpeaks; likewiſe 
our Saviour Chriſt aſſures us., that his ſheep hear his 
voice and know it, We need no other but. Chriſt's 
voice to know that it is His,: that He ſpeaks unto us 
mrthe Holy Scriptures. Let not the Papiſts propoſe 
any ſuch queſtions. for the future, and ler them take 
noticeof what St. Ferome tells us upon Hapg. That'the 
things that are invented are falſe, as for example, (uh 
45 are ſaid to be the _Apoſites traditions , which have wo 
authority war teſtimony from the Hdly Scriptures, are mark'd 
by God's ſword, | 


; | AY / 
| * From this Dodrine- of Tradition proceeds their 
| Faith of Miracles," a Faith as ill grounded and ridi- 
-| eulous as the Traditions themſelves , that are but.old 
| wives takes. | We ma => ofa ſuchasiare related to 
| ns of former ages by ther that are publifhed- and-per- 
| formed in ourdays., \of a thonſand there is ſcarce one 
| that hath the leaſt appearanceof realiry;-if we will 
| but ſeriouſly confider and. examin them. ' Neverthe- 
| kB they are as. boldly delivered for truth? in the 
| | Popiſh 
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Popiſh Pulpits, as the Golpel. . 1Irhavedeclaredimany, 
being forced thereunto-by my Office, : that: Iknew:r9 
bevery falſe. ' Several perſons of the:common' people 
haverelated to me accidents, that have happened in 

aces of devotion, which they look'd upon as no- 
table Miracles; but whea 1 have examined them well, 
T have anderſtood that they were but natural effetts; 
If they: had-addreſſed themſelves to ſome other per- 
ſons , their belief and declarations had paſſed as cur- 
rant as' Chriſt's ReſurreQion from the dead', and Le- 
zarss"riling out'of the Sepulchre, 'they-had beenre- 
corded:, and: ilaid' up for poſterity to read;- ' For ex- 
ample: 'A Country fellow' comes #0' me, withtwo 
or three of ' his \neighbours ;- affuring me, that his 
wite had been at the laſt gaſp, and that becauſe he 
had offered her to'St. M ok mg. <Anne,the very 
next day the recovered of -herdiftemper. :-'But he did 
not tell me, that the Phylitian, that had judged" her 
ſickneſs ſo deſperate, was but a Country Chyrurgeon, 
who hath ſcarce ſeen rhe qQutſide of Phyſick Books , 
and therefore knew not how to judge of a diſeaſe by 
the ſyraptoms.'” Ihave healed many inthis maritier , 
by preſcribing to them no other receipt but patience. 
Idid not diſcover tothem,: that the dangerous diſtem- 
per, whichhad taken from the Patient:{peech, -pro- 
ceeded from a@r:ſis,, or the turning of 'che blood y/ of 
from the working'of C—— Aavelier 
comes to me, anditells me, rhar hischild hich been 
thought to be dead for- ſeveralihours@ but when'in 
tiefaognten ro\take notice,” that it Wigs # Convul- 
fion-fit ,} or the Falling-ſicknts',”he Uoift gg back to 


—_— Prieft,/tharwhat herhbaghrtb bedeath 
is 


ur (a diſeaſe, Who i&/it that 'would 'notVhdve 
; N 2 . really 
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really believed |to be true, what the Biſhop of Angers 
publuhed ia print, he is a: perſon. not eaſilyto be: per- 
{waded, he cauſed anexactenquiry to be made;pand 
was certainly informed that Jeſus Chriſt had vulibly 
appeared inthe Pariſh-Church of U/es, inthe Priefts 
hands as he was ſaying Maſs 2 Yet he! hath' been 
forced to acknowledge, to'the ſhame of the whold 
Church, that it- was but a fiction of the Prieſt and 
a few Pariſhioners, who thought to enrich them- 
ſelves by that means: If this Prieſt had but dyed. a 
few days. aftex, he had been Canonized for a Saint , 
but he hath lived , and declared by bis Life; what 
manner of man hes: the _— hath been - forced 
for his (candalous behaviour to degrade him , and 
caſt him into/a Priſon, where I think he remains 
yet. We may judge: by this. what. to- think of 
, poi other Miracles noiſed abroad in the Church: 

£ Rome... ' | | 


! 
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| The ht Article relates to the Indblgences, I don't 
ere queſtion whether the Pope hath power to par- 

n/ſigs when he 'pleaſeth ;,: Jeſus Chriſt can do na 
more ,. the Phariſes would- neyer; allow him that 
ower. |1 deſixe therefore! that the Divines of he 
-hurgl, of:\Bawe wayld: relolve':me thee. ron: 


which I have often propoſed tomy elf :| Wherefore 


dp the Popes- proclaim . their: Univerſal -Jubilces 
which cauſegſÞ many thouſand people to txot.to Rome; 


er tb. ſore ofher great City where the Rm ap+ 
pointed, to-gain them *-c[For-if ;they anſwer, that it 


1 
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$ to obtain, the. forgiyenels of our ſins; 1 may reply, 


65] 
that there: is no_need to go ſo far.to obtaiguthis for- 
giveneſs ; there is ac, Pavtt- lene; 6 the! ; 
may be bought every. yeax leyeral times!:.- There-3s 
ſcarce a noted Town:, but it may be-purchaledevery 
day, only one being concerned and initiated iato the 
Fraternity of the little habit of - the Virgin, many 
times - obtains for -us aboye one: hundred 'and fifty 
every year: I ſhallnotſpeak of the.other means tOget 
theſe priviledges and advantages. . Now thoſe In- 
dulgences, as the Popiſh Divines affirm, free us as 
well from. the: puniſhment; as-from the guilt of all 
manner of ſins; if therefore this is to be bad inevery 
Pariſh-Church,, what need is there of a PUSrimage 
to Rome? if all our ſins are pardoned , what wall 
Pope's or his Agents Abſolution- profit us-? Is not 
this to make a, {port of mens, credulity, ,. andito deal 
\ ith them. as. with blind-men and fools. It may be 
they will anſwer, ' that at ſuch ſolemn occaſions the 
Pope abfolves from grievous fins ,; reſerved to himſelt, 
which are not forgiven every day z. bur if 'I have 
rock miley of og ns refore AM 
; lollicited and prejs-d- upon {t0,-go, and RUrcnale 2 
Jubilee 2 wheretore he jt otherwiſe to make 
a general confeſſion of my fins? and it Idon't, where- 
fore am I look'd upon, as an Atheiſt, From. hence 
we GE O06ugg that;their;Churchiis never perfect. 
but in the time. of, the. Jubilee; becaule- at thab'time 
only it hath; a power to-forgive"all manner” of ſin- 
ners: But Biſhops and Prieſts arc to-be found.in.ever 
corner,that hayei s:granted' to abfolve theſe 
grievaus and; horrid; {fins'; . here is ſcarce a petty: 
Monk but will ſay he' hath that priviledge ,; four or 
ve fins-excepted , which. ſcarce happen. ua an wer 


[96] 
tred years Province: 'If none'bur-ſuch as' zre 
puilty' of mheſs ſins'did go to 2mne; theRoads of -7raly 
would hot beſ6 populous asthey/ars at this time. 
kT might-here mention the orher Indulgences that 
my be obtained every day. The abuſes are fo great 
nd ridiculous , that i you'pleale to view the inftru- 
ments of aPopiſh Zealot, you ſhall ſee ſti and trin- 
kers enought to ſet up 2:Shap* You ſhall ſee Beads 
of all ſizes, ſhapes and numbers, fifteen'in a ſtring, 
Klty in another, thirty in another, /ten tn another , 
all this isfultof myftery : you ſhall ſee little garments, 
\iſee-ohildreny babies attire ;fomte white!, others red, 
Tg you ſhall fpy Medals 'of all forts, 
Tords with knots of ſeveral magnitudes, and Croſles 
of all faſhions: 'The Papifts are become f ridiculous 
ro cauſe their Zealots to'weartwo' pins 2-croſsypon 
their fleeve or breaft-; aſſuring them that they ſhall 
obtain the forgivenels of ſeveral days fins, as often 
as they kiſs this Croſs, or pronounce oyer it two or 
three hard: conjuring words.” I was never more 
#ftoriiſhed arid-featidalrzed than I was the laft year, 
when Twas ſent about the timeof the Feſtival of rhe 
holy' Sacrament to'preach in the City where I made 
my abode, Tfoundevery ſtored with theſe Indul- 
gences,; wearing pins a-crols , they inform'd me that 
f rhe diowh, Sc ploy 6. Father of the"Feſhits; called 
houfant [uch rricks is thoſe” © Father 'Huby , had'recymmen- 
Jn pu irnmatroyns 7  6r this aorable piece of de: 
15146 (7- yp hagbi Wor epey = Gro _ 
39" 5911 #1 222Ye difpoſed'sf above trn-1 
Htons of pins, which he had the' conſtiente not 15 
tel}; he gave them our of an exceſsof charity ;" bur in 
a6 aj requital 
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plain Eednoequire/fai antreprtiwofuns 
af:ni_gzpytoohelght :hnsiBrethren, the Frſuici 
ourbllingſioDbec anda r\Couttarics:to. ſay Maſs y 
for in thoſe places they cannde meer winks ſuch fools 
that will encourage them , by contributing to their 
ſubliſtence. & 

If we did but run over all the other Tenents of 
the. Remiſh Faith , we ſhould find/as many errors, 
mitakes and abominations as we havedone in theſe. 
Bur-it is not: my. defignito mention-all), T'intended 
to be more ſuccuict,: and I look. ndr upon myſelf as 
able to make this deſcription ſo wells others:whor 
he ve more ſtudied the Diſputes and Controverſies. 


THE THIRDPART.. 


H E Third Reaſon-that hath ſo lon homing me 

in the: Remiſh Religion: was > ol ho upon the 
practices and Laws of that Church, the lama Fe- 
ftivals he Auricular Confeſſion 4| Abſtinence from 
Meats, theiBorty days: of Lent, the Prieſts Vows'of 
Chaſtity, and the auttere:Lives of the Monks. Alt 
thele things did preſent themſelves as-it were'in a 
body rogetherin mp-mind., -and:cauſed me: to enter« 
taurſorhigh aw-efteeny for: Popery:; /awhere F:\awi1o 
many holy! and-religious| cuſtoms obſeved , »that: I 
could not look: upon the :reft but with diſdain, ha- 
ered and averfion /'becaute 1 could not find the ſame 
thangs.. JU VEIT IND IGHLD $5 26 


"Butrwhen ngainſionp: will: Twas forced? to: open 


&: berag” vþp my Office to 
my begins = EE reuriours that Efaw 


athod bus ke wor, £ fourd'thar theſe chings pro- 
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fubcil'wits,. and intice'the devoutet fouls into the 
broad road of hell, by the Devil , who ſometimes 
appearsas an Angel of Light, | 


1d. . invils 97 
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| What a vaſt number of diſorders have been occa- 
ſioned by the many Feſtivals of rhe Church of Rowe ? 
There were ſo prodigious a'multitude lately obferved 
in France, 'that the King was forced about teven years 
ago to get a Diſpenſation for the eait and benefit of 
his People from the Pope, who aboliſhed a great 
many.* But this Diſpenlation hath cauſed a ſtrange ' 
deformity in all theBiſhopricks of Fraxce.: Some were 
willing to _ the Popes order, by caſting out, of the 
Calendar ſuch- Feſtivals as were aboliſhed , other 
Biſhops would not admit itz ſome cut off a few, kee- 
ping itil! the reſt, others were offended, thar the 
King did incroach upon rs rs , therefore 
inſtead of diminiſhing the.number of their Feſtivals, 
they eſtabliſhed new Feaſt-days , ſome faſt in the 
| Saints Eve, and keep not theday; others regard nei- 
ther the faſt nor Oy z others cauſe them tobe 
kept only *tall noon y/others to: prevent all inconve- 
aiencies havg appoiated all Feaft-days co be obſerved 
on'the Sunday , and their Fafts 'on the Saterday : So 
that yet we may ſee two men of the ſame Village, or 
of the ſame Family , of a different perſwaſion, one 
obliged tokeept x Feſtival-dayfor fear of 4 mortal fin, 
and:the other haty nay/the ſame; perſon is ingaped to 
this ablerv ation if he-itays at home F bat: if vB 
oyer 2 gutter or r1yuletito go into another Pariſh he 
. by *. | commits 


"be 


commits no ſuch ſin, and may do what hepleaſeth: 
Can any man think that theſe practices proceed from 
God? Yet this they believe, and the Caſuiſts amongſt 
the Papi/ts affirm, | 


f 
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'  Auricular Confeffion is another Invention of _ 
man's brain, The Romiſh Clergy have impoſed it 
out of policy, as a neceſſary means to keep men in 
their duty, and to hinder them from miſchieyous at- 
tempts. The deſign was "good, but the means im- 
ployed is unjuſt and tyrannical : I may ſafely name it 
{o without fear, for I know ſufficiently what I-am to 
thiak and ſay upon this ſubjet. I have read over 
and over the Holy Scriptures and the Fathers concer- 
ning this matter , and becauſc I did not truft to my 
own judgment, I intreated the' aſſiſtance of ſome 
Learned Men of my acquaintance , to ſee whether 
they could find any thing out of St, Ambroſe, St, 1m 
ſtin, or other Fathers , to affiſt and confirm my Medi- 
tations, that I was to deliver in Sermons, which I 
compoſed upon this Subje& z but I could never ſee 
nor tind any paſſage there, that confirms this politick 
Inſtitution, as it is practiſed in the Church of Rome, 
We may find that we mult confeſs our fins unto 
God, but not to men; we may alſo find, that it is 
well done to declare and diſcover the troubles of our 
conſciences to them that have the rule over us, and 
are appointed by God to inſtru us, that we may 
underſtand and receive from- them ſeaſonable com- 
forts and inftructions. This 1s very uſeful to us, and 
ſometimes aþſolutely Rs”. But it is not ye 
| that. 
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tharwoſhould'reveal all our weakneſles, mention all 
qur ſins {mall and great. ,; to particulariſe their num-- 
ber and quality , and all their.circurtiſtances and ag- 
gravations, to a ſinful man, as vicious as. my ſelf, 
who ought to confels alſo it may be to me, as the 
Prieſts of the ſame Church.confels their fins to one. 
another, it 15 not required that I ſhould make this- 
confeſſion, as it is practiled with ſo many ridiculous 
queſtions, that teach us to commit fins that we. 
knew not before : The Caſuiſts are of opinion , that 


- when a Prieſt ſhould: be inclinable ro the moſt abo- 


minable fias of lechery , and in danger tobe tempted- 
to them by every apprehenſion, yet when he receives 
the Confellon of a Virgin, he had better omit no- 
thing than: to cauſe her to pals over: any thing , and 
ro commit by this at a material fin in their opinion : 
This can.never be proved , unites the Paprſts offer to: 
do it by a new Bible, by other Evangeliſts, and 
other Interpreters, than.have yet written upon the 
Holy Scriptures. | 

| I could: never. digeſt the doctrine of! the Popilh. 
Divines, that teacherh us two kind of ſorrows requi- 


red in true repentance., the. one they 'name Con- 


trition , which is, ſay they, when we are grieved to 
have offended God for-his lake becauſe. be is ſo in- 
haitely good ,, and becauſe fin difpleaſeth him: this 
grief-1s ſufficient ro obtain from God the forgiveneſs 
of our figs, in caſe we-cannot conveniently go to 
gonfels them, for if a Prieſt be preſent we cannot 
be. diſpenſed from this duty. The other grief or ſor- 
row, named Attricion, t5 when a maniis grieved-to 
have off:aded God out of worldly intereſt and ſelfifh- 
ns, becaule fin deprives us of rhe hopes of _—_— 
| an 
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and'condemns us'to Hell , &r., This forrow., Tay 
they, is not ſufficient of it ſelf to obtain'the ablo- 
lution of our fins, but only when it is accompanied 
Hoe Prieſts abſolution. That tis to ſay, that al- 
. thongh a manupon his death-bed ſhall confefs all his 
fins, if the Prieſt wilt be ſo hard-hearted to Yen 
Him abſolution , in cafe he departs in that eſtate wit 
{uch a ſorrow in his heart, he ſhall be damned for 
all that. Let any of the Popith Divines tell me 
which of the holy Prangepen have taught them this 
diftintion £ which of rhe Apotftles did ever preach 
ſuch doctrine as this ? Nevertheleſs I think they 
have reaſon to recommend-it , becauſe the falvation 
or the damnation of fouls is fo highly concerned, 
according to their teaching , and many times of ten 
thouſand fouls in one Church: This baſtard Sacra- 
ment is not of the number of .the Sacraments of 
which we are never to be partakers but once, for it 
is commanded every year at Eſter , and ſome perſons 
are partakers of it almoſt every day, as is uſually 
practifed.in the Church of Riye. What is the reaſon 
that neither Chriſt , nor his Apoſtles have ever 
mentioned it © Or rather how came theſe perſons 
to be ſo bold as to impoſe theſe diftin&tions as Articles 
of Faith? Is it pofſible that the Prieſts preſence. or 
abſence , or the opportunity of Confeſſion, makes 
our repentance true or falſe, according to fuch trivial 
"circumftances © If IT amat a diſtance from a Remiſh 
Prieft ; am 1 therefore to be looK'd upon as if I were 
at as great a diſtance from God, and in agyorſe 
eſtate than another from whoſe ſides the Peſt is 
not to be drawn 2 Doth this caufe my ſorrow to 
be leſs or more able to prevail upon God's mercy * 
O 2 Doth 


| 
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Doth true repentahce depend upon the Prieſt's 
leaſure ? Ad Akeiticn, which 1s but 4 endow 
orrow , of no validity of it ſelf in God's ſight, is 
it more conſiderable, more perfe&t, and more able to 
ſave me, when a Prieſt ſhall have mark'd me with 
the ſign of the Croſs upon my forehead 4 when he 
ſhall have whiſpered two or three words/in my ear ? 
What am I the better for all this? Is God's Juſtice 
thereby ſatisfied? and his Mercy more inclinable to 
pardon me ? | 
According to this ridiculous DoQrine, ſuppoſe I 
ſhould weep and lament for my lins as| bitterly as 
St. Peter, with as many expreſſions of holy love as 
Mary Mazaalen , if Ido not confels them to a Prieſt, 
I ſhall be nevertheleſs damned for them.” And ſup- 
poſe I ſhould be guilty of the moſt horrid crimes, if 
I can but imitate this imperfeQ ſorrow , a {uperticial 
diſpleaſure to have offended God, for the love. that I 
bear to my ſelf, if I reveal them to a Prieſt , Tſhall 
be ſaved notwithſtanding. Wretched Fudzs ! had(t 
thou had but a Rowiſh Prieſt at the foot of thy Gibbet, 
thy Soul might have gone ſtreight to-heaven , for he 
performed all the conditions required by the Popiſh 
Doctors in a true Penitent , for they ſay that three 
particulars are to be obſerved , the compunQtion or 
pricking of the heart, the confeſſion, andatisfattion., 
compundion in the foul, confeſſion of the mouth, 
and ſatisfaction of the hand. Judas was a zealous 
obſerver of theſe particulars , as may appear by his 
Hiſtory in the Goſpel, Matth, 27. 4. He wanted not 
confflation , or a hearty diſpleaſure to.have ſinned 
againſt God., for it is ſaid he repented: He confeſſed 
allo his crime , 7 have ſinned, (aid he, in betraying the 
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#1nocent bleed, David, in his repentance, could fay no 
more; and the greateſt Cafuiſts amongſt the Papiſts 
demand no more, for he did not confels only in ge- 
neral, but he mentions alſo the greatneſs and nature 
of his ſin, There was alfo in his repentance a ſatiſ- 
faction , for he reſtored back his ill gotten money, 
he brought back the thirty pieces of ſilver, How comes 
it to pals therefore, that penitent Fudas was damned 2 
It was, faith a Papiſt, becauſe there was no Prieſt 
t of the Gibbet, ' where he hang'd himſelf, 
>:bſolution; #f there had been one never 
Wtible, to ſpeak to him but theſe two words, 
Te abſolvo, he might have made him a Saint, and 
following Ages would have built Temples in honour 
of him, Altars and Images, as to. the other Apoſtles, 
to receive the devotions of the People. Some may 
reply , that F#dzs had not that ſincere and-hearty ſor- 
row required in a true Penitent, and that this was 
the canle of his damnation. I am of the fame opi- 
nion, I acknowledge that' to be true , but I affirm., 
and can prove, that Judas had as much forrow and 
diſpleaſure as the Paprits require in a ſinner , when 
they give abſolution, and aſſure him of his happineſs. 
E know that ſome of them wul. ſay, that this at- 
trition muſt be fupernatural, grounded upon adivine 
faith , as the fear of forfeiting "the joys of heaven, 
of falling into the pains and torments of hell , or a 

rief proceeding from theſe and. ſuch like perſwa- 
10nsz It is not derived. from God, or His Love, but 
from our.intereſt revealed unto us by faith, - In Judas, 
we may take noticeof a diſpleaſure as great, and not 
much unlike to that which proceeds. from theſe prin- 
ciples, as may appear by his own words, Thave fnved 


4 


Tg8] 
in betraying the innocent bleed: He declares publickly 
the innocency of our Saviour , which was an a& of 
Faith ; moreover he declares, that the conſideration 
of ChriſtS innocency was the chief caule of his diſ- 
pleaſure. There is no ghoſtly Father of theChurch 
of Rowe but will take Fades repentance, not only 
for an attrition , but alſo for a true contritzon. I am 
certain that they. give abſolution to many perſons, 
who never had fo t a ſorrow for their fins as 
Judas, Therefore why was Fudes damned?;St. Am- 
broſe returns us a fatisfaQory anſwer, | 
may underſtand , how dangerous it is ſolllwmes to 
.confeſs our ſins-rather to men than to God :* Arbitror, 
faith he, exim quod etiam Fudas potuiſſet tanta Dei miſe- 
ratione non excludi 4 venia,ſi panitentiam.non apud Fad cos, 
ſed apud Chriſtum egiſſet, Ambr. 1. 2. de ponit, c. 5. 
4 am perſwaded, faith he, that Judas might have been 
admitted by God's infiuite mercy , if inſtead of profeſſing 
his repentance to the Fews, he had _ himſelf” to 
-Chriſf, He went to confels hisfin to the Jews, who 
inſtead of reproving him for it, and exhorting him 
to truſt in God's unfpeakable goodneſs, returned him 
an anſwer, that tended toconfirm him in his malice, 
and caſt him into deſpair, Quid 4d nos? tu videris:; 
-faid rhey to him; hat is that to 4? ſee thouto that. 
This ts the true model of the Papr/fs repentance : The 
.confels their ſins to a Prieſt, as much loaden wir 
guilt as they are themſelves, I have been drunk, faith 
a drunken Sot in his confeſſion to a ly Father, 
who is ſometimes more debauch'd : O»i/d ad nos ? re- 
plyes the Father, # wideris: Tris no great crime , 
we are apt to be drawn away with the loveof good 
company, therefore for penancel enjoyn thee to caufe 
| , z 
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& Maſs to be-(aid for thee before the Virgin Aary's. 
Altar z after: that he is perfeQly abfolved. ' I have 
been guilty , faith another , twenty times of the fin 
of Fornication , Quid ad nos? replies a lecherous 

Father-Confeſſor , ts viders. It is a difficult task. 
to ſuppreſs the motions of love. therefore thou ſhalt 

for thy / cn wg number over thy Beads , that is ſuf-- 
ficient forthee : ſuch-a one. 1s afcerwards certain to- 
obtain ſalvation , by this abſolution ſo eaſily obtained. 

I, have worſhipped Images, will a nice conſcience it. 
may be ſay, contrary to God's command , I have 

believed” many things not agreeable to what 1s re- 

corded in the Holy Word of God, I.have preferr'd- 
man's inventions to the Laws of God, &&c. — ad 
05s? tuviders, Thou muſt do fo, faith a Prieft, by 
this means thou ſhalt come to be a Saint. Thus is 
a Fuds's repentance , and a. dealing like to that of- 
the Fews: Let any maa judge if it be able to ſecure 


T 


the {alvation of our ſouls, | | 

I might add to this, that extraordinary Power. 
which the Rowiſb Priefts claim of parduning all man- 
nerof ſins, and of blotting them out with the breath 
of two words. Is not this to.make themſelves equal: 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and to declare themlelves to be-the 
Saviours of Man-kind 2 - Wherefore do they treat 
their Penitents as {laves, and deal with-them as if. 
they were their Gods 2 

Moreover, they treat the Son of God moſt un- 
worthily , and are guilty of the ſame fin as. the- 
wicked Macedonsans., who affirmed that the Holy 
Spirit was but the ſervant of the Father of Eternity. 
The R-miſh Divines deal with' Chriſt in a more diſ-- 
graceful.manner.: For by their dorinexghey _ 
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bim become their Prieſt's ſervant : For when they 
are pleaſed to ſay , we abſolve this ſinner, it is the 
ſame as if they ſaid to Jeſus Chrift , we command 
thee to give to this ſoul ſanRifying grace, that it 
may be juſtified! and acceptable to God the Father, 
We will not grant abſolution to that finner, that is 
to ſay, we forbid thee to ſhew him or her ſo much 
favour as thou didſt to penitent Mary Magdalen , to 
waſh away her fins, this belongs to us, we will do 
it a fortnight hence z we command the ſinner to 
come to us at that time, until then we will bind 
him or her with a tye not to be looſed : The Lamb 
of | the Revelations, without our affiltance, cannot 
open the book of a ſinners conſcience, to take away 
from it the impreſſions of ſin. This is the imperious 
language of 'the Popiſh Prieſts to their Penitents ; 
they deal with them in this manner , their Miſſio- 
nary and Itinerary Preachers are yet more cruel to 
| ſuch as are at their mercy : I would not have any 

man think that'I add more than is true, I will aſſure 
him that I ſpeak nothing but what 1 know to be too 
* true. If the Father-Confeſlors ſpeak not theſe words 
always, they have them in their thoughts, ſeeing 
that they deal thus with the people, and maintain 
that they muſt doſo: So impertinent and ridiculous 
they are. | | 

| But conſider in what manner this Confeſſion is 
made. They begin by a repetition of the,Confateor , 
ſaying, 7 confeſs my ſelf to God the Father Almighty , to 
the Bleſſed Virgin Mary , to St. Michael the eArchan- 
gel, &c. What an impertinency is this ! Doth my 
abſolution depend upon the will of God the Father;* 
of the Virgina (Mary , of St, Michael , and of the 
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manrter of fins Cunkye that'the Penite Fen. are fe 
td'eonfeſs's Suck as Th# Wir ate | Av gh. 
fies of 'the ghoſtly Fit would pe e 
their'Zealors of beirig tiiore ſpiritbaf and i Nt ſubtit 
than ordinary by-this'means, to oblige them tg-a 
greater reverence of their perſons. What ridiculous 
inefictes have ſhine of theſe/PFather-Confeſſory 
taught their -penitent*Nuns;/*tm'their Confeffions 2 
You ſhall ſee what rhe right reverend Father , Fathe 
Yves a Capuchin of Paris ,* hath written'in his Lerrers 
of 4b athon'to Eraſtur, and Father Chiron a Carmelite, 
t19/his Book called The Exemen of the Myſtical Theology. 
They bring a devout Nun before her Father-Cog- 
feſfor, ia: ; her elf" in this ridiculous manner 
and nonſenſicz Benedicite , ghoſtly Fa- 
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matizn h En Nuns to confels; their, 
ns.int heal znt manger,. Let any man judge 
ſuch leſſons-as t p47 are 29t ridiculous and imper- 
ones FE ir conlriencts ar ,notdeceived a; þy be: 
pag: | t ele niceties,, tobe. crimes $: the 
hette r, ; Far 2-4 with David, : I have ſinned, 42 W+ 
ledge my offenge , O God have.mercy upon me, than 
| I LN HSE over ſo many. le fagles. ; lad time of Con» 
* FEſhon-4s 4n reckoning up.tuch impertigencies 
as thele pr res all, rhe ; Prot en ks penagce 
more ri iculous than the confeſſion A ſelf... A, cer: 
tain Monk. informed me of a very diſcreet and vir- 
 tuous Lady, whowas {o conleicngons, that ſhe came 
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follies-ard muftake erties 
Paniftry; T ) pull Jeſs ift fromhis chrong; = 
place. their Prieſts iri/ his ſear;-they caſlave the (c 

and, conſciences of men to' their-wills ; ſo that they 
__ themſelves-bound to. credit whatſoever 

ay; to do ————_——_————— —— _ 
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- Abſtinence and: Faſting I have always Jodie dhiipmn 
35 alvery. holy and! uſcful-pradtices| but Leda 
underſtand, under this diſpenſation off God's Grace,: 
in this liberty and wreaks mom —_ are.not” 
of his enacting, hawssispoſhb __ 
of beef, or a te of facbagon hold be ___ 
my! ſoul, ſqoncr:than 8:10 herring: (For: wer are | 
commanded by St. Pa4l ,-29;txt: that which is ſet before 
« ; and our Saviour aſſures us;;-thet it 75 not that 
which enters into the mouth that. defiles the ſoul: but that 
which comes out," Ttey rellus thar Adiſes, Eine, and: 
our Saviour; Chriſt have: done; fo: US 5iitheir) 
virtuous examples in this rg{pþe& wereadmirable, 'but: 
not imizable the Ppiffs are not: careful to follows 
Of _— a pd hy du more than __ re we _ 
t _ withdut 
et pouch ha ihe Pop 

mg "any og am' , (the! Remiſh: Biſhops and 
Coos would never believe'thathe was:inſpired 
of .God.. But we may ſee b by. experience; [that abſti- 
nence from meats and; faſtings: ara arg qurerontiof fas! 
thion , and ſeldomoobſerved bythe Ronen Catholicksy 
theix Caſuiſts allow liberty to mu many ,! that'but "m 


work all days "k- (Ecaveliets, = — np 1 v1 
as: have; no means noeata good y/ahiat i© £0 (ay; 
ſuch as have no fiſh, or ſomerhing-like that for-theiv 
dinner:z ſet aſide the Magiſtrates, and others , that 
labour. with their brains —_ Ladies , that cangot 
ſleep without. a good ſupper in their bellies, and ge- 
nevally-all fuck as /havenct anainadirothe Age of one. 
and-tvidary,] or:that-ureubove tlireeſcore ;/ und tell. 
me, howi oiany will remain + And of theſs Whotre 
we:have: toe mentioned, but vety few obſerve fh- 
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exmalng; pullty: of gluteay 1 
* | their:pa nes. an atinoon, that©t 


might not longfor-meatrhe reft of the day. ln 
they. had-berter never have made ary: fuch' Law, 
' which-concerns fo-few-.,- and which- -bythem'is very 
Inn oEocrge 
| uit: this ex t; | to:beger'dou S'Hty 
the ſouls of men, th > and] might ſi againſt their 
| miſtaken; epics by: at pt. wo into 
 durtination. IONIC j (te FRED Ie 
| :Þ6anuft eckicardel dro F.murefiroont enki vi 
 umnzo which: L:ooult-never, find! ar" ata 
 ſiver, and whiety. luih he dime tor diſeby 48 
_—_ of: all chefs fe ities; whereof the - 
 obletyangdn i92no: fi qromonnny 20.#true'Ohri- 
 Gianinbwifguationg: xFobYuingi of our: Cpnns WH 
| varaly buſts, IG wor yo i/Chriftianity, and. 
| the holibefs'of, our: Souls, depends much upd fh- 
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ting, abſtinence , and: fuch mortifications' of the 
_ the Phariſees were good! Clri#iens,. and: the 
Tarks would defervea gong holinek than 
we; for the Zheriſees did performall theſe things exs 
atly, and the Laws of the Twkis forbid them to- 
drink wine, :andtoforbear-catipg of. ſeveral mears all 
tlicir' 11fe - time ,: beſides. they Have'certain Monks 
very auſterein theirhving, the Derviſes whip them». 
ſelves pablickly in tlie ftreets', they cut their skin 
with ſharp raſors, and ſuffer many ſuch cruelties in. 
their: bodies , as Calcomdide and Hichael Bandter re-- 
late.” The-wilfall penances: of ole Monks are got 
to be compared to theirs. We'tmay therefore con- 
clude., and ſpeak confidently, that this Law is as- 
great an hypocriſie and abuſe, asthe other Inventions. 
of. the Paprſts, ' To make our; Chriſtian . perfection: 
confift dn (ſuch miceties zndi folles,: 1s tocatchat the. 
ſhadowy inſtead! of the. body”, to imiſtake: the- colour: 
for the ſubſtance, the appearance for thereality, the. 
ſhell for. the onkomnd the. night for the day: Bur 
ſuch. as are inveigled by the ;peruſal of the Popith 
Books, which are. oaly allowed'to. be: read; in that 
Church, and ſuch as are beſotted and deceived by 
the repeated lefſons of their Preachers , who ſeldom, 


cry up any thing-elſe intheir Pulpits, cannot well: 
make all tticſe FefleQronsand conlideranions.. 
fo 


The unlawfulneſs of the Prieft's Marriage isa Law 
contrary.-to the. Holy Scriptures, / and the cauſe: of 
many abomanations; and of the: damaatiori of:-m1 
Souls , which might otherwiſe be {anfiified and - 
. V 0:. 
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wed, What Thhall fay-concerning this matter , ma; 
be applied to the Monks and Nuns. Jelus Chriſt 
| himſelf hath approved'of Nuptial Solemnities and 
Marriage by his preſence. He doth in no caſe -dif- 
allow it. Aarriage, faith the Apoltle , is honowrable 
among? all men, Heb, 13. 4. —P 1t is true cau- 
{eth us to be verylike the Holy Angels; neyertheleſs 
the ſame Apoſtle affures us, that:it 75 better to mur 
than to burn, 1 Cor.7, TheE es of the Apoſtles, 
and of their Succeſſors , ſhould \be ſufficient in my 
judgment to anſwer all the objeQtions. that may be 
invented, for although-our vartue be never ſoextra- 
ordinary , 'and God's'Grace in us be never fo OY 
ful-, it1s a grievous 'preſumption to affirm , that we 
have more virtue and grace than-the Apoſtles had , 
more than thoſe alluminated Souls , full of |the moſt 
wonderful perfeftions.  'Itis to no-purpoſe, that they 
extoll what the Holy Scripture: and the Primitive 
Fathers have ſaid in.praiſe of Virginity, Children 
that know not what tis to-engage in a vow, to ob- 
ſervethat which depends more upon God than upon 
our ability, may approve. of: their-reaſons|, but' we 
cannot allow them. If wedid all but underſtand, as 
Thavedone by the confeſſions of many perſons, how 
'many horrid and enormous crimes this Vow hath 
occaſioned in the Church of Roe : It fills it with 
abominations and filthineſs , and -cauſeth ſuch as 
ſhould be examples of holineſs to bepaterns of all man- 
.nerof vices. | | 
© - Virginity, Iconfels, is praiſe-worthy, have not 
changed my Opinion 1a relation to that : Iremember 
very well what'I have read upan this ſubje& in 
| St. Combroſe, St, «Auſtin, and in other Fathers, who 
| 5 have 
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Ja _ yed their eloquent: pens:to:ſet, forth- the 
Hang FE notis Ra ag we may foſtile Os 
that are: in Shemlejygs Lagiflrene. The ſame Ser- 
mons, that I; have, preached, in| France in praile of 4 
ſingle life ,. I;dave; preach-1n. England... wit ut. fear 
of;reproof,' But.I could never;yet find in all the Holy 
Scripture, nor in. the. writings of the Fathers 'of the 
Church, any. thing that ſhould oblige us to engage. 
in. this raſh Vow. or. that it {is a. virtue which we 
may, promiſe to our ſelyes to obſerve and keep faiths 
fully till death : I. cannot, find that God:ever promi- 
ſed to beſtow the graces neceſſary for the obſervation 
of, this vow, to all that. ſhall undertake it.. After. 
long experience. and-acquaintance. with the conſci- 
ences of. men, I. have underſtood. ſufficiently thax 
this vow. of perpetual Virginity.engages ſome in the 
commuſon of. grievous abominations 5 who might 
otherwiſe be Saints. 

.. Therefore I. am forced.to condemn this Law , as 
one of. the moſt wicked; inventions of the Devil in 
Chriſtianity; and one of the moſt. dangerous of all 
his ſnares ; Idare not ſay all that TL. know of. this mat-. 
ter, if I did, 1. ſhould-force every modeſt Reader of. 
theſe few lines to bluſh, for. Lmight declare in 
- ſinful thoughts, or.defires, and wickeddeeds cauſed: 
by: this vow , ſo highly eſteem'd. as a virtue. theſe 
are but natural brats.ot that: deviliſh father ,. but TE: 
might mention unto you the moſt fearful monſters, 
actions ,; crimes, and unheard.of. abominations. pro- 
eccding from.it., ſuch as deſerve.the five of God's ven- 
geance from.heaven.,.. which once fell upon. Sedo 
and Gomorrha , {uch as deſerve that the carth ſhould: 
ſwallow us up alive. but .God will not. puniſh the 
rb [ Innocent. 
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innocent with the guilty; Hd thany'etite Hawk 
been 2ced! hoy aniters ant feeret ervetties po 
petrated! If Tertullian' were now aliye , he might 
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with 25'good reaſon exclaint againſt 'the pro 
> his law ; as once he did-2gaioft OH arcior , wh 
atrempted to hinder the begetting bf children. 'He 


.compared that wicked man to Herod, and faith; 


that in his opinion he was more criminal than Herod, 
for that Tyrant cat the throats of childred already 


born , but Mercion was guilty of 4 prevecy eructty 


becauſe he did endeavour to hinder the generation, 
infants. The Promoters of a Single hte amongft the 
Prieſts arc gvilty of the ſame heinous offence; they 
are gailty of Heyo#'s cruelty, ov 46 ha barbarity, the 
Gwoſtick's marders: Altthis they cover with the-thq- 
dow of a pretended virtue , they deſtroy mtny ſouls 
by en agin them in an eftate-whert it is almoft 
ichpolf e that they ſhould obtain ſalvation ;' and 
cauſe rhem to commit many anticipated murders and 
cruelties. W haſoever hath been where'k have}, feen 
what I havebeheld, and heard what I have heard, 
thall fay the ſame as T do'now. © I have many times 
pitied thoſe poor fouls that have revealed unto me 
their ſecrets 11 relation to what I ſpeak: How mi: 
ferable, faidT, is this poorman'! if it were: not for this 
one thing he wguld live like a Saint , all his confeflion 
is ſtuffed with nothing elſe but with the fins againſt 
his vow, that excepred, 1 find his defires are zealous, 
he is devonrt in. prayer, religious in his behaviour: 
exemplary in his hte and converfation': and becar 
he cannot make uſe of that remedy which God hath 
allowed to the reſt of men, as a prevention of fin, 
he 3s in inevitable danger of damnation, ' if God 


don't 
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don'r. hinder hins by þjs wonderfubraercy, » If theſe 
lines happen to-come into the hands of- x Prieſt of the 
Romiſh Church, I am perſwaded ; that 1n'his cons 
ſcience he-cannot blame me for what F now write, 
nor will he think that this is a ſatyrical Libel; or that 
cheſe ateunjuft-or H-proundedacouſationsy" for who 
ſoever "hath been a Father 'Confeffor among 'the 
Pepiſts , knows an hundred times more than'l dare 
reveal, Heknows, that the greateſt vice of Prieſts 
- is the breach of their Vow ,' and thatthisisſuch an 
ordinary fin amongſt them) "that a' Prieft is look'd 
upon as \2-netable Saint , if he 'be 'never guilty of 
other ſins but of drunkenneſs, and if he can com- 
mand his unruly felf ſo much for a weekonly', fo as 
not to' let'a lecherous thought eſcape towards a/wo- 
man. Atleaſtif 'they would allow atimeſufficient to 
to try our iownt Rrength', and to experience'the/ef- 
fects of 'God's 'Grace within us. Bur far fromthis, 
they determin their Children to rhe Cloiſter , while 
they are yet in the Cradle: The eldeſt Son, asis'me 

uſual, being defined for Marriage; the ſecondimul 

be a Knight 'of Hualrs'; the third/ appointed for-a 
Church-man, into. whoſe hands they often thruft 
the Broviary before he can yet! pronounce: the-Tirle 
of the Book , and! complement him with rhe: wve. 
rent ſtile 'of [Abbot | while he/ib as/yer un-aoquainted 
with his Alphabet} and' what reluancy ſoeverihe 
ſhall hereafter have apdioft ir, yetmuſtheneceſfarily 
{till continue an'Ecch ck. 'Butit the elder Bro- 
ther chance to'fail'$ the Vocation'then ceaſeth!} and 
the Spirit" (that Hlowebh where ve Aftech ) Hers! to 
have withdrawn 1ts (influence; he-throws' of this 
purple robe, -and the Gentleman ,.:who was but finee 
IE 1 5 yeſter- 
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Feſterdky changnd from x Clergy-mani,! 1s how/ as xca- 
47; for{the Nupridl.as [he was: before for-the' Reli- 
gious i; Vow-y:and lall this (ay;they)- proceeds from 
God, whiely thoſe: may: believe'thatthiak fit ,-but T 
fox :m-wy parti ayer; could-: - As for tlie Davghters;, if 
there happen to be:threeg they doulwally:enter'two 
of; them-wato the /Covent.z! and hereit is-obſervable , 
that God-1s wont to call the moſt deformed , whilft 
' She: other 5; born for the; enjoyments of "the world. 
The,Peaſants:;indeed do caule their eldeſt S9ns to ap- 
ply-themlves; to their ſtudies , but; after they-haye 
perforined, their Exerciſes , -and- ſpent: a-:conſiderable 
ſum jn their Edueation, 4t 15 no longer at their choice, 
whether! they will. become Prieſts or not, but are 
compell'd-tQ it, for fear of incurring the. dilpleaſure 
of - theit/Parents..; Thus it.js ,- that:they betake them- 
ſelves to the; practice! of this Law, and. from hence 
proceed fo ,many diforders, which might eaſily be 
- hve ,.if the Church were left' to 1ts primitiye 
Rome: . noe flo off :NoHhfro 513 ood 1g yell 
[\;;But that; which makes theſe Conſtitutions of the 
Church.of R-me tg ſeem unto me the more ſtrange and 
extrayagant, is this,' that they commonly prefer them 
tothe Commandments of God, -Let a, young man 
have given! himflf oyer-never.1o much. tothe fin of | 
the: fleſh, yet: when he;comes, to. take Holy -Qrders , 
this ſhall creatsg.no neceſſity of taking' gut a Dil- 
penſation ,_ but-if. he 7 to haye married two 
wives ,/or but one, if ſhe hath;beeq-married; before to 
anotben-man {which they call Bigamy) this. woman 
being dead , he/cannatake Orders without a DYpen- 
tion from:the-Pope-, for\which he muſt pay: ſauce, 
Although a man ſhould never ſo.ofren a the 
«+5137 ( } ame. 
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Name-of God::in:-vain;;: ee aero 
phemies , yet-even for ſuch 'offences will | 
very readily, give his abſolution , and: ho dll fredd;-- 
from: his guilc and penalty putting hi afaothe ; 
C two or .three 'Mafles: ;-Butiif he: 
any, ne in Lever happen tocara morſel'of joan | 
15 a0abſolution tobe qbtained for fuch-4 crime;cbus 
from the hands of the-Biſhop', who will:ioflict ſo-le- 
vere 2 penance , that he ſhall have cauſe to remember 
it all t yet: of ns | -Let-a: —_— Sons 
notomoully.guilty.of farnieation ttuiei her 
f* n as Z4ts,or; eſupenbenretoing Good 
ſo incon{iderable but-cangiyo herangblolution [Bur 
if by,extragrdinary CE 0 ſhali:an:a; ep 
hay ans mh nga ooo thin 3 roy © was. le 
he day, »- ſhe myſt | 
theB oP; and-ſhall;Cifiigbep Figs ſerittothe 
Pope himfelf.By theſe means it comes to. pats that fach 
Aonſeryheve crept, into the Rowiſh Ghunch,,:and-thar 
2t.prelc enf-thay FER RNSAPER the Coramand 
| ments of FENG y. God! refs bobivc Aq «x AiniM 
v II Mev 05 fe 
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METS | i ag -1t is nacedary to:anfwerahiOb- 
jeion , that the Roman wh {fo watt: ta make» rod 
perſon that ſhall upbraid them-with the ;abufes and 
diſorders whereof we have before: mater 10 
pencreds it, then ( ſay;they) that thereiargſofewp 

that. forlake the; Rowiſh:Relj band co yy 
liew-of thoſe few that go over to Proteff ant 
we {ce great numbers return: to chat ome 0bithe 
Church, and make; as they callie, thei Recantatiad, 
ou Wy | whereas 
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akeizas of all thofe rhar haveiabanidoned the: Prod 


Rant Religion, we feevſcurce unylehat return ward it 
afcer they have. once forfaken ir © | To this T might 
anſwer ſeveral ways, /and I could give many parttcy- 
tar reaſons, why ſeveral Prveflants in France of g T4 
worth adidquality have ſhifted their Religion; which 
xs:there' [no lodiget 20) faſhion'; and! accommodated 
themſelves to rhar of the Church of Rowe. I hall 
only fayrhis tn:general , which may be obſerved in 
thecafeof everyparticular perſon;; that it is IntereſF; 
which firſt anvaes , ijund then derains ther ; this is 
thar with heftcauſerh'thern ro change;-and then 
obſtinately to adherero'whar they have embraced.” - 
_ | They. a@ many things againft the didates' of their 
conſcience to/aygida private perſecution Men's is 
ofteis mote'({eyers thaweharwhich is. mbreopertand 
avowed.) The Chiarges'which they offer , the 'Pre- 
ferments which they beſtow wpon perſons of Quality, 
on condition that they ſhall change rheir- —_— 
and a;Peafion-of'z thoaſkknd Crowns promiſed to-a 
Miniſter , provided that he quits 'bis' Party 5; "ate 
very powerful motives and arguments for the Romiſh 
Church, and I have often admired at ſuch as could 
reſiſt ſo great Temptations. © A Lady of quality , 
whit frasa Meſſenger font from God-I folkcited: #nd 
exhortedker toadtsof Charity and compaſſion, catfed 
me oxce to! make//an offer 'of - $o00 Franks to a 
Maid-I&tvadrof theReformed _ ( and at ſuch 
a:time-as ſhe” had' reveived fone ill 'ulage from- her 
Miſtreſs'y:to try if: I-ovuld by that means| make her 
become-a Profelyte, ' 1 artempred tt with all rhe Rhe- 
rorick and Philoſophy that T could make uſe of for 
{uch z purpoſe, but the (till remained conſtant, and 
7 * flighted 
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ſighted us both far the venity of our attempe.' - This 
151G-Ccommon. virtue and ] believe thee abate ſex- 
vants of the Roniſt Religion in'this City , cbut mighty 
be prevail'd with by fo conſiderable a reward. But it 
is not by ſuch means as theſe that we ought to en- 
deayour the converſion of 'our Brethren ; biit' by-the 
principles of conſ{cience., and-the more rational no» 


” tives to {alvation. 


On the other ſide, thoſe that are acquainted with 
' the Reaſons that retain the Reowarifs in the Religion 
which they profels, will not wonder that there are 
ſo few. of them made Profelytes': ' They know: well 
enough that the Nobility and the Commonalty , the 
Learned and the Unlearned, the Zealats and the Li- 
bertines-have an hundred inviſible chains by which 
they are held faſt, Never-cxpe@ that arich Abbot. of 
5000 Livres per ap». ſhould quit ſuch! a preferment)te 
become a Miniſter ,..oz that a manin favour at Court 
thould incur the diſpleaſure of his Prince, by renoun- 
cing.the Pope. .Nor.can {hay pms 1g more reaſon 
hope for the converſion-of the Learned: for'yop twalt 
look ypon them in their Scliools as: Dilciples 40:00 
other. but _4+/torle ; for they leatn to _ before 
they axe taught to believe, and become Philoſophers 
before they. are Chriſtians : 'If ar any time they read 
the Holy Scripture, tis not with any intent to fatisfie 
themſelves which do&rine ts moſt ble to thax 
divine Rule , but that they may fiad therein ſome 
Text or other to be wrefted in favour of themſelves 
and their peryerſe opinions. I read. the -Scripture 
my (elf for a long time with this very deſign : when 
I met with any thing in it different from my prin- 
ciples, L thought ty ſelf obliged rocacoumern , _ 
Ry je applie 


- 


GS Os yg rg RI ee 


| Cera] Po 
applied cay ſelf forthwith tothefinding of Arguments 
which-taighriſeryeas an anfiver: to/it :* And'this is 
that vhiche wacesiohe converlion of the Learned fo 
dificilt>:noris that:of the Ignorant any leſs, for 
theſe/are the peoplethat will have no other Faith but 
that which rhey:depolite with their Curate , and yet 
ſo great-ati"abhotrence for all ſuch as follow not their 
ſuperſtitions; that come not to Maſs, carry not their 
Roſariesabout them , make nouſe of the Oifice of the 
Virgin,nor pray to other Saints, that they are always. 


| ready xo attempr/ their extirpation, and believethat 


they ſhould therein do-God goodfervice.? T-hive here- 
tofore. my. ſelf had ſuch unchriſtian intentions and 
delires-as theſe wherewith the'Papifts are imbued, 'and 
amongſt the ireft thoſe of the Order of ' the Feſuts. 
F became once {o.traRable aScholar by the chatitable 
irfteuftions of theſe Maſters , that'T- was-one of the 
firſt that rais'd the Tumult at Rennes, and {et fire to 
a Proteftayt Church  / at ſuch time as it was believed 
that they were:ammur'd' within it: and theſe:reve- 
rend Fathers were: (o.far: from: diſcountenancing- the 
outrage, that\they :declared: their ſorrow and regret 
that we had notat leaſt burnt the Miniſter there alive. 
Judge therefore if there be any hopes of their Con- 

erfian',; who from their: Cradle have'imbibed ſuch 
fentiments'as theſe,” | Bur the <Zealots are yet Further 
removed fronm'it ; being blinded, and kept cloſe to 
their Principles: by.erroneons: Maxims and {uperfti- 
tious Principles; an which they -are made-to'believe_ 
the truthand purity of theChnftianiReligion tocon- 
fiſt; - They perſwade themi,/-rhat they uſt ativan 
ture believewharthe'Churchibelieves;;: that is, what 
their DireQortells them, that. they-oughr ow” = 


| Fard]: =. 
Taiſe the leaſt difpute-aboutwharispreach'd roxhems 


'outof the'Scripture; as-being uncapable:ito pre- 
-hend thoſe Meine , 'thar: .. doubt in a lenlt of 
the truth of Miracles, Traditions: :Indulgenees; the 
Power: of the:Pope and his:/Prielts ,:0r te totertain 
the leaſt us ar the poſſibility of beitig\favtd. in 
any other Religion,-is a moſt enormois-crune. $09 
that that very:light, which by the {ſpecial favouriof 
Godis afforded them for their 'converlion;, is: look'd 
upon by'them as a machination of: the Devil ;14gainſt 
hich they :are obliged:t6 engage. -- This puts 2. 
in a;manner impofſible that: they ſhould'evet/be-re- 
claimed. As for the Libertines, they havenothoughts 
of the. wellfare of their future ſtate ; and: therefore 
all: Religions are. to them indifftrent::oarryingoals 
ways| about chem: [ome'pernicious pririatples $:w here! 
with-they-areprovided, tocombat agnnR alterſaemed 
ſhall i oppoſe their ſenſual inclinations, and-where: 
with they extinguiſh the light of the Spirit ;| which 
is affarded them. for their relief; : Among theſe 1 
may rank' the giddy and -inconſtant., -that out'of;a 
principle of Libertiniſm , abandon: the-Roxiſb Reli- 
gion,” and a while after, upon the like motives, re- 
'turn-to their former eftate 5: a mercenary ſort of peo- 
ple, that are-ready. toenroll: themſelves/1n theſervice 
of any-that will hire them ar a dearer rate. - -Such 
men as theſe, having inconſiderately ſhut themſelves 
up ina Cloiſter., where they are-obliged'to lead. # 
regular life, grow quickly weary. of their firit: des 
fgn.,-the; Cowl is burdeniom to them ,- and:the Re- 
ligious Yoke beconies inſupportable; hereupon they 
fancy, that if they fally out, and go over to the 
Proteſtant. Party , they-ſball be received after the.ſame 

Rt: man- 
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manner that they are wont tocatertainthe revolting 
Miniſters in Frazce , who.are ufually complemented 
- like Princes. With ſuch imaginationsas theſe, and 
without any other motive., or being able to render 
any. folid reaſon of their ations, 6nc of them pre- - 
ſents himſelf to a Confiſtory ;- which they preſume to 
be withra good-intention, andbeing unwilling to beſo 
injurious as to ſend him back , they receive him, in 
hope that he is ſincere in his profefſion, and will prove 
1 pood man, gor is the affiftance of ſome charitable 
perſons wanting : But the man, finding himſelf! free 
-fromall ſubjection, begins to give the reins to his in- 
ordinate appetite, frequents Brothel-houſes, and gives 
himſelf over to a ſcandalous and ſenſual life, here- 
apon they ſummon him to the Conſiftory, that hema y 
have the puniſhment inflifted-on him/ which he de- 
ſerves, the charity wag extendedto himswith-held, 
and the Pap//ts again, by their follicitations, and pro- 
miſes of a Diſpenſation from Rome for the furure, and 
an 'A& of Obliwion for what is paſt,” they afſure him 
of all poffible incouragement , and thereby |prevail 
with him to return to hisformer ſtate, withoutany 
conviction — upon his conſcience, or any.orher 
true motives of his c nge, than the inconſtancy of 
his tnind, and his yo Ity to hislufts and pleaſures, 
We need not marvel then, :that ſuch as thefe thould 
forſake the communion of the true Church, ſince we 
feem hereby the rather to be confirmed , that that 
Church is the true 'Church from which they revolt ; 
according to- their own argument, whichinfers the 
holineſsand good diſciplineof a Religious Order from 
the number of fuchas dv renounce it. They. wet out 
from «s,. aigh St.) Jobs, Ep. tc. 2.19. but they were not of 
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ar? 1 if they had been of ws, they would have rematred 


has, but they went out, that they might be made minii 
feft, that they were not - all of #s, By their works we 
may judge of the ſincerity of their conſcience, and the 
truth of their faith, as the goodneff of the trees judged 
by its frait. | St 


There os ond nn things, which from m con 
experience I could ſpeak to, inlaying open the Abuſes 
of the Romprſh Church, which I Nays Hob at preſerit 


that what I have faid already _ ſufficient to con- 


"Alt that T have ſaid: concerning the Abufes of rhe 
Rowifb Church ; are things whereof I am very welf 
- affured; and fuch as I have not without a great deal of 


ſtody arid induftry diſcovered : T have for fix or ſeven'- 


years diligently ſearch'd forReaſons, whereby 1 _ 
defend them, fometimes applying my ſelf to the Holy 
Scriprure, ſometimes to the ancient Fathers and ths 
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_ © _ dern Authors: Eſometimes ſeriouſly propoſed my Ob- 
--— jeQions to a great number of moſt accompliſk'd men, 
with whom I hadbeen long converſant, agd never 
could receive any fatisfactory return, Wherefore after. 
all theſe Eſſays, being perfectly convinced of thetrurth. 
of _ Religion , Tam conſtrain'd to renounce. the 
Religion of my Anceſtors, and to take up a reſolution 
to forlake it. But how? and at what time? I muſt 
to the glory of God acknowledge it , that it-was at 
ſuch.a time as there was not the leaſt probability that 
I ſhould attempt it, for certain reaſons which ſome are 
not unacquainted. with , and whichare not fit to. be 
publiſhed. . | 
- It will beſufficient to declare in \ yore; that T have. 
forſaken Popery ina time in which I had the ſtrongeſt 
and natural engagements to keep me in my predecel- 
fors Religion, and in my former Profeffion. How ſo 2 
Becauſe a change! muſt needs cauſe me to run many 


hazards, bring upon me the _ of my Friends, and 


the diſpleaſure -of my Kindred , make me. appear to , 
them as adeclared Rebel, and an ſtate :. 5 that 
according. to the Laws of the Land that I have forſa- 
ken, I am to be puniſhed in an exemplary manner, for, 
embracing the truth. Theſe andthe following Con- 
ſiderations did long retard my deſign, as that by this 
alteration I ſhould purchaſe. to my ſelf nothing bur. 
miſery, and in the judgment of ſome, the eſteem. of 
a vagabond, or of a licentious perſon , guilty of ſome. 
offence or ſcandal ;. and that I muſt never expe to be 
entertained and live in the.world, but as little berter, 
than .a Beggar, REC 2 73938 TEAR 
Notwithſtanding all theſe obſtacles and- Panick- 
fears,my Chriſtian Brethren, you ſee that have freely. 


and. 
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| Beſides, you may'well look upan: 
and eſteem me to be no mad man, that runs wilfnlly 
into his own damnation. . There is none more careful: 
in the Church of Reme; than Iam, to avoid the cauſes. 
of dartination-:'If Þdid but doubt. of my falvation in. 
the Reformed: Religion, or;if I could believe that it/ 
were poſſible for me ta be ſaved in the.Church of Rome, 
I here ſwear and proteſt:untoyou, before God, that L 
would never do what-you ſee -havedone,:Lwould ra-- 
ther en the eo — ts;and whatever; 
1 | to me, I-would:. never. wrong:my cag-: 
hos [This conſideration: therefore, and my ex- 
ample, ſhould. ſettle and confirm: every one.of you in. 
wry emerge cn gy pr eva 
ubrtings of.,ypur-miind';} fix your: £ 19hs; 
the profeſſion of - Treats And:;you, my beloved 
Brethren, that are ſufficiently grounded in your Re-- 
ligion, and whoſe lives are conformable, my example - 
ſhould-oblige you to rejoyce, in that God is pleaſed: 
to grant your private and-publick requeſts, andthe - 
prayers of your tt , by ſending to you, 
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Gook time tne, Prires ; aochengy mojo 


Hera hey Oe difintt} chat! ths 


was CO any 2Ppearance wdped thatitſhould' 
be. hue to pals.» \St, fff - aathebn _ the: wy 
of 'Mbnict's rears, Ss religious? other thi 

* ; thatat bets hit lg | 

Pex erfion; [from God's Linaychi 

day ſtile my ſelf inthe fame manner ; "forlilogk Upoid 
myſelf .asthe return of _ m—o—_ andcharitable! 
preers,andhe Son of:you $andtears.d I'would 


bur onmenytrr run rr whreny os ro wp euch; 


| Ihavenothingelle ei on ou ;:baurtchecon: 
tinuation'of ithe fameprayersforal thoſewhora Iyeti 
_— befiirid me, ;eſpecially for fuch as 1 have eonfir-i 
18 their /exrours jor miſtakes ;] en dodroes joytD 
wi ine: in my ar rene rn 
05: 'that I ma —_—_— r the em tend al 
| fwerablerd thas yprdfeffion; whichVimve 
mmubes ele rnapmonde umibithof any = 
nivn here;and may attain witkyowherepfrot 1d rhe: 
fruition &f:that Crovin of Glory; which Godchath 
hisfairhful Servants, - To. OteGbd; and 
Three Benbns ,-rhe Farher, che Son; nd Pk, 
Ghoft; bs: aſcribed xll Honour, EI 
NR for evermore \Imeii, -:': 
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